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Elko County 
Board of Commissioners 

Re: Ordinance allowing for the sale of recreational marijuana in Jackpot, Nevada 

Dear Commissioners, 

We value our long and friendly relationship with Elko County and the partnerships we 
have created and maintained to make our communities safe and successful places to live. 
Because of this. we write to ask you to reject the proposed ordinance to allow the sale of 
recreational marijuana in Jackpot. Nevada. 

While a dispensary may be an economic opportunity for the town of Jackpot, we are 
concerned that the location of the dispensary poses several problems which will have an adverse 
effect on our citizens. There can be no mistake that opening a dispensary in Jackpot wi ll 
dramatically affect Idaho. Marijuana sales in Oregon along the Idaho border are O\er 400% 
higher than anywhere else in the Oregon. 75% of Oregon's marijuana sales and 35% or 
Washington· s arc due to Idahoans streaming over the border to get what is illegal in Idaho and
frequently to take it back home in violation of Idaho law. ln Idaho. of course. recreational 
marijuana is illegal and possession over 3 oz. is a felony. 

Dispensaries located near Idaho in border towns such as Clarkston and Spokane. 
Washington and Ontario, Oregon have contributed to increases in health risks, accidents, and a 
variety of drug-related crimes in adjacent Idaho communities. We believe that a Jackpot 
dispensary will lead to similar increases in Twin Falls County and the need for increases in our 
law enforcement to police our borders and respond to accidents and crimes. and an added strain 
on our already full jail and crowded courts. 

Highway 93 is the lifeline between our communities. We have always worked together to 
protect those who travel that dangerous road between our j urisdictions. A Jackpot dispensary 
will harm these efforts and will also likely increase the flow of illegal drugs of all kinds. 
According to the National J lighway Traffic and Safety Administration, Coloradans driving under 
the influence of marijuana increased from 7.8% in 2006-before legalization-to over 24% in 
2014. In Washington the increase was 122%. according to the Washington State Traffic Safety 
Commission. Other crime has risen as well. .. We've seen an increase in every single 
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neighborhood in Denver in almost every single crime from homicide to car thefts:· said Denver 
District Attorney, Mitch Morrissey. 

With legalization of recreational marijuana; the sales of other illegal drugs will also likely 
rise. William Bennett. Drug Czar under President Reagan, points out that legalization does not 
eliminate the black market in illegal drugs, to the contrary, '·now gangs flourish in a legalized
drug environment. spreading addiction throughout America." California has seen the black 
market thrive since legalizing recreational marijuana, mirroring Colorado's experience. 
California·s Governor has called for extra patrols of the National Guard to .. go after illegal 
cannabis farms. many of which are run by the cartels.'· 

J\nd. sadly. Marijuana's impact on our citizens is not limited to DUis, crashes. and 
crimes. Research from states which have legalized marijuana, such as Colorado, Washington, 
Oregon. and California has shown an increase in marijuana-related hospitalizations. Treatment 
for cannabis-related symptoms in the Denver area increased by 382% after recreational 
marijuana was allowed. Much of the increase was in mental disorders such as psychosis, 
depression, and anxiety. Compared to non-users. daily marijuana users have more than three
times the incidence of psychosis, according to the Institute of Psychiatry, Psychology and 
Neuroscience at King's College, London. After legalization in Colorado. according to the 
National Survey on Drug Use and Health, Coloradans of all age groups (12-17. 18-25, and 26 
and over) rank first for marijuana use. One out of three Denver high schoolers is a marijuana 
user. And marijuana today is, of course, much more potent than yesterday's weed: averaging 
68% THC- in the 1970's it averaged 2%. As one Coloradan observed. "underage kids now 
have unbelievable access to nuclear strength weed.'' 

We are concerned that the Jackpot dispensary will increase marijuana use within our 
borders that will trickle down to those who are most vulnerable. Children often suffer the most 
from use and abuse of intoxicating substances. Joseph A. Califano. President Carter's Secretary 
of Health, Education and Welfare says, marijuana impairs "short term memory and ability to 
maintain attention span; it inhibits intellectual, social and emotional development, just when 
young people are learning in school. There is a powerful statistical correlation between using 
marijuana and use of other drugs such as heroin and cocaine." He continues, "Legalizing drugs 
not only is playing Russian roulette with children, it is slipping a couple of extra bullets in the 
chamber." 

It's little wonder why the American Medical Association warns that, ··cannabis use is 
associated with an earlier age onset of psychiatric disorders, particularly schizophrenia," and that 
The American Academy of Pediatrics "opposes legaliz.ation of marijuana because of the potential 
harms to children and adolescents." 

We urge you to reconsider the location of this dispensary to lessen the impact that it will 
have on your friends and neighbors to the North. The health, safety, and judicious use of our 
taxpayer resources are important to us and the citizens of Twin Falls County. We look forward 
to continuing our partnerships with you for the benefit of the prosperity of both of our 
communities. 




