
 

 
 
 
 

 

 

STAFF REPORT 
SAUSALITO CITY COUNCIL 
 

 

MEETING DATE:  July 13, 2021 
 
AGENDA TITLE:  Adopt a Resolution Amending Parking Regulations for 

the Marinship Park Public Parking Lot 
 

LEAD DEPARTMENT:  Police 
 
 

 
RECOMMENDED ACTION: Adopt a Resolution Amending Parking Regulations for 

the Marinship Park Public Parking Lot to Establish Hourly Time Limits, Overnight 
Parking Restrictions and a Parking Permit Program 
 
 
 

SUMMARY 
The public parking lot serving Marinship Park currently has no posted parking 
restrictions other than the 72-hour parking limit effective City-wide. The City wishes to 
establish parking limitations and restrictions to effectively manage the use of the 
Marinship Park parking lot and to prohibit misuse of the lot. 
 

BACKGROUND 
Marinship, Dunphy and MLK parks are the few City Parks that have dedicated off-street 
parking. The City-wide 72-hour parking restriction is in effect in each of these public 
parking lots. Parking for MLK park is located adjacent to the athletic field and the 
basketball and pickleball courts and is generally unrestricted for park use. 
 
The public parking lot serving Dunphy Park has more defined parking restrictions that 
went into effect after the recent park improvements, which included the creation of a 
paved parking area. Parking in the Dunphy lot is restricted overnight from 2:00 a.m. to 
6:00 a.m. Additionally, designated spaces within the lot are for exclusive overnight use 
by residents of the nearby Galilee Harbor. 
 
Marinship Park includes three lighted tennis courts, restrooms, and a large flat lawn 
area excellent for sports and other outdoor recreation. Access to Marinship Park is 
generally restricted from sunset to sunrise, with an exception for the lighted tennis 
courts that are accessible until 10:00 p.m., per Resolution No. 5923 of April 28, 2020 
(copy attached). 

 



 

 
 
 
 

 
There is an adjacent public parking lot regularly used by Sausalito and Marin County 
residents accessing the nearby park facilities. This public lot has a total of twenty-four 
(24) parking spaces, including one (1) disabled access parking space. This public 
parking lot has no posted parking regulations restricting use and is solely regulated by 
the City-wide 72-hour parking restriction effective on all public streets and lots. 
 
Pursuant to Section 3 of Resolution No. 6009 adopted by the City Council on February 
9, 2021 the City Manager designated a portion of Marinship Park as the only City-
owned and City-controlled public property in the City of Sausalito that is available for 
transitional overnight sleeping by persons who have no option to sleep indoors. In 
accordance with the Court order issued on May 26th the Dunphy Park encampment was 
relocated to the designated area of Marinship Park. This transition will likely result in 
greater demand for parking and an increase in parking congestion in that public parking 
lot. 
 
Hourly time limits, overnight parking restrictions, and parking permit programs are often 
established in public parking lots to manage parking access as well as prohibit misuse 
of the lot. Pursuant to Sausalito Municipal Code (“SMC”), Section 15.04.080, the City 
Council “… may, by resolution, prohibit or restrict the parking or standing of vehicles on 
certain streets or portions thereof during all or certain hours of the day, or for periods in 
excess of certain stated time limits, or my designate certain streets or portions thereof 
upon which preferential parking privileges shall be given to residents and/or merchants 
may be issued a permit which exempts them from the prohibition or restriction of such 
resolutions. It is unlawful to disobey any such prohibitions or restrictions.” 
 

DISCUSSION/ANALYSIS  
The transition of individuals from the Dunphy Park tent encampment to the Marinship 
Park location increases demand for parking in the nearby public lot and likely increases 
the use of the parking lot after park hours have ended. Prior to the tent encampment 
move, few vehicles parked in the lot overnight and the parking lot was generally 
occupied only during the day and early evening hours. 
 
