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1) Call to Order and Council Roll Call 
  
Mayor Hollingsworth called the meeting to order at 8:06 p.m. 

 
Present: Candace Hollingsworth, Mayor 

Edouard Haba, W4 (Council Pres.) 
Bart Lawrence, W1 (Council VP) 
Kevin Ward, W1 
Robert Croslin, W2 
Shani Warner, W2 
Patrick Paschall, W3 
Thomas Wright, W3 
Paula Perry, W4 
Ruth Ann Frazier, W5 
Joseph A Solomon, W5  
 

Absent: 
 

Ruth Ann Frazier, W5 
 

Also present were the following City staff members: 
City Administrator Tracey E. Nicholson 
Assistant City Administrator, Dir. of Community and Economic Development Jim Chandler   
City Treasurer Ron Brooks  
Police Chief Douglas Holland 
Director of Human Resources Vivian Snellman 
Director of Community Services Jake Rollow 
City Clerk Laura Reams 
Assistant City Clerk Lillie Littleford 
Elections Coordinator Nicola Konigkramer 

 
2) Pledge of Allegiance to the Flag  
 
3) Approval of Agenda 
 

RESULT: APPROVED [UNANIMOUS]  
MOVER: Edouard Haba, W4 (Council Pres.) 
SECONDER: Kevin Ward, W1 
AYES: Hollingsworth, Haba, Lawrence, Ward, Warner, Croslin, Paschall, Wright, Perry,Solomon 
ABSENT: Frazier 

 
4) Public Comment  
 
Michael Bello, a Ward 1 resident, addressed the Mayor and Council regarding the proposed Hyattsville Circulator 
Bus system. Mr. Bello provided the Council with copies of a prepared presentation on how a circulator system could 
connect the key areas of the City. He also provided information on the current bus routes in the City and the wait 
time between pickup at the stops. Mr. Bello said that branding, partnerships with local business, and community 
support was needed for a successful circulator system. He said he was looking forward to meeting with Council to 
discuss the idea further. 
    
Brian Wilson, a Ward 1 resident, addressed the Mayor and Council regarding the proposed Hyattsville Circulator Bus. 
Mr. Wilson stated that he and Mr. Bello both worked together on the presentation provided to Council. Mr. Wilson 
noted that he had worked with the Arts District East & West Homeowners Associations and both supported the 

http://hyattsville-md.granicus.com/wordlinkreceiver.php?clip_id=ebf829d2-390a-4731-a665-950c53cfb07a&meta_id=9eff845b-1137-4da5-bd64-97c6d0d6d0ea&time=1600
http://hyattsville-md.granicus.com/wordlinkreceiver.php?clip_id=ebf829d2-390a-4731-a665-950c53cfb07a&meta_id=9eff845b-1137-4da5-bd64-97c6d0d6d0ea&time=1600
http://hyattsville-md.granicus.com/wordlinkreceiver.php?clip_id=ebf829d2-390a-4731-a665-950c53cfb07a&meta_id=4656e473-dc4d-49fd-97b6-7a8c4f765cd5&time=1657
http://hyattsville-md.granicus.com/wordlinkreceiver.php?clip_id=ebf829d2-390a-4731-a665-950c53cfb07a&meta_id=4656e473-dc4d-49fd-97b6-7a8c4f765cd5&time=1657
http://hyattsville-md.granicus.com/wordlinkreceiver.php?clip_id=ebf829d2-390a-4731-a665-950c53cfb07a&meta_id=cf4a8bc6-8af3-4b8f-a591-44d64311b14a&time=1715
http://hyattsville-md.granicus.com/wordlinkreceiver.php?clip_id=ebf829d2-390a-4731-a665-950c53cfb07a&meta_id=cf4a8bc6-8af3-4b8f-a591-44d64311b14a&time=1715
http://hyattsville-md.granicus.com/wordlinkreceiver.php?clip_id=ebf829d2-390a-4731-a665-950c53cfb07a&meta_id=d0bab9f6-b8a3-43de-9332-18b11b4c8611&time=1727
http://hyattsville-md.granicus.com/wordlinkreceiver.php?clip_id=ebf829d2-390a-4731-a665-950c53cfb07a&meta_id=d0bab9f6-b8a3-43de-9332-18b11b4c8611&time=1727
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Hyattsville Circulator idea. He provided cost and ridership information on the existing Arts District shuttle funded by 
the Arts District Homeowners Associations. Mr. Wilson informed Council that he and Mr. Bello had started a 
change.org survey to gather community support for the circulator.  Mr. Wilson said he understood the financial 
burden for the City but believed that those burdens could be overcome and added that there were many citizens in 
support of the circulator. 
 
