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MEMORANDUM 
 
 
To:   Board of Aldermen 
  Kris Simpson, City Administrator 
 
From:  John Cruz, City Planner 
 
Date:   July 27, 2021 
 
Subject: “Home Occupation” language change 
 
 
Updating municipal code language to change “Home Occupation” to “Home-based 
business” 
 
At the April 14, 2021 meeting of the Planning, Zoning, and Architectural Review Commission, 
the Commission approved changes to Chapter 26, Article IV, Section 26-16 of the municipal 
code, with the subject matter relating to permitting of “home occupation” permitting. Following 
public comment which voiced concern over the specifics of the language used, the Commission 
also changed the language to read from “home occupation” to “home based business”.  
 
At the April 27, 2021 meeting of the Board of Aldermen, ordinance 5152 was passed. This 
ordinance amended section 26-16 to include the requirements for permitting and added section 
26-16(B)(f) to the municipal code. This ordinance contains the original language proposed 
before the Planning, Zoning and Architectural Review Commission reading “home occupation”. 
Staff was comfortable and supportive of the original language as it was deemed a 
recommendation of semantics, as opposed to procedural.  
 
To create uniformity throughout the municipal code, staff is recommending that all instances of 
“home occupation” in the code be changed to “home-based business”. These instances appear 
in Section 13-21 of Article III of Chapter 13 as well as Sections 26-5, 26-7, 26-15, and 26-16 of 
Chapter 26.  
 
These proposed changes will replace antiquated language within the municipal code with 
modern language that is more verbose.  
 
The recommended changes for Chapter 26 came before the Planning, Zoning and Architectural 
Review Commission for a public hearing on July 7, 2021. No public comments were received.  
 
The Planning Commission made a motion to approve a recommendation that the Board of 
Aldermen pass the ordinance to replace all instances of “home occupation” with “home-based 
businesses” in Chapter 26 of the municipal code. The motion passed by a vote of 6-0. 
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While The Commission is not able to legally recommend changes to the municipal code outside 
of Chapter 26, the Board of Aldermen may approve changes to both chapters 13 and 26 of the 
municipal code.  
 
 
RECCOMENDED ACTION 
 
The City Planner recommends the approval of the ordinance before the Board of Aldermen, 
updating both chapters 13 and 26 of the municipal code.    
 
 

 
John Cruz     
City Planner     


