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Summary 

• Park City has renewed its status as a National Weather Service (NWS) StormReady 
community. 

• The City first received official recognition as a StormReady community from the National 
Weather Service on August 4, 2014. 

 
The Opportunity 
 
The vast majority of all Presidentially-declared disasters are weather-related, leading to an 
average of 500 deaths per year and nearly $14 billion in damage.  StormReady, a program 
started in 1999, helps equip America's communities with the communication and safety skills 
needed to save lives and property--before and during a severe weather event. StormReady 
helps community leaders and emergency managers strengthen local safety programs. 
StormReady communities are better prepared to save lives from the onslaught of severe 
weather through advanced planning, education, and awareness.  
 
In addition to preparation for severe weather, StormReady certification for residents includes 25 
Community Rating System Credit Points, which reduce insurance premiums for those 
participating in the National Flood Insurance Program (NFIP).   
 
StormReady uses a grassroots approach to help communities develop plans to handle all types 
of extreme weather—from tornadoes to winter storms. The program encourages communities to 
take a new, proactive approach to improving local hazardous weather operations by providing 
emergency managers with clear-cut guidelines on how to improve their hazardous weather 
operations. Applying is easy. To be officially StormReady, a community must: 

 
• Establish a 24-hour warning point and emergency operations center 
• Have more than one way to receive severe weather warnings and forecasts and 

to alert the public 
• Create a system that monitors weather conditions locally 
• Promote the importance of public readiness through community seminars 
• Develop a formal hazardous weather plan, which includes training severe 

weather spotters and holding emergency exercises. 
 
Background 
 
The StormReady application and review includes a severe weather plan, National Oceanic and 
Atmospheric Administration (NOAA) weather alert radios in key city buildings, weather spotter 
training, communications plans, 24-hour warning points, weather, and water monitoring, 
National Weather Service (NWS) information reception equipment, and weather safety public 
outreach. 
 
On August 4, 2014, Park City completed its initial application and received National Weather 
Service recognition as an official StormReady Community, one of only five municipalities and 14 
counties in Utah.  We have now renewed that status as of September 2020.   



 
More information regarding the StormReady program is located at 
https://www.weather.gov/stormready/ 
 
 
A list of Utah communities, counties, tribes, universities, and commercial entities currently 
recognized as StormReady:  

 

 
 
Department Review 
Emergency Management, Legal, and Executive  
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