
AGENDA SUMMARY
EUREKA CITY COUNCIL 

TITLE: CALTRANS RICHARDSON GROVE IMPROVEMENT PROJECT- TRUCK 
TRAFFIC IMPACTS

DEPARTMENT: Public Works

PREPARED BY:  Brian Gerving, Director of Public Works

PRESENTED FOR: ☐Action ⊠Information only ☐Discussion

RECOMMENDATION

1. Receive informational update on the Caltrans Richardson Grove Project and the 
anticipated truck traffic impacts.

FISCAL IMPACT

⊠No Fiscal Impact ☐Included in Budget ☐Additional Appropriation

COUNCIL GOALS/STRATEGIC VISION

Financially Sound City Providing Effective Services

DISCUSSION

At its December 15, 2020 meeting, Council requested that staff return with a presentation 
regarding potential impacts of Caltrans’ proposed Richardson Grove project on truck 
traffic through the City. Staff reached out to Caltrans to provide an informational update 
on the Richardson Grove Construction project, with the following being a synopsis of that 
information. 

Caltrans proposes to construct minor adjustments to the roadway alignment on U.S. 
Highway (US) 101 between post miles (PM) 1.1 and 2.2 in Humboldt County. The project, 
which runs through Richardson Grove State Park, would allow access by industry 
standard-sized trucks that conform to the Surface Transportation Assistance Act (STAA). 
STAA trucks are currently restricted north of Leggett, a community located approximately 
15 miles south of the project area.

On May 18, 2010, Caltrans issued a Finding of No Significant Impact (FONSI), which 
stated that, “the preferred alternative will have no significant impact on the human 
environment.” A study conducted as part of the environmental document came to the 
following conclusions:



 It is estimated there will be a reduction in the number of annual truck trips of 12.3 
percent if the STAA restrictions through Richardson Grove were lifted. The 
reduction in the number of trips due to increased efficiency would likely offset any 
increase in number of trips due to reduced transportation costs. 

 STAA trucks are subject to the same weight restriction as non-STAA trucks; the 
economic advantage for the longer vehicles is not present for heavy loads. 

 The total number of trucks would not be likely to change regardless of truck size 
for routine, regular truck trips. 

 It is not likely that through truck traffic would be diverted from the I-5 corridor to 
use US 101 if the STAA restriction is lifted, as it would not be as economically 
feasible for the trucking companies to change their existing routes based upon 
fuel consumption and travel times, when compared to the straighter alignments 
and faster travel times of I-5 and Route 99 corridors.

 Very little latent demand is expected with the removal of the STAA restriction.

While staff has not performed a separate traffic analysis of the project, the conclusions 
reached in the FONSI seem sound.  It stands to reason that larger trailers with more 
capacity will result in fewer overall trips.  Additionally, the lack of significant commercial 
and industrial areas to the north along the coast make the likelihood of additional 
through truck traffic low.

The project is currently in litigation and the estimated start date is to be determined.
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