5) Summary of FY18 Budget Requests 
 
     FY18 Budget Request Summary Worksheet  
 
     FY18 Council Budget Initiatives Feb 1 2017_FINAL.DOCX  
 
6) Discussion Items  
 
     6.a Incentive for residents to plant native trees on their residential property. 

Suggested Action: I move that the Mayor and Council allocate $5,000.00 as incentive to resident to 
purchase a native tree for their residential property (up to $50 per property, for up to 100 residential 
properties). 

 
     6.b Incentive for residents to remove English Ivy and other damaging vines from trees on their property. 
 Suggested Action: I move that the Mayor and Council allocate $7,500 as incentive to residents for removal 

 of tree-damaging vines, and for maintenance over a period of time sufficient to eradicate from tree  
canopy (up to $75 per property, in 3 installments of $25 over 1 year, for up to 100 residential properties.) 

 
     6.c Gas Powered Mover Replacement Program. 

Suggested Action: I move that the Mayor and Council allocate $10,000 to fund the Gas Powered Mover 
Replacement Program. 
 

     6.d Arbor Day and Green Expo Event Funds. 
 Suggested Action: I move that the Mayor and Council increase the budget by $1,000 to fund two  
 environmentally-themed events for 2017. The two events are: Arbor Day/Earth Day 2017 in late April 

and a Green Expo, which would take place in early September. The funding would provide for a speaker,  
an event-day workshop, environmentally-beneficial hands – such as reusable water bottles, refreshments, 
and promotional literature to spread awareness about the event to residents. 

 
       6.e Climate Change and Local Adaptation Measures – Workshop and Speaker Series. 

Suggested Action: I move that the Mayor and Council allocate $1,000 to fund a series of speakers and one 
workshop.  The series will consist of three speakers and one workshop. The topics will be climate science 
research and climate adaptation opportunities for government, small businesses and community 
members.  The workshop will focus on helping Hyattsville residents learn how they can be prepared and 
help their neighbors prepare for climate change (long term) and weather-related emergencies (short 
term). The funding for these initiatives will go toward promotion of these events, the filming or audio-
recording of these events, and the printing of supplementary literature. 
 

NOTE FOR THE RECORD: The environmental committee initiatives, items 6.a – 6.e. were discussed together.   
     
Councilmember Paschall said he believed amendments to the initial budget proposals for the Hyattsville 
Environment Committee (HEC) were made at a recent committee meeting. Since he was unable to attend that 
meeting, he had hoped Director of Public Works Riddle would be present to provide an update. City Administrator 
Nicholson said Director Riddle was unable to make the Council meeting and she would provide an update on the 
initiatives. Administrator Nicholson said the committee decided to move forward with the native tree rebate 

http://hyattsville-md.granicus.com/wordlinkreceiver.php?clip_id=ebf829d2-390a-4731-a665-950c53cfb07a&meta_id=e22b28f3-948d-402e-a328-47331bba3aae&time=1919
http://hyattsville-md.granicus.com/wordlinkreceiver.php?clip_id=ebf829d2-390a-4731-a665-950c53cfb07a&meta_id=e22b28f3-948d-402e-a328-47331bba3aae&time=1919
http://hyattsville-md.granicus.com/wordlinkreceiver.php?clip_id=ebf829d2-390a-4731-a665-950c53cfb07a&meta_id=e22b28f3-948d-402e-a328-47331bba3aae&time=1919
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initiative and speaker series, deferring the other initiatives for a year. Councilmember Paschall noted that he 
introduced these programs on behalf of the Environment Committee and deferred to the agreement for moving 
forward determined between the committee and staff.  
 
