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Recommendation  
Authorize the City Manager to enter into a three-year agricultural lease with Bill White 
Farms LLC for agricultural services on the city-owned McPolin and Peterson open 
space parcels, in a form approved by the City Attorney.  (Exhibit A- Draft Lease)   
 
Background 

• In 1990, the City purchased the McPolin Farmlands and structures, referred to in the 
attached Lease Agreement as the ‘McPolin Parcel’.  

• In 1992, the City acquired the Peterson Parcels as part of the Willow Ranch 
Development in Park Meadows.  

• In 2005, City Council granted a Conservation Easement on the McPolin Farmlands 
in favor of the Summit Land Conservancy.  

• In 2013, City Council approved an agricultural lease with Frank Richards, which 
formalized the grazing and cultivation of hay which Mr. Richards had been 
performing annually for more than a decade.  

• In 2019, the City’s Sustainability Department, Summit Land Conservancy, Frank 
Richards, and Bill White Farms initiated a pilot project focused on sustainable 
agricultural and grazing practices. The project included monitoring and 
documentation of soil conditions, waterways, and grazing on the McPolin parcel. 

• In 2020, Frank Richards notified the City that he was not interested in extending his 
agricultural lease on the McPolin and Peterson properties. 

• In February, 2020, the City advertised a Request for Proposals (RFP) for Agricultural 
Services on the McPolin and Peterson parcels. 

 
Analysis 
 
The RFP sought services consistent with the City's open space's historical uses and 
with the Council's goals of preserving and enriching Park City's heritage, diversity, and 
environment, specific to the rural and small-town character. The RFP also requested 
proposals that would further the Environmental Sustainability Department's goals 
associated with regenerative agriculture and carbon sequestration. 
 
The RFP was advertised on February 13 and 17 in the Park Record. Additionally, the 
RFP was posted on the City's website and utahlegals.com.  Bill White Farms was the 
only respondent and was deemed qualified by the selection committee. Bill White Farms 
has played a vital role in the recent McPolin and Peterson parcels sustainable 
agriculture pilot project.  



 
The proposed Lease Agreement provides for the documented use, restrictions, 
monitoring, and termination if required. The term is five years with possible annual 
renewal. The lease also contains a termination clause for any reason, with a 14-day 
notice.  
 
The Plan and Partnership 
As initially advertised in a 2018 Park Record Article, the lease provides City staff the 
opportunity to further environmental goals associated with agriculture and open space 
by creating a partnership between the lessee and Summit Land Conservancy.  
 
The project anticipates the development of annual plans, encompassing specific goals, 
action items, and review with the following roles:  

• Bill White Farms will provide labor and technical resources to implement the plan. 

• Summit Land Conservancy will provide monitoring and grant funds. 

• The City will provide oversight, infrastructure funding, education, and grant 
funding associated with programming. 

 
Recommendation 
 
Authorize the City Manager to enter into a three-year agricultural lease with Bill White 
Farms LLC for agricultural services on the city-owned McPolin and Peterson open 
space parcels, in a form approved by the City Attorney.        
 
Funding  
 
A significant aspect of this project, is furthering the environmental sustainability goals for 
the City, which will require city funding unlike previous grazing leases. With that in mind, 
the City, Summit Land Conservancy, and the Leasee are committed to submitting and 
acquiring related grants. It is anticipated that city funds, associated with matching 
dollars required for grants or direct funding for infrastructure or programming will not 
exceed $15,000 annually. 
 
Attachments 
Exhibit A: DRAFT McPolin & Peterson Agricultural Lease 

https://www.parkrecord.com/news/park-citys-mcpolin-farm-has-new-residents-cattle/

