
































approval, but rather by what is right for long term benefits to generations that 
will follow. 

31)We worked together making compromises to develop the Specific Plan as it 
stands. For some it works, for others, not. But this developer and this Specific 
Plan are a much better alternative than the state taking over, or a much worse 
developer who will make Los Gatos a much worse place to live. If you want 
real affordable housing there instead of that which is planned, do your 
homework fi rst. Much more traffic and much more intensity with no road 
improvements and no school nor road dollars from the developers. Do your 
homework before you pursue affordable homes. 

32)This developer has worked with the town and the schools. Others may not. 
This developer did exactly what the Council told them to do. 

33)1 support Ms. Jensen's and Mr. Rennie's positions who both approved this 
project initially. 

34)The populace is exhausted by the dragging out of this project. We have little 
to no chance of slowing it down, and no chance of stopping something like it, 
or worse, in the future. It's time to move forward. 

Beach Traffic in the 50's ( but look at all 
of the parking !): 





Change Happens - the most important job we have is to make sure the changes 
are in the best interest of the communities. All change has some impact and will 
take us out of our comfort zone until we grow into it. 
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Los Gatos Hotel (then) 

Los Gatos Hotel (now) 

Do you remember Sir Toby's tiny restaurant that used to be on this spot of land 
in Los Gatos? 

Jak VanNada 
Los Gatos resident for 45 years 





Joel Pau.lson 

From: 
Sent: 
To: 
Subject: 

Chuck Rawlings <chuckrawlings@gmail.com > 
Thursday, July 20, 2017 8:27 AM 

Council 
Re: Support for the North 40 Specific Plan as written 

Dear Members of Los Gatos' Town Council: 
I am a transplant from the East Coast and in my retirement have lived in Los Gatos since 2009. I have watched and experienced the town's 
journey from the depths of the Great Recession to our current highly charged economy with its bustling business traffic and active night 
life. The world is growing rapidly around us and I believe that after prolonged debate and court challenges it is time to recognize the North 40 
Specific Plan as a well-explored, entirely feasible and responsible way to take constructive action. 

Precisely because the town is being changed inevitably by the economic currents of Silicon Valley.there is an additional moral responsibility 
to do our part to make more housing avai lable as soon as possible. 

I urge the Town Counci l to delay no longer, litigate no further, and adopt the Specific Plan as written. 

Very truly yours, 

Rev. Charles W. Rawlings 
117 Fancher Ct, Unit 20 
Los Gatos CA 95030 





To: Los Gatos Town Council 
From: Dr. Mac Marland 
Re: North 40 TC meeting, 7 /24/2017 

RECEIVED 
TOWN OF LOS GATOS 

JUL 2 0 ,-2017 

CLERK DEPAR'.?MENT 

I am Dr. Mac Marland. I have an office on National Avenue in Los Gatos where I have 
specialized in diseases of the lungs and critical care medicine, mostly at Good Samaritan 
Hospital, for some 25 years. I apologize for not being able to speak at the meeting. on 7 /24 but 
my son is getting married this weekend. 

Over the last 25 years, literally hundreds of studies have been published showing a link 

between living near a freeway and increased rates of asthma, cancer, heart attacks, preterm 

births, decreased life expectancy, and an array of other health problems studies have 

associated with living close to major roadways. Collectively, these studies have been persuasive 

enough that in 2003, California state law prohibited the construction of new public schools 

within 500 feet of freeways. In 2005 State Air Quality Regulators began warning against building 

new housing near freeways and, am~zingly, since 2012, the Los Angeles County Planning 

Department has been issuing a "freeway adjacent advisory notice" for all new proposed 

housing within 1000 feet of a freeway. Most recently, in 2017, the CA Air Resources Board took 

the stand that no new housing should be closer than 500 feet to a freeway. 