Mayor Hollingsworth asked Council if there were any further questions on the HEC budget initiatives. Seeing none, 
Mayor Hollingsworth said the agreed upon initiatives would be included in the draft budget. Councilmember Paschall 
raised a point of order to inquire on the process for including initiatives in the draft budget. He asked if the Council 
would vote on each item and if it was the appropriate time to raise objections. Mayor Hollingsworth confirmed that 
this was the appropriate time to raise any objections, questions, or concerns, but also noted that further in the 
budget process there may be adjustments made to budget items.  
 
Councilmember Solomon inquired about staff support for the HEC initiatives. Administrator Nicholson said that 
many of the logistical details would be determined later, but staff would provide support to the HEC and the HEC 
would be required to coordinate and report to the City on expenditures. Councilmember Solomon asked for 
clarification on the rebate process for the native tree program. Administrator Nicholson clarified that the City would 
provide a rebate up to $50 per homeowner for a native tree purchase but noted residents could apply for an 
additional rebate through the County program. She said the County program would operate independently from the 
City’s program. Councilmember Paschall added further clarification on the program logistics.   
 
Councilmember Solomon asked if businesses and apartment buildings were eligible for the program. Councilmember 
Paschall and Administrator Nicholson both said that eligibility for businesses and apartments had not been discussed 
for the native tree program. Councilmember Paschall said he believed the HEC would support including businesses 
but added he thought residents should receive priority and a cap should be considered for businesses to ensure 
equitable distribution of the rebates. He noted that the committee, Director Riddle and Treasurer Brooks could work 
out these details. Councilmember Wright asked if the rebate program would cover purchases necessary for the care 
of the tree, including gator bags, fertilizer, etc. He also asked if the committee would assist the home owner in 
determining placement and care for the tree. Administrator Nicholson said that was not discussed at the committee 
meeting but she believed that providing advice on location and care would be part of the program. 
 
Councilmember Wright also inquired if trees could be planted in the City’s right-of-way. Administrator Nicholson 
stated trees could not be planted in the right-of-way without prior approval from the City. Councilmember Wright 
suggested that education on the meaning and location of the City’s right-of-way be provided to residents. 
Administrator Nicholson concurred. Councilmember Wright asked if the Shade Tree Board would participate in the 
administration of the program. Administrator Nicholson said she was unsure and would follow up with Council on 
the answer. Council Vice President Lawrence said he remembered from the last discussion that Director Riddle said 
that there are arborists on staff that could provide information on how to plant specific species of trees and where 
to plant the trees, so not to interfere with power or utility lines.  
 
6. City Administered Low Cost Aftercare 
 
Mayor Hollingsworth noted that the low cost aftercare item was accidently left off the discussion list for the agenda 
and asked Councilmember Ward to provide an update on the item. Councilmember Ward noted the program cost 
estimate had increased to $120K and anticipated revenues to $150K. He reiterated that the program was cost neutral 
for the City. Councilmember Ward said he had completed research into costs for existing similar programs and those 
programs were double or triple the cost the City planned to charge participants. Councilmember Ward noted the 
need to determine the optimal enrollment numbers for the program and said he would be working with Director 
Rollow on that item.   
 
Director Rollow briefed the Mayor and Council on the status of location for the program. He said that at least one 
local school was interested and would have space available. He added that the $120K program costs were anticipated 
to cover 50 students and five (5) to six (6) part-time contractors to run the program for the one-year pilot. He noted 
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that during his conversations with schools he had not made any commitments regarding the program. 
Councilmember Croslin clarified that the increased costs for the program were due to additional staffing 
requirements. Mr. Rollow confirmed and noted staff planned to allow participants to utilize the State voucher 
program for reduced enrollment fees. He also said the additional costs would include the administrative costs 
relating to Human Resources and Finance time, as well as the existing full-time staffer to oversee the program.  
 
Councilmember Paschall asked if thought had given to providing care on inclement weather days or early closing 
days. Director Rollow said he could look into this and noted the City had recently launched a Mini Camp Magruder 
but that program was for planned days off school and did not operate on snow days or the like. He noted the difficulty 
in scheduling a program with very little notice and problems pertaining to the availability of contractors to run the 
program on short notice.  
 
