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Notice of Public Hearing:  
The Mayor and City Council held a public hearing on proposed Hyattsville Ordinance 2017-02, an ordinance 
establishing Hyattsville as a sanctuary city and prohibiting City participation in any registry of residents 
based on protected classes.  

 
Sanctuary City Motion_cover.pdf  
Sanctuary City Motion_Jan 2017.pdf  

 
Present: Candace Hollingsworth, Mayor 

Edouard Haba, W4 (Council President) 
Bart Lawrence, W1 (Council Vice President) 
Kevin Ward, W1 
Shani Warner, W2 
Patrick Paschall, W3 
Thomas Wright, W3 
Paula Perry, W4 
Ruth Ann Frazier, W5 
Joseph A Solomon, W5   
 

Absent: 
 

Robert Croslin, W2 
 

Also present were the following City staff members: 
City Administrator Tracey E. Nicholson 
Police Chief Douglas Holland 
Director of Human Resources Vivian Snellman 
Director of Community Services Jake Rollow 
Communications Outreach Coordinator Anthony DeSantis 
City Clerk Laura Reams 
Assistant City Clerk Lillie Littleford 
Elections Coordinator Nicola Konigkramer 

 
1) Call to Order 

 
The Public Hearing was called to order by Mayor Hollinsgworth at 7:38 p.m. Mayor Hollingsworth noted the 
sanctuary city ordinance was a draft, subject to change based on feedback gained during the hearing, 
analysis by legal counsel, and Council debate. Before calling speakers, Mayor Hollinsworth provided 
alternative methods for public comment including email, phone calls, and the City’s SpeakUpHVL website.  

 
2) Public Comment  
 

Leigh Ann Barlow, a Ward 5 resident, addressed the Mayor and Council in opposition of the proposed 
legislation, noting she had shared her views at previous meetings. Ms. Barlow said she believed the 
legislation was a violation of federal immigration laws and against the United States constitution. She 
cautioned that adoption of the legislation may lead to lawsuits, loss of federal funding, and increased taxes 
for residents.  
 
Sara Leonard, a Ward 3 resident, addressed the Mayor and Council in support of the proposed legislation. 
Ms. Leonard said the federal government was purposely scaring undocumented immigrants and shared 
anecdotes of friends who feared deportation. Ms. Leonard urged the Council to adopt a sanctuary city 
policy.   

 

https://legistarweb-production.s3.amazonaws.com/uploads/attachment/pdf/55001/Sanctuary_City_Motion_cover.pdf
https://legistarweb-production.s3.amazonaws.com/uploads/attachment/pdf/55001/Sanctuary_City_Motion_cover.pdf
https://legistarweb-production.s3.amazonaws.com/uploads/attachment/pdf/54972/Sanctuary_City_Motion_Jan_2017.pdf
https://legistarweb-production.s3.amazonaws.com/uploads/attachment/pdf/54972/Sanctuary_City_Motion_Jan_2017.pdf


 PUBLIC HEARING OF THE CITY COUNCIL, HYATTSVILLE MD 
 March 1, 2017 

 ___________________________________________________________ 
 

Page 2 of 6 

Louis Kurdock, a Ward 2 resident, addressed the Mayor and Council in opposition of the proposed 
legislation; stating it was a violation of the United States Constitution and if adopted, the City would lose 
federal funding. Mr. Kurdock said he would take legal action against the Council if the legislation moved 
forward.  
 
Angela Kenny, a Ward 2 resident, noted the differing viewpoints in the community and asked if the 
proposed legislation could move forward as a ballot question. Ms. Kenny citied concerns with a loss of 
federal funding and urged the Council to let all individuals with an opinion on the subject speak. 
 
Sean Carlson, a Ward 2 resident, urged the Council to support the proposed sanctuary city ordinance to 
ensure all residents regardless of immigration status felt welcome in the City.  
  
Ronald Vogel, a Ward 3 resident, addressed the Mayor and Council in support of the proposed legislation. 
Mr. Vogel said he was enriched by the diversity of the City and would pay more in taxes if a loss of federal 
funding caused a shortfall. He acknowledged that taking on an increased tax burden was an unpopular 
position but he believed it was worth it to take a stand for values. He thanked the Councilmembers who 
brought forth the legislation.  
 
