
AGENDA MEMORANDUM City Manager

Ethics above all else...   Service to others before self...  Quality in all that we do.

Regular Meeting Date:  October 21, 2020

To: City Council

From: Dana A. Souza, Deputy City Manager

Date: October 11, 2020

Legislative        Quasi-Judicial 

SUBJECT:

Public Hearing and Second Reading of an Ordinance amending Chapter 22 – Environment, 
Article II – Nuisances, Section 37 (a) Definitions, (c) Specific noise prohibitions.

SUMMARY:
City Council is asked to consider an Ordinance to amend Chapter 22- Environment, Article II –
Nuisances, Section 37 (a) Definitions, (c) Specific noise prohibitions that would prohibit the use of 
certain leaf blowers within the City’s corporate limits. 

City Council approved the proposed Ordinance amendment at First Reading on October 7, 2020.

BACKGROUND:
During Public Comment at the May 13, 2019, City Council Workshop, Mr. James Streicher, 
representing the Old Naples Association (ONA) presented a petition to City Council requesting 
relief from noise generated by the use of using lawn (leaf, debris, etc.) blowers in the ONA 
area. More specifically, the petition, which included 198 electronic signatures, requested the
City consider requiring contractors to use lawn blowers that do not exceed 65 decibels dBA. in
the ONA area. 

During City Council discussion, former City Councilor Reg Buxton asked that the City review 
options that would prohibit the use of gasoline-powered lawn blowers in the City. City Council 
agreed to schedule a Workshop discussion at a future date to consider ONA’s petition and 
Councilor Buxton’s suggestion. The City Council workshop was held on December 16, 2019. 

At the December 16, 2019 City Council workshop, City Council directed staff to present a text 
amendment that would include a 1-year lead time for landscaper to comply with equipment and 
decibel requirements, schedule discussions with landscape industry concerning the Ordinance 
amendment and analyze enforcement issues for the Ordinance amendment. At the December 
2019 workshop, staff included an option where properties exceeding 1-acre in size would be 
exempt from any Ordinance prohibiting gas powered leaf blowers. After consideration of 
enforcement issues, staff has not included that exemption in the current Ordinance options. 
This may create a hardship for contractors or property managers who maintain large properties 
(i.e., golf courses, parks, airport, etc.). 
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Staff conducted an on-line survey to obtain feedback from the landscape contractors and 
residents. Public meetings were not held due to the COVID-19 public health emergency. Staff 
has considered Code Enforcement issues related to each Ordinance option. 

On October 7, 2020, the City Council considered two options to amend the Noise Ordinance. 
After hearing presentations and public comment, City Council deliberated and voted to 
approve Option 1 at First Reading. 

The Ordinance Amendment provides a definition for a Leaf Blower and prohibits the use of all 
gasoline powered leaf blowers within the City. The Ordinance Amendment also prohibits the 
use of all battery and electric powered leaf blowers that exceed 65 decibels (dBA) as shown on 
the manufacturer’s label affixed to the leaf blower. Leaf blowers that do not have a 
manufacturer’s label that identifies its dBA rating may not be used within the City. 

Provided the City Council approves the Ordinance amendment at Second Reading on October 
21, 2020, the amended Ordinance will take effect on October 21, 20219 (1-year from the date 
of second reading). 

The Agenda Memorandum and packet information from October 7, 2020 is included in the 
agenda packet should City Council members which to review the detailed information provided 
at First Reading. 

MASTER PLAN/CAPITAL IMPROVEMENT PROJECT:
Vision Plan: This project serves to meet the following goals from the adopted 2007 Vision 
Plan: 

1. Preserve the Town’s distinctive character and culture – Core Goal
2. Maintain an extraordinary quality of life for resident – Critical Element Goal

RECOMMENDED ACTION:
1. Conduct Public Hearing and discussion.
2. Approve Second Reading of an Ordinance amending Chapter 22 – Environment, Article

II – Nuisances, Section 37 (a) Definitions, (c) Specific noise prohibitions.