 Council President Haba expressed concern with achieving the minimum enrollment necessary to ensure the net 
zero cost of the program and said he did not think the program should move forward if it did not get a minimum of 
50 participants. Director Rollow said that after conversations with the locals schools he believed there would be 
strong interest in the program, especially if State vouchers were accepted. He noted the State vouchers would 
require additional administrative paperwork but thought it was worthwhile. Council President Haba asked if the 
part-time contractors for the program would receive benefits. Director Rollow said benefits would not be provided, 
but the City would incur costs for worker’s compensation.  
 
City Treasurer Brooks reiterated that the program was proposed as cost neutral and said he did not see the program 
bringing revenue to the City. Treasurer Brooks explained that funds remaining at the close of the program would 
return into the program for future year costs. He further explained the importance maintaining a separate fund 
account dedicated to the program. Councilmember Paschall said that ideally the City would be able to expand the 
program to more students and other school locations in the future and excess revenue could support those efforts. 
He said he believe this was a good program for Hyattsville residents. Mayor Hollingsworth asked for additional 
discussion. Seeing none, she clarified that the item would be included in the draft budget.  
 
7.f) President’s Task Force on 21st Century Policing Assessment – Implementation 
Suggested Action: I move that the Mayor and Council allocate Funding (amount to be assessed/determined) and 
staff resources to implement what remains to be implemented from recommendations 1.7.,2.2, 2.2.1, 2.2.4,2.13, 
5.9.1, and 5.11 of the Hyattsville City Police Department's  baseline assessment against the report from the 
President’s Task Force on 21st Century Policing. 
 
Mayor Hollingsworth provided Council with information on the cost estimates for the implementation of the 
initiatives, totaling approximately $62K. She said the costs included policing questions on the resident satisfaction 
survey, de-escalation training for officers and tuition assistance for staff. Mayor Hollingsworth asked for feedback 
from the Council, adding she believed the survey required additional council conversation.  
 
Councilmember Solomon expressed his support of the initiatives and the Mayor’s prioritization of the 
implementation schedule. He also agreed that the body needed further discussion on the survey. Councilmember 
Paschall agreed and asked how much the last community survey cost. Director Rollow reported that the last survey 
cost approximately $24K and the inclusion of additional police questions would raise the cost for the next survey to 
approximately $30K. He also noted that the City had received a fairly low cost for the last survey, due to strong 
negotiations, so he anticipated that even without the policing questions, the cost of the next survey would increase. 
Council Vice President Lawrence asked questions on the methodology of the last survey.   
 
There was a brief discussion regarding the educational assistance program. Human Resources Director Vivian 
Snellman provided information on the existing program, noting that while a policy for tuition reimbursement existed 
in the personnel manual, it had not been funded for the last several years. She said she believed there was staff 
interest in participating in the program. It was clarified that funds budgeted for the program would be available for 
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all staff, not only the police employees. Mayor Hollingsworth said her proposal would give program priority to those 
staff members without post-secondary education or certifications, and those seeking programs for job training 
enhancement, or leadership training. Mayor Hollingsworth then confirmed that the Council supported including the 
item into the draft budget.  
 
7.g.) Conceptual Design Services – Magruder Park 
Suggested Action: I move that the Mayor and Council allocate $25,000 (or amount to be assessed/determined) to 
support professional services to reimagine Magruder Park with Neighborhood Design Center.  
 
Mayor Hollingsworth provided an update on the proposal for a conceptual re-design of Magruder Park. She noted 
that in the motion she had requested partnership with Neighborhood Design Works (NDW), but had also instructed 
staff to ensure compliance with the City’s procurement policy regarding the bidding process.  
 