Tim Scanlon, a Ward 3 resident, spoke in support of the proposed legislation. He praised the diversity in the 
City and noted that ultimately Courts may not rule in favor of punishing sanctuary cities.  
 
David Thomas, a Ward 4 resident, addressed the Mayor and Council in opposition of the proposed 
legislation. Mr. Thomas recited the Oath of Office taken by the Mayor and Council and asked if the Council 
if the oath meant nothing to them. Mr. Thomas provided information on crime statistics.  

 
Shirley Fisher, a Ward 5 resident, read an excerpt from a Washington Post article on freedom. Ms. Fisher 
said she did not want to be called racist because she did not support the proposed legislation. She asked 
the Council to submit the legislation to a referendum.  

 
Edith Morejon, addressed the Mayor and Council with the translation assistance from Communications 
Outreach Coordinator, Anthony DeSantis. Ms. Morejon thanked the Council for their support and said many 
residents would be relieved if the City were to adopt the sanctuary city legislation.  
 
Sarah Harper, a Ward 2 resident, voiced her support for the proposed legislation. She said diversity 
encouraged cross cultural exchanges and helped to develop new ideas and ways to grow. Ms. Harper stated 
racism had no place in Hyattsville, would not be tolerated, and she wanted Hyattsville to be an inclusive 
and vibrant community.  

 
Jonathan Barrett, a Ward 1 resident, said Hyattsville was a great City because of its residents. Mr. Barrett 
said he believed the current federal administration was using fear and putting forth policies that did not 
serve the community. He thanked those willing to stand up and speak up for their neighbors. 
 
Maria Agustin de Feliciano, addressed the Mayor and Council with the translation assistance from 
Communications Outreach Coordinator, Anthony DeSantis. She said people were scared and asked the 
police to continue to be fair. Ms. Agustin De Feliciano said that children suffered when parents were 
detained and thanked the Council for the opportunity to speak.   
 
Candida Garcia, a Ward 5 resident and President of the Rosa Parks Elementary School Parent Teacher 
Association, addressed the Mayor and Council with the translation assistance from Communications 
Outreach Coordinator, Anthony DeSantis. Ms. Garcia declared her support for the proposed legislation and 
thanked the Council for extending voting rights to non-citizens. She noted that some individuals did not feel 
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comfortable voting for fear that immigration authorities would obtain their personal information. Ms. 
Garcia said this was the first time she did not feel safe in her community and many residents lived under 
stress that they may be separated from their families although they pay taxes and obey the law.  
 
Julio Murillo, Policy Analyst from CASA, thanked the Council for adopting the non-citizen voting measure 
and said it had inspired other municipalities to do the same. Mr. Murillo said recent Executive Orders from 
President Trump had created fear in the immigrant community and the proposed legislation would be an 
important tool in the City’s community oriented policing model. He asked the City to continue to be a leader 
on immigrant issues.  

 
Kimberly Schmidt, addressed the Mayor and Council on behalf of the Hyattsville Mennonite Church located 
in Ward 1. She said the Church was considering declaring itself as a sanctuary church. Ms. Schmidt noted 
that the religious community was organizing to support the sanctuary cities and encouraged residents to 
become trained to be responders.  
 
Christine Blackerby, a Ward 2 resident and member of community group, Not on Our Watch said there was 
a high level of support for sanctuary city status among residents. She noted that a support rally had been 
held earlier and submitted cards written by rally attendees in support of the proposed legislation. Ms. 
Blackerby said she supported the legislation because it would make the community safer by encouraging 
crime reporting. She added that the legislation did not prevent police from assisting federal investigations 
in cases when there was a criminal warrant for an individual.  
 
Kristin Wares, a Ward 2 resident, said her family benefitted from the diversity of the City at home, work, 
and in the parenting community. She said she did not know or care about the immigration status of her 
neighbors but did care to ensure her neighbors felt welcome and safe in the City. She urged those worried 
about consequences to have morale courage, and stated that because something was a law, did not mean 
it was right.  

 
Heath Alexander, a Ward 2 resident, said it was very important to make people feel welcomed in the 
community. He said the proposed policy could encourage undocumented residents to interact with the 
police without fear, increase voter participation, encourage parental participation in schools, and lower 
crime rates because individuals would feel secure to report crimes.   
 