Yet everything changed on June 29, 2017, when the premier US medical journal, The 

New England Journal of Medicine, published an article that had an unprecedented sample size 

of almost 61,000,000 adults, or 96% of the total US Medicare population age 65 and over. This 

Harvard University study showed that living near a freeway and being exposed to ozone and 

small particulates (both from car and truck exhausts) at levels below current national standards 

was associated with significant adverse effects including a significant increase in death rates. As 

with second hand cigarette smoke, the authors found no safe level of exposure. Farther from 

freeways is better but these researchers still saw a detrimental effect up to 1 mile away in 

certain situations. 

So, the Town Manager asked that speakers at this meeting present objective comments 

on the proposed North 40 project. I don't know what could be more objective than this study 

with 61 million people! No one should have to choose between affordable housing and 

breathing clean, healthy air. Plus, those residents in the 49 senior units, along with any children 

living there, would be.m.qst affected. Who wants to live in a residence where one has to keep 

their windows closedjff/7 because the outside air (and noise) is dangerous to one's health? 

Our medical knowledge is always evolving and changing. It was only 53 years ago that 

the US Surgeon General first wrote about the dangers of smoking. Now we discuss 2"d and 3'd 

hand cigarette smoke and in just the last year, Los Gatos has prohibited smoking in all hotels 

and motels, multiple unit housing, in parks and on trails, in all workplaces, and throughout all 

commercial districts. A noble accomplishment, indeed, all to reflect the current science and 
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safeguard people's health. But why the progress? Because the "Science" showed the dangers of 

any exposure to cigarette smoke, which is an EPA designated Class A carcinogen (no exposure 

level is considered safe). With this Harvard study, we now have conclusive evidence that living 

near freeways is also dangerous in a fashion similar to other Class A carcinogens. Think of what 

similar regulations have been enacted as science and medicine uncovered the dangers of any 

exposure to asbestos, lead in paint and gasoline, flame retardants in children's clothing and 

furniture, DDT and other pesticides, etc.? The point is that smart decisions are based on current 

science. To do otherwise is indefensible. As the Los Gatos TC, you have a moral obligation to 

incorporate the latest science into these North 40 plans. As discussed in both the Town's 

General Plan and the North 40's Specific Plan, the health and welfare of the citizens of this 

Town are paramount. The Santa Clara County General Plan, Healthy Housing Element (page 65), 

dated 8/25/2015, recognizes the health dangers associated with proximity to significant sources 

of particulate matter pollution (such as freeways), where diesel fuel emissions are concentrated 

and pollutant levels are heightened. 

Even Judge Takaichi's ruling acknowledges (page 3) the importance of an " ... adverse 

impact upon the public health and safety unless the project is disapproved or approved upon 

the condition that the project be developed at a lower density." The Judge's decision (page 3, 

next paragraph) also addresses the mitigation argument for the installation of air filters . Air 

quality engineers proved the inadequacy of this argument in protecting against second hand 

cigarette smoke in multiunit housing. And, yes, the highest quality air filters would help against 

particulates but they must be frequently replaced, are very expensive, the building's ventilation 

system must run virtually full time with all doors and windows closed, and they do nothing to 

combat ozone pollution. Do we want to establish the need for "the air filter police" ? I certainly 

don't . It would be better to require all new housing be located farther than 500 feet, and ideally 

1000 feet from any freeway. And that distance-consideration doesn't even consider the 

proximity of Los Gatos Blvd and Lark Avenue. These proposed "black lung lofts," as they have 

been labeled, would be surrounded by sources of air pollution. And should one wonder wh ich 

way the wind is literally blowing, the North 40 "Existing Conditions" Technical Document 18371 

shows the prevailing winds blow from the NW across Highway 17 into the North 40 area, thus 

maximizing exposure to all who live there. 

Sincerely yours, 

~Vtf~f) [Vt~ 
A. M. Marland, M .D. 

15215 National Avenue, Suite 200 
Los Gatos, CA 95032 
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