To maintain the availability of parking spaces for both the general public and for the 
residents of the Marinship Park tent encampment, the City wishes to establish the 
following parking restrictions in the Marinship Park public parking lot: 
 

1. Prohibit parking from 2:00 a.m. to 6:00 a.m. 

2. Establish a 3-hour time-limited parking restriction from 6:00 a.m. to 2:00 a.m. 

3. Establish a parking permit program which will exempt permitted vehicles from the 

hourly limit and the overnight parking restriction, similar to other parking permit 

programs operated by the City’s Parking Authority.  



 

 
 
 
 

The 3-hour parking limit will be in effect from 6:00 a.m. to 2:00 a.m. This period will 
cover park hours, including access to the lighted tennis courts, and will encourage 
turnover of parking spaces in the lot. This will help maintain adequate access to the 
park for general public use. 
 
The 2:00 a.m. to 6:00 a.m. parking restriction is consistent with overnight parking 
restrictions in other areas of the City including the Dunphy Park lot and the Locust 
Street lot (Lot #5). An overnight parking restriction will prohibit vehicles from parking 
after hours and will help maintain accessibility of the lot for the following day when 
public access to the park resumes. 
 
Establishing a permit parking program for the public parking lot at Marinship Park will 
allow interested persons an opportunity to park their vehicle in excess of the three-hour 
limit and/or to park overnight in that lot. The cost of the parking permit would be set at 
$10 per quarter. This amount would adequately cover related costs for the processing 
and issuing of parking permits and may be updated as necessary from time to time by 
resolution of the City Council. 
 
All parking permits issued by the City’s Parking Office remain the property of the City of 
Sausalito. Parking permits would be distributed either by mail or at a scheduled in-
person pick-up, similar to other parking permits issued by the Parking Office. Parking 
permits are issued conditionally; the unauthorized transfer of a parking permit and the 
misuse of a parking permit, or of the public parking lot, may result in immediate 
revocation of parking permit privileges. 
 
The recommended parking regulations do not have the potential for causing significant 
environmental effects and are expected to improve the safety and efficiency of vehicle 
parking in the affected area without negative impacts. With Council approval, Staff 
proposes to implement the changes in the Marinship Park public parking lot by 
designing and installing regulatory signage in the affected area and designing and 
producing parking permits valid in the affected area.  
 

ALTERNATIVES 
Staff recommends the complete proposal as stated above however Staff have  
identified four alternative proposals at this time: 
 

1. Establish a 3-hour parking time limit in the lot from 6:00 a.m. to 2:00 a.m. alone, 

with no overnight parking restrictions and no permitting system. 

2. Establish a 3-hour parking time limit in the lot from 6:00 a.m. to 2:00 a.m. with a 

parking permit exemption, but no overnight parking restrictions. 

3. Establish an overnight parking restriction from 2:00 a.m. to 6:00 a.m. with a parking 

permit exemption, but no daytime hourly parking restrictions. 

4. Do not establish any parking regulations. 



 

 
 
 
 

 

FISCAL IMPACT 
The proposed parking restrictions will require installation of new signage, poles to mount 
said signage, and parking permit design and production. These costs can be borne by 
the Parking supplies and the Department of Public Works maintenance division’s 
operational budgets.  
 

STAFF RECOMMENDATIONS 

Adopt a Resolution of the City Council of the City of Sausalito Amending Parking 
Regulations for the Marinship Park Public Parking Lot to Establish Hourly Time Limits, 
Overnight Parking Restrictions and a Parking Permit Program. 
 

ATTACHMENTS 

 
Attachment1 - Draft Resolution of the City Council of the City of Sausalito Amending 

Parking Regulations for the Marinship Park Public Parking Lot to Establish 
Hourly Time Limits, Overnight Parking Restrictions and a Parking Permit 
Program 

Attachment 2 - Resolution No. 5923 of April 28, 2020 
Attachment 3 - City Manager Memorandum, dated June 24, 2021 
 
 
PREPARED BY: Elliott Holt, Parking Analyst        
REVIEWED BY: John Rohrbacher, Chief of Police 
REVIEWED BY: Kevin McGowan, Public Works Director 
REVIEWED BY: Charlie Francis, Interim Assistant City Manager/Administrative 

Services Director 
REVIEWED BY: Mary Wagner, City Attorney 
SUBMITTED BY: Chris Zapata, City Manager  
 


