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Background:  Residents of Park City know that living in the wildland-urban interface (WUI), while 
beautiful and amazing, brings with it a very real risk of wildfire.  Under certain circumstances, a large 
wildfire in our area could deliver a severe economic blow to the City and private property.  Wildfire is the 
primary natural hazard in the region, both in terms of potential severity and likelihood.  As we look ahead 
to predict the intensity of the wildfire season, staff thought it might be helpful to provide a brief summary 
of conditions and initiatives underway, completed projects, ongoing strategies, and the outlook for the 
upcoming wildfire season. 
 
Summary of Conditions and Outlooks 
 
The 2020-21 winter has produced a 
below-average snowpack to date.  
As of March 1st, the Thaynes 
Canyon Snow Telemetry (SNOTEL) 
site reports snow-water equivalent 
snowpack of 12.7 inches, or 70% of 
the 30-year median of 18 inches at 
this time of year, using standard 
data from 1981-2010.  This data is 
consistent with the Statewide snow-
water equivalent report produced by 
the Natural Resource Conservation 
Service (NRCS), shown in Figure 1. 
 
On a longer-term weather outlook, 
cooler temperatures and dry weather 
are expected across southern and 
western areas of the Great Basin in 
the coming months. The best 
chance of above normal precipitation will remain over the northern 1/3 of the Great Basin. La Niña is 
expected to continue to influence the weather pattern and keep wet/cool conditions mainly north across 
the Pacific Northwest, northern Rockies and Idaho/Wyoming and drier weather further south. 
 
Supporting this data, the NRCS annual outlook published January 1, 2021, indicates a high probability of 
a drier summer and fall in terms of regional water supply. 
 
As of March 1, the Great Basin Coordination Center (GBCC), which covers portions of Arizona, Nevada, 
Idaho, Utah, and Wyoming for the National Interagency Coordination Center (NICC), predicts drought 
conditions persisting or worsening throughout the State of Utah, and forecasts that Summit County will 
meet or exceed the threshold for 'Extreme Drought' conditions (second highest rating on a five-point 
drought scale, from 'Abnormally Dry' to 'Exceptional Drought').   
 
However, periods of colder weather, stronger winds and precipitation are expected to impact much of the 
Great Basin at least through March and possibly into April, which will continue to improve precipitation 
and snowfall totals, especially over the northern half to two-thirds of the Great Basin. These colder 
storms, bringing snow to the valleys, may also help further compact any remaining carryover fine fuels. 

Figure 1 - Utah Current Snow-Water Equivalent 

https://www.nrcs.usda.gov/wps/portal/wcc/home/quicklinks/forecastCharts/#state=UT&basin=Weber%20Ogden%20Rivers&year=2021&pubDate=1-1&period=all&chartWidth=800&normalType=AVG&labelUnit=VOL&forecastLabels=ALL&showForecast=true&showForecastLabel=true&showObserved=false&showObservedLabel=false&showNormal=false&showNormalLabel=fals
https://gacc.nifc.gov/gbcc/predictive/docs/monthly.pdf


Fuel loading is expected to be lower going into this fire season with the fine fuel compaction over the 
northern half of the Great Basin thus far. 
 
All told, the data indicate that absent substantial continued precipitation between now and this summer, 
conditions are likely to pose a high risk of wildfire throughout Summit County and surrounding areas.   
 
Projects Completed or in Work 
 
 Community Wildfire Preparedness Plan (CWPP):  Park City's CWPP was completed in 2013.  
An extensive update to the plan commenced in August 2020 and continues, with an estimated completion 
mid-to late-spring, or prior to the 2021 wildfire season.  This plan describes the wildfire threat to the City 
and surrounding areas. It adopts recommendations for threat mitigation to lessen the risk or impacts of a 
catastrophic fire in our area.  It involves the work of multiple community stakeholders, including Summit 
County Fire Warden; Snyderville Basin Recreation District; Park City Visitors Bureau/Chamber of 
Commerce; Historic Park City Alliance; U.S. Forest Service; Utah Department of Natural 
Resources/Forestry, Fire & State Lands; Summit County Emergency Management; Dominion Energy; 
Rocky Mountain Power; Mountain Regional Water; Park City Fire District; Park City Mountain Resort 
(Vail); Deer Valley Resort, and others.  City departments include:  Executive; City Attorney's Office; Chief 
Fire Code Official; Community Engagement; Open Space, Trails, Real Estate; Public Utilities / Water; 
Planning; Police; Recreation; and Emergency Management. 
 