Council President Haba said he was concerned that the Council may not be able to immediately act upon 
recommendations from the conceptual design and that over time, the design would become obsolete. Mayor 
Hollingsworth said that from her perspective, the conceptual design would allow the City to visualize a framework 
on how the park could look and be used, but not include an engineering aspect with costs of materials and other 
labor requirements, noting these costs fluctuate over time. She said the next step would be an engineering phase, 
probably two (2) years in the future, and action four (4) to five (5) years after that. Mayor Hollingsworth also noted 
other projects on the City’s plate ahead of Magruder Park.  She said she believed a conceptual design was a good 
first step to begin talks on the park’s future.  Council President Haba reiterated his concern with timing of 
implementation and said he believed visioning could change in the future and he feared the City may not end up 
using the conceptual design when it came time for implementation. Mayor Hollingsworth said she believed the 
project was necessary to present a vision to residents. Council Vice President Lawrence said a conceptual design did 
not preclude changes from the design in the future, but he believed this was a necessary and good first step for the 
project. 
 
Councilmember Paschall said he had concerns about the conceptual design but they were different than Council 
President Haba’s. He said his primary concern was the unknown total cost of reimagining the park. He added that 
he would like clarity into the existing problems for the park and how significant those problems were for residents. 
Mayor Hollingsworth shared anecdotal data and noted that the community input aspect of the design would provide 
insight. She added that she viewed the Mayor and Council’s role as one to find resources to implement projects 
when necessary and this was a necessary first step in determining the vision for the park.  
 
Councilmember Paschall asked staff if there was a way to calculate or estimate the utilization of Magruder Park. 
Director Rollow said the City did not have specific data or a way to track utilization but he could try to get a rough 
estimate based on field permits and events. Administrator Nicholson noted that the time of year and pavilion rentals 
would also have an impact on the data. Councilmember Paschall said it sounded like it would be difficult to ascertain 
usage and said he did not want to expend staff time on it, although he thought it would be helpful to know how the 
space was utilized compared to other locations.  
 
Councilmember Solomon said he wanted to see the Council prioritize other facility needs and learn what types of 
activities residents were looking for before proceeding with a conceptual design. Councilmember Croslin said he 
would like clarity on the problems in the park; were the issues traffic flow or lack of amenities. He also asked what 
gave Mayor Hollingsworth the idea for the redesign. Mayor Hollingsworth said the idea began with her own 
experiences in the park and conversations with residents. She also said that she noticed areas in which Magruder 
Park fell short in comparison to other parks and public spaces. She said she hoped to gain insight into the best way 
to move forward with the park from the community engagement portion of the conceptual design.   
 
Councilmember Wright asked if the topic would be discussed during the February 15 Facilities Work Session. Mayor 
Hollingsworth said it would not be part of that discussion and elaborated that the only portion of the Park that 
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lended itself to that discussion was the recreation facility, which was not up for consideration. She added that the 
conceptual design would look at the layout, flow and available amenities of the park, in addition to the building 
facilities. Councilmember Wright said he believed that some concerns were around the idea of competing capital 
resources and he wondered if this project was unique to the other facility projects. Mayor Hollingsworth said in her 
opinion, it was unique but acknowledged that ultimately implementation would require funding. She said there was 
potential for competition for funds but that the Council had already set capital project priorities with the DPW 
building and 3505 Hamilton Street. Councilmember Croslin said if the City could obtain the parking lot next door to 
the park, it would be a benefit to the City.  
 
Council Vice President Lawrence asked Councilmember Solomon to reiterate what he wanted to see for this project 
to move forward. Councilmember Solomon said he wanted to understand the need. Council Vice President Lawrence 
said the community outreach portion of the conceptual design process was part of uncovering that need.  
Councilmember Solomon said he felt that the community outreach would determine if there was a need for a 
conceptual design and would help determine if minor or major renovations were necessary. 
 
Councilmember Paschall stated that, upon reflection, he was convinced the utilization of the park was high enough 
and the Park such a significant resource to the City that it was worth the relatively small investment of $20K for the 
conceptual design. Councilmember Warner said she supported seeing the item in the budget, adding she thought 
the Council would be in a better position to consider spending money on the park when the annual revenues were 
available.  
 
Council President Haba suggested that visioning for the park be included in the community sustainability plan. 
Assistant City Administrator Chandler said the plan that was underway was for a larger vision of the overall city and 
a more focused vision of Magruder Park had not been planned or budgeted. He suggested it was a stand-alone 
project. Administrator Nicholson said Director Rollow and Director Riddle had met with Neighborhood Design Works 
to discuss initial thoughts on how to reimagine Magruder Park. Director Rollow remarked on the sustainability 
planning sessions and the SpeakUp HVL forum on Magruder Park. He said a focused project with public planning 
sessions on the park would be beneficial.  
 