Emilie Alexander, a Ward 2 resident, said she had a lot of friends from diverse backgrounds and they needed 
community support.  
 
Shannon Wyse, a Ward 4 resident, said it was not the job of Hyattsville Police Officers to do the job of U.S. 
Immigration and Customs Enforcement (ICE) and cautioned against generalizing about the immigrant 
population. Mx. Wyse urged the Council to adopt the legislation to ensure all neighbors in the City felt safe.  

 
Branden Hall, a Ward 2 resident, said it was not possible to have a safe, well-run society if people were 
afraid to interact with the government. He shared a story about two of his employees who had become U.S. 
Citizens. Mr. Hall said society had larger problems to solve, including the environment, healthcare, and 
education and needed all members of the community involved to solve those problems.   
 
Marc Singer, a Ward 2 resident, said residents wanted Hyattsville to be an inclusive community, but 
statements alone were not enough and needed to be backed up by actions. He urged the Council to stand 
up for values and safety by making Hyattsville a sanctuary city, in fact and in name.  
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Heidi Holmstrom, a Ward 2 resident, said she supported officially making Hyattsville a sanctuary city adding 
that no one should fear contacting the Police Department. She asked Council to refrain from using City 
funds to assist in deportation and to support the ordinance. 
 
Mary Warneka, a Ward 2 resident, thanked the City for leading the way to protect those who were 
vulnerable and noted that it was not always easy to do so. She said she believed the proposed ordinance 
was supported by the majority of residents who would not stand for a watered-down version. She urged 
the Council to put Hyattsville on the right side of history. 
 
Julie Schweitzer, a Ward 5 resident, said sanctuary cities were safer and enjoyed stronger economies. She 
stated that sanctuary policies reinforced the existing community policing model by allowing police to focus 
on local issues, encourage crime reporting and ensure that local resources benefit the local community. Ms. 
Schweitzer said President Trump’s attacks on immigrants unfairly targeted a vulnerable community and the 
legislation was a way for the City to stand with its neighbors.  
 
Daniel Broder, a Ward 2 resident, shared personal stories of working with immigrants as a member of a 
labor union. He said immigrant workers were an essential part of the economy and often endured physical 
and sexual abuse, wage disparity, and mistreatment by peers. Mr. Broder said it was important to protect 
immigrants and asked the Council to find the moral courage to choose to be on the right side of history.  
 
T. Carter Ross, a Ward 2 resident, said the idea of sanctuary was about letting people know they had a safe 
place and he viewed the policy as a safety issue. He noted pending legislation in the state and discussion of 
Prince George’s County as a sanctuary county. Mr. Ross said that, even if sanctuary policies were in place 
at those levels of government, it was important for the City to be on record.  

 
Amy Scheer-Till, a Ward 3 resident, said the City had mechanisms in place to address any safety concerns. 
She said many immigrants were tax payers and it was essential to understand that no human being was 
illegal. Ms. Scheer-Till said she did not see any benefit with the City’s involvement in deportation matters, 
adding that she believed it would not only be wrong but morally reprehensible. She said she wanted 
neighbors and community members to feel safe.  
 
Julio Maltez, shared a personal story on immigration and noted that the immigration process was difficult 
and very expensive. He said he was proud to see so much support for the proposed legislation.   
 
Cynthia Way, a Ward 2 resident, said that breaking immigrations laws did not make anyone less of a person. 
She shared a personal story of living abroad and said that threats of withholding federal funding from 
sanctuary cities were akin to blackmail. Ms. Way shared that she had spoken to the Council in favor of a 
resolution supporting same sex marriage approximately 14 years ago, which was not adopted. She asked 
the Council to be on the right side of history now.  
 
Rosanna Weaver, a Ward 1 resident, read the names of members of the National Honor Society students 
at Northwestern High School, stating she did not know how many of those students who were here legally, 
but she knew the community needed to do everything it could to support those kids. Ms. Weaver also 
shared a comment from a neighbor who was unable to be present at the hearing. She referenced the 
Executive Order 9066 from 1942, which sent Japanese Americans to internment camps, stating that just 
because something was legal did not make it right.  
 
