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Meeting Date:  December 22, 2020

To: Public Art Advisory Board

From: Dana A. Souza

Date: December 16, 2020

SUBJECT:

Proposed Sculpture Garden – 2nd Ave. S. – Method & Concept

BACKGROUND:

Method & Concept, a contemporary art gallery and design studio locate at the new Collective 
Building at 111 10th St. S. (Suttie 112), is requesting a right-of-way (ROW) permit from the City 
of Naples to exhibit public art on publicly owned property. This location is at the intersection of 
2nd Ave. S. and 10th St. S. and is directly across 2nd Ave. S. from the Method & Concept 
gallery. 

History of Origination by Method & Concept: 

2013 – Method & Concept opened at 26 10th Street South.  Director, Chad Jensen was one of 
the founding members of the Naples Design District as well as past president of the United 
Arts Council of Collier County, invested in the Naples community and began identifying ways 
to enhance the resident and visitor experience in our area.  

2018/19 – Method & Concept had the distinct honor of placing a public art commission in the 
City of Naples, at their new location in The Collective. The large-scale sculpture entitled, 
CraterStone296 by Paris-based artist, Arik Levy graces the entrance of The Collective 
standing as a likely iconic marker for the Naples Design District.  Method & Concept gifted their 
participation in the efforts.

2018/19 – Engagement with the City led to a greater interest in activating public spaces, and in 
2018 upon numerous site visits to the new Method & Concept home on the corner of 10th 
Street South and 2nd Ave South, Jensen identified a small “right of way” green space adjacent 
to Naples Square.  An opportunity to beautify the area by creating a small sculpture park and 
community resource was identified and pursued with the city of Naples. Community 
partnerships including local non-profits were connected to enhance the potential of the space.  
Digital renderings were produced and plant species for planting were identified. 

2020 – Further community engagement and enrichment planning led to Method & Concept 
gifting a large-scale lighting sculpture to the city along with the New York-based artist, Jason 
Krugman, for the Baker Park, Eva Sugden-Gomez Pavilion, entitled, Basket.
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2nd Ave. S. Proposal:

Method & Concept has provided two conceptual renderings for consideration.  One concept 
(Attachment 3) includes an ADA path from the existing sidewalk along 10th St. S. to the east 
connecting to the dome along with landscape and the sculptures. Another concept (Attachment
#4) includes solely the dome, sculptures and landscape proposed.  

The proposed project includes the following additional details: 

1. Installation and placement of the art, landscape and path shall be further coordinated with 
City departments.          

2. Method & Concept is proposing pathway options for either a paved path or ADA compliant 
mulch.

3. The geodesic dome is an open structure that will be professionally engineered to withstand 
winds, rain, and humidity.   It will be properly placed and secured to the ground.  

4. Method & Concept is working with the Naples Botanical Garden (NBG), to plant and 
replace species that will thrive in that specific area.  Trees will not be removed or placed, 
rather smaller shrubs and plants will be added to enhance the space.  A list of ideal plants 
and sources for purchasing plants was presented to Method & Concept by the Naples 
Botanical Gardens, who surveyed and assessed the grounds at the ROW.  The NBG is 
offering a continued partnership through expert gardening advice from President of 
Horticulture as well as ongoing maintenance training.

5. Temporary (rotating) sculpture exhibits. Frequency of rotation to be determined by Method 
& Concept. The sculpture Method & Concept proposes for the site will be reviewed and 
approved by the City Manager. 

Method and Concept will be responsible for insuring and maintain the sculpture and vegetation 
installed in the ROW. A copy of Method & Concept’s ROW permit application, special 
conditions developed by the City Streets and Stormwater Department, support documents 
(which includes site photos) and conceptual renderings are included in the agenda packet. 

While the PAAC does not have a formal role in approving ROW permit applications, City staff 
believes the PAAC’s review and recommendation to City Council would be valuable to the City 
Council’s review process as the sculpture garden will be installed on publicly owned land. 

On June 4, 2019, Member Kinney presented photographs to the PAAC illustrating sculpture
gardens in Italy. The sculpture exhibits are installed temporarily and as one exhibit is removed 
another is installed. The photographs and minutes from the June 4, 2019 meeting are included 
in the agenda packet. 

The ROW permit application and project proposal will be reviewed by City Council on January 
20, 2021. 

RECOMMENDED ACTION: 
1. Receive presentation from Method & Concept.
2. Discussion.
3. Motion making a recommendation to City Council. 
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