Mayor Hollingsworth took a straw poll of the Council to see if a majority supported inclusion of the conceptual design 
in the draft budget. The item was supported by the majority of members.  
 
7.h) Bikeshare Network(s) 
Suggested Action: I move that the Mayor and Council allocate funding (amount to be assessed/determined) to 
support implementation of a bikeshare system(s) compatible with regional needs. 
  
Mayor Hollingsworth provided background information on the proposal to support two (2) parallel bikeshare 
systems, mBike and Capital Bikeshare in the City at an approximate cost of $104K. Mayor Hollingsworth stated that 
the City’s participation in the existing mBike system located in College Park would allow students access to the 
commercial corridor located in Hyattsville. Regarding Capital Bikeshare, the allocated funds would support the City’s 
participation in Phase 1 of the County-wide implementation program. Mayor Hollingsworth turned the discussion 
over to Assistant City Administrator Chandler for additional details. She asked the Council to focus the conversation 
on the budget allocation and noted that the mechanics of the agreements and systems would be discussed at a later 
date. Assistant City Administrator Chandler briefly reviewed the timeline and implementation plans for both 
systems.  
 
Council President Haba thanked Director Chandler for the detailed memo. He asked what would happen to the 
equipment after the end of the two (2) year agreement with mBike. Mr. Chandler said the City would have options 
including returning the equipment or keeping and maintaining the equipment. Council President Haba noted that 
mBike had a relatively limited network and that his preference was to proceed with Capital Bikeshare at a lower cost 
to the City and a higher connectivity network. Mr. Chandler said Council President Haba had a valid point, but noted 
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that College Park, due to conditions of their grant was interested in subsidizing $92K of the City’s investment in the 
mBike system, reducing the overall cost for a two (2) year trial run to $76K. He added that if the City were to approach 
the project independently, it would see significantly higher cost. Director Chandler also noted that the mBike system 
would be ready for implementation much sooner than Capital Bikeshare and asked that Council consider these 
factors. Council President Haba asked what the cost per user was for mBike. Director Chandler said he believed the 
cost was less than $2.00 per ride.    
 
Council Vice President Lawrence stated his support for the proposal and said there was resident interest in the 
systems. Councilmember Warner concurred that a bikeshare system was a high priority for her residents. 
Councilmember Solomon asked which system the University of Maryland was utilizing and Director Chandler 
confirmed the university was using mBike. Councilmember Solomon stated his support for including budgeted funds 
for both systems in the draft budget.  
 
Mayor Hollingsworth reiterated that the Council was not making a decision on the bikeshare system that evening, 
but was making a decision on funding bikeshare initiatives. Council President Haba concurred that the decision point 
may change prior to the adoption of the budget. Mayor Hollingsworth asked the Council if there were concerns with 
including the $104K in the draft budget. Council President Haba noted that he did not support the mBike system.  
 
7.j.) AmeriCorps VISTA – New Application (Mentoring) 
Suggested Action: I move that the Mayor and Council allocate $20,000 to support a mentoring program in 
partnership with Big Brothers Big Sisters of the National Capital Area upon successful application to the AmeriCorps 
VISTA program. 
  
Mayor Hollingsworth asked if there were any follow up questions on the proposed AmeriCorps VISTA partnership 
with Big Brothers Big Sisters of the National Capital Area. There were no questions and Council indicated support for 
inclusion in the draft budget.  
 
7.l.) Hyattsville Circulator Bus 
Suggested Action: I move that the Council allocate appropriate funding for a Hyattsville Circulator Bus feasibility 
study. Such circulator will connect the city's two metro stations to the arts district on route 1 and the Riverdale 
MARC train station. 
 