Louise Weissman, a Ward 1 resident and staff member at United We Dream shared a personal story of the 
immigration of her parents and relatives. She said fear of deportation among immigrants came from real 
and significant dangers. Ms. Weissman said she was proud to see the ordinance introduced and that it spoke 
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to the City’s values. She added now was the time for the Country to adopt changes that would make lives 
better for future generations. 

 
Patricia Sullins, a Ward 1 resident, praised the diversity of the City as a reason for living here. However, she 
noted that she had questions on the specifics of the legislation, adding she had not seen the draft ordinance. 
She inquired about possible funding cuts and plans for enforcing deportation for those who did not follow 
the law. Ms. Sullins asked if the City could institute programs to help residents pursue legal immigration 
and encouraged the Council to submit the legislation to referendum.  

 
Mai Abdul Rahman, a Ward 1 resident, noted there was an impressive turnout for the meeting and said she 
loved the idea of a sanctuary city to give the City a sense of wholeness. She said she did not believe 
disagreement with the ordinance meant someone was a racist. Ms. Rahman advocated for engaging and 
educating those in opposition. She also shared a personal story about her daughter’s choice wear a hijab as 
a Muslim.  
  
Robert Riddle, a Ward 2 resident, said he had appeared before Council approximately 14 years ago to ask 
for support of same sex marriage. Mr. Riddle said the City had come a long way since that time and he was 
impressed and proud of the City for the leading the way with sanctuary city and non-citizen voting 
initiatives.  
 
Pablo Rosas Hernandez, a Ward 2 resident, said he was glad to see the City take a stand to support 
immigrants. He shared personal experiences of discrimination in the current political climate and noted the 
country was built on the work of immigrants. He said he loved Hyattsville and the United States and 
rhetorically asked at what point America had stopped being great.  
 
Mayor Hollingsworth called for two individuals who signed up to speak but were no longer present.   
 
Bryan Harp, a Ward 1 resident, said the United States was not founded upon law and order; it was founded 
upon an objection to unjust law and order; a revolution against oppressive government and aspiration of 
equality and freedom for all. He said he feared threats made to undocumented neighbors would create risk 
for all community members citing increased unreported crimes, separated families, and unequal 
representation. Mr. Harp added that while Councilmembers took an oath to uphold the Constitution, the 
oath was made without prejudice and he gave the Council his full support for the legislation.  
 
Santos Sanchez, addressed the Council with translation assistance from Director of Community Services 
Jake Rollow.  Mr. Sanchez said he supported the sanctuary city legislation and noted that many of his 
colleagues at work were afraid of being deported. In the past month that the President had been in office, 
Mr. Sanchez stated he had seen people in the street having problems and afraid to report crimes to the 
police.  
 
Talib Karim, a Ward 1 resident, said he recently formed a business and civic association to support 
businesses along Route One. He said he supported the Council in an act of civil disobedience and 
encouraged them to go a step further to invest resources to help immigrants obtain documentation. Mr. 
Karim encouraged residents and Council to work together on the legislation and to listen to differing 
viewpoints.  
 
Pastor Stephen Price of First United Methodist Church, located in Ward 2, addressed the Mayor and Council 
in support of the proposed legislation. He shared a story of an ICE deportation and said the City needed to 
draw a line in the sand and he hoped the community would do so in a clear, firm, and deep manner.   
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Mayor Hollingsworth called for any individuals still wishing to speak. Seeing none, Mayor Hollingsworth 
closed the public comment portion of the public hearing after providing information on the timeline for the 
next Council discussion and avenues for the public to continue to provide input. The Mayor then opened 
the floor for her colleague’s remarks.  
 
3) Council Dialogue 
 
Councilmembers thanked residents for speaking and encouraged residents to continue to share their 
thoughts on the proposed ordinance. Councilmember Paschall shared several points of clarification 
regarding the proposed ordinance and the process for adoption of legislation. Mayor Hollingsworth praised 
the engagement efforts of the Clerk’s Office and the Department of Community Services for the upcoming 
election and bilingual communications. She noted that the public hearing that evening was the first time 
the City had a public meeting translated into Spanish in real time for those present at the hearing.   

 
3) Motion to Adjourn 
 

The public hearing adjourned at 9:39 p.m. 