 Evacuation Plan:  A key component to the CWPP is the creation of a draft evacuation plan for 
the City, which was completed with the help of a CWPP sub-committee which met nearly every two 
weeks from the end of November 2020 through late February 2021.   External agency committee 
members included Utah Department of Transportation, Utah Highway Patrol, Summit County Sheriff’s 
Office, Summit County Search and Rescue, Summit County Emergency Management, Park City Fire 
District, Public Safety Dispatch, Deer Valley Resort, Park City Mountain Resort (Vail), and others.  City 
departments represented included Police, Transportation Planning, Transit, Recreation, Chief Fire Code 
Official, Building, Community Engagement, and Emergency Management.  This plan is scheduled to be 
exercised via a tabletop exercise (TTX) in April and finalized after that, incorporating any lessons learned 
from the TTX.  A full-scale exercise (FEX) of the plan, with community involvement, is envisioned for fall 
2021.  The finalized evacuation plan - designed to be scalable, flexible, and adaptable - is intended to be 
adopted as part of the City's Comprehensive Emergency Management Plan. 
 
 Update to the City's Municipal Code and Land Management Code:  In 2020, Park City's 
Planning Department proposed revisions to the Municipal Code, including the adoption of the 2006 Utah 
Wildland Urban Interface Code, as amended; implementing Wildland Urban Interface standards; and 
adding Firewise designations to the Title 14-1-5 plant list; revisions to the Land Management Code 
defining Defensible Space and Firewise 
Landscapes/Landscaping; and implementing 
Wildland Urban Interface standards for the Sensitive 
Lands Overlay, Annexations, and Master Planned 
Developments.  Council unanimously passed 
Ordinance 2020-35 on July 9, 2020. 
 
 Park City Fire District (PCFD) Chipping 
Program:  PCFD operates a seasonal chipping 
program available at no cost to residents.  The 
program allows homeowners to create defensible 
space on their property, as well as maintain 
vegetation within Firewise-recommended parameters.  
Due to increasing popularity, PCFD is seeking to 
double its crew capacity for 2021 and add equipment 
through funding from a FEMA pre-disaster mitigation 
grant.  More information on the PCFD chipping 
program can be found here. 
 
 Trails and Open Space Defensible Space 
Work:  Trails and Open Space conducts annual 

Figure 2 - Firewise Landscaping 

http://parkcity.granicus.com/DocumentViewer.php?file=parkcity_b756a8378842ee42865f5964b017728d.pdf&view=1
https://www.pcfd.org/fire-prevention/wood-chipping/


defensible space work on City-owned properties. Prioritization of this work is based on the Department of 
Natural Resources wildfire priority map and discussions with the CWPP committee. Services are primarily 
provided on open space properties adjacent to residential areas. The City provides services on City-
owned property within Zone 2 or 100 feet from a residence or structure (see Figure 2). Thus, work areas 
and the type of work vary depending on the amount of City-owned property within the zone AND the 
amount and type of vegetation. Based on a 100’ wide residential lot, the City provides about 4050 sq/ft or 
.10 acre of services per residence. 
 
The current budget is $20,000. As part of the FY 22 budget process, the department is requesting 
$60,000 for the program, which would raise the current level of service from 1.33 acres to over 4 acres. 
Additionally, Trails and Open Space prepared a Forestry RFP for the Treasure Hill open space to secure 
forestry services specific to defensible space clearing on Treasure Hill. Work is projected to take place in 
the fall of 2021. 
 
 Firewise/Fire-Adapted Community Certification:  Work on this nationally-recognized 
certification is currently on hold after the departure of the previous City Fire Marshal, but certification 
remains a priority, and will carry long-lasting benefits for the community at large.  This certification would 
be an important demonstration of the City's dedication towards preventing catastrophic wildfire in the 
area, which remains the most likely and potentially most dangerous physical and economic natural 
hazard faced by the community.  
 

 