Council President Haba noted there had been a lengthy conversation on the topic at the last work session. He 
suggested that the City consider a feasibility study model like University Park’s recent study. Director Chandler 
agreed and said there were also other recent studies the City may be able to piggyback off. Mayor Hollingsworth 
said she believed the City would benefit from a study and in a recent Council of Governance (COG) meeting she 
learned there were grant opportunities available for these types of studies. Councilmember Paschall noted he was 
still concerned with low utilization and the costs for operating an ongoing bus service.  However, he said he thought 
spending $20K on a feasibility study was not an unreasonable investment. He also suggested partnerships with 
neighboring municipalities.  
 
Councilmembers Wright and Paschall raised discussion points regarding the scope of the study. Councilmember 
Ward asked what information Assistant City Administrator Chandler needed to draft the scope of the study. Assistant 
City Administrator Chandler said he needed the geographical points and desirable wait times at stops, among other 
items. He noted that the University Park evaluation came back with annual operating cost estimates of 
approximately $300K. Administrator Nicholson said the City would provide a scope of work and work with Council 
to refine the scope. Council Vice President Lawrence said he was supportive of the study, but inquired if the item 
would come back to Council to review the scope before the City issued a Request for Proposal (RFP). He also asked 
if the scope could be included as a rider or amendment to the previously approved transportation study. Assistant 
City Administrator Chandler said that it was possible, but it depended if the City could utilize grant funds for the 
circulator study. Council Vice President Lawrence shared his concern that the previous transportation study had a 
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flawed scope and noted he did not want a similar outcome with either of these studies. Mayor Hollingsworth 
requested that the Council confirm the scope of the circulator study prior to the item either being included in the 
transportation study or as a separate study.  
 
Councilmember Paschall asked how the City could determine the appropriate amount appropriate funding for the 
study at this early stage. He said he feared the $20K currently proposed would not be sufficient for a detailed study 
that would provide exact cost estimates for the circulator bus.  Council President Haba said he believed the initial 
analysis would allow the City to approach other entities for partnerships. Assistant City Administrator Chandler said 
an initial study would provide basic route mapping and cost estimates. After some additional discussion, 
Councilmember Paschall repeated his thoughts that utilization for the service would be too low to justify the costs.  
Mayor Hollingsworth stated a disclaimer that the circulator bus presentation from Mr. Bello and Mr. Wilson was not 
work product done on behalf of the City. She asked if the Council would like to include the item in the draft budget. 
Councilmember Paschall requested clarification on the scope prior to the budget adoption.  
 
7.n.) Safety Improvements & Speed Mitigation: Nicholson Street, 31st Ave., Lancer Dr. and 31st Place. 
Suggested Action: I move that the Council allocate appropriate funding for staff to be able to implement needed 
improvements at the intersection of Nicholson St. & Maryhurst Dr., to replace the current rubber barricades; and 
near the playground in Heurich Park. Funding is also needed for speed mitigation on 31st Ave., Lancer Dr. and 31st 
Pl. 
 
Mayor Hollingsworth asked for clarification that funding would also be available for additional routine sidewalk 
projects. Administrator Nicholson confirmed funds for routine work were included in the draft budget and noted 
that additional funds had been included to address additional sidewalk projects. Council President Haba provided 
clarity to staff on the intent to remove the rubber barricades.  
 
Hyattsville Environment Committee (HEC) – Follow Up Comments 
 
Councilmember Paschall said he had received communication from the Environment Committee that there had been 
a miscommunication with staff on the initiatives the committee wanted to move forward. He said the HEC intended 
to move forward on the gas mower incentive as well as the other initiatives. He requested Council provide staff and 
the committee time to revisit this conversation. Administrator Nicholson and Council indicated agreement.  
 
10) Council Dialogue 
 
Council President Haba and said he looked forward to community conversations on the proposed Sanctuary City 
ordinance. Councimember Paschall noted the legislation was supported by nine (9) members of the Council.  
 
11) Community Notices and Meetings 
Main City Calendar_Jan 10 - 18 2017.pdf  
 
12) Motion to Adjourn 
 
The meeting adjourned at 10:18 p.m. 

RESULT: APPROVED [UNANIMOUS]  
MOVER: Robert Croslin, W2 
SECONDER: Thomas Wright, W3 
AYES: Hollingsworth, Haba, Lawrence, Ward, Croslin, Warner, Paschall, Wright, Perry, Solomon 
ABSENT: Frazier 
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