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City of Sausalito Planning Commission 
420 Litho Street 
Sausalito, CA 94965 
 
Mr. Brad Evanson, 
 
On April 19, my office received by email a letter from Attorney Elizabeth Brekhus including 
copies of a petition signed by 195 community members expressing their opposition to the 
proposed residence at Lot 5 Wolfback Ridge Rd., Sausalito. The concerns center on impacts to 
scenic quality, particularly from the nearby SCA Trail. They also refer to the National Park 
Service’s (NPS) strong opposition to construction of a residence on Lot 10 in 2016. Attorney 
Brekhus’ letter asks us to urge the City of Sausalito Planning Commission to deny this project as 
too big and impactful to the park. The NPS, Golden Gate National Recreation Area (GGNRA), 
having consulted and conferred with the City of Sausalito Planning Department and the 
proponent’s architect (Scott Couture) over the last three years, does not come to the same 
conclusion. 
 
We offer three main reasons for our position. First, Lot 5 is very different from Lot 10 and 
construction on it will have lesser impacts on park resources and values. Lot 5 is not immediately 
adjacent to park land but is separated by Wolfback Ridge Road and over 30 feet in elevation. The 
visual relationship with and physical proximity to the SCA Trail presents less of a threat. Unlike 
Lot 10 which likely has Mission Blue Butterfly habitat, most of Lot 5 was previously graded flat 
and has minimal native vegetation. 
 
Second, when the boundary of GGNRA was established, Lot 5 was excluded. However, the four 
lots (7, 8, 9, 10) lying on the west side of Wolfback Ridge were included. As you know, NPS has 
made repeated attempts to acquire or find conservation outcomes for those four properties. We 
are fortunate to have succeeded with Lot 10 that was generously donated to the USA by the 
Karsen family. We recently agreed to the City of Sausalito’s request to change the zoning of that 
lot to Open Space. By excluding Lot 5 and the other parcels east of the road in the park 
boundary, NPS would rely on closely negotiated and litigated CC&Rs, CEQA requirements, and 
the City’s review processes to protect park values should the lots be developed. We understand 
that the proposed residence, unlike at Lot 10, conforms to those CC&Rs. 
 



Third, for the last three years the project proponents have consulted with park staff on many 
aspects of the proposed residence, and given the CC&Rs, are satisfied with their 
accommodations to protect park interests. Recent communication with your office confirms that 
the proposal includes modifications we requested to reduce the visibility from within the park, 
including reducing the building height and mass below what is legally permitted. The project 
would preserve existing mature trees and commit to planting additional shrubs and oaks along 
the western side of the residence; utilize bird-safe low reflectivity glass and automatic louvers on 
nearly all of the windows along the western side; and wall-mounted, downward-facing and 
shielded lighting rather than ceiling lights and chandeliers. As you know, we also reviewed the 
proposed septic system and find it technologically advanced and respectful of the site. 
 
Some of the information in Attorney Brekhus’ letter is misleading. For example, photographs at 
the top of pages 2 and 4 incorrectly circle the location of Lot 5. Nevertheless, her letter expresses 
genuine concerns held by the community, neighbors, and visitors. We share those concerns. In 
fact, they have motivated us to seek the best outcome at Lot 5. Should you wish to discuss this 
matter further please contact Brian Aviles (brian_aviles@nps.gov) Chief of Planning and 
Environmental Programs for the GGNRA. 
 
Cordially, 
 
 
 
 
Laura E. Joss 
General Superintendent 
 
 
---  
 
To:  
Planning Commission, pc@sausalito.gov 
Lilly Whalen, lwhalen@sausalito.gov 
Brad Evanson, bevanson@rgs.ca.gov 
 
CC: 
Charles Strickfaden 
Brian Aviles 
Greg Gress 
Elizabeth Brekhus, elizabethb@brekhus.com 
Scott Couture, design@couturearchitecture.net 
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