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Recommendation 
Consider a recommendation to change to the Park City Municipal Code to no longer 
exempt mechanical equipment from the City’s noise regulation. 
 
Background 
Noise is a common quality of life concern for local jurisdictions, residents, and 
neighborhoods.  Recently, noise concerns between residents within the densely populated 
areas of Old Town have become more apparent. Park City’s Municipal Code currently 
exempts “permitted mechanical equipment in working order regardless of the time or 
frequency of operation” (LMC 6-3-10 K) from noise control regulations.  Residential 
structures in the Historic District are very close together and noise, however faint, can be 
disturbing and result in disagreements and complaints between neighbors.   
 
Over time, PCMC has received numerous requests to consider a more stringent noise 
regulation.  Specifically, that the City should  require mechanical equipment to meet the 
adopted dBA standard for residential areas without exemption. 
 
Staff reviewed ordinances from other jurisdictions to understand what has been 
successfully implemented around the State and country.  We felt the language used in Salt 
Lake City, West Valley, Ogden, and Boulder, CO, were most applicable to Park City.  
None of these jurisdictions had an exemption for mechanical equipment noise, and we 
could similarly  amend our own Noise Ordinance if desired by Council.  
 
Analysis 
Below is an informational update of the Noise Ordinance 2017-53, Title 6 Chapter 3 of the 
Municipal Code, adopted November 16, 2017 (packet, pg 238).  Enforcement staff worked 
in cooperation with the Building, Police, and Special Events to consistently enforce the 
Ordinance. To date, staff believes the additional restrictions and clarifications have proven 
effective.   
 
In February 2020, Council requested staff re-evaluate the effectiveness of the noise 
ordinance in the Historic District as a result of specific concerns related to mechanical 
equipment.  Staff met with residents and conducted field observations. During these 
observations staff found noise levels to be compliant with the adopted City standards.  

https://parkcity.municipalcodeonline.com/book?type=ordinances#name=6-3_Noise
http://www.parkcity.org/Home/ShowDocument?id=48376
http://parkcityut.iqm2.com/Citizens/FileOpen.aspx?Type=1&ID=2306&Inline=True


 
Decibel Levels 
Amendments throughout Title 6 Chapter 3 were intended to generally maintain the noise 
standards (65 dBA), while adding specificity for the commercial and residential use 
districts, and day and evening.  This is consistent with the noise ordinances in Salt Lake 
City, West Valley, Ogden, and Boulder, CO.   

 
Use District 10:00 P.M. – 6:00 A.M. 6:00 A.M. – 10:00 P.M. 
Residential                      50 dBA                    55 dBA 
Commercial                     60 dBA                    65 dBA 

 
Additionally, to maintain current noise standards, the Ordinance specifies that when noise 
can be measured in more than one land use category (residential and commercial), the 
limits of the least restrictive use (commercial) shall apply.   

 
Mechanical Equipment Noise 
Staff evaluated several locations for mechanical equipment noise, and although the 
mechanical equipment of each location met the current noise standards, complaints are 
still being generated particularly from one resident.    During the February 2020 City 
Council Meeting, Councilmember Henney requested staff take a deeper dive to determine 
if the adopted dBA is appropriate for the Historic District, relative to mechanical equipment 
noise, due to the topography, proximity of structures, and additional challenges associated 
with the Historic District dynamics.   
 
Enforceability 
The current Code contains provisions for effective enforcement with either administrative 
or criminal enforcement paths.  To ensure that enforcement staff is confident in their ability 
to enforce noise regulations, staff received training from both the sound meter vendor and 
interdepartmentally.  Additionally, a brief overview has been incorporated within Public 
Safety’s monthly training.   
 
Generally, the noise ordinance requires a 10 minute measurement period.  This creates a 
potential resource issue for enforcement staff, who receive the majority of noise 
complaints at night.  However, this 10 minute measurement period also provides more 
confidence in both enforcement and prosecutorial abilities and is typically only required 
after a first warning has been unsuccessful.  Staff recommends maintaining the current 
standard and intends to continue monitoring the workload impacts.   
  
Department Review 
The Building, Public Safety, Legal, Special Event, Planning, and Executive Department 
have been reviewed and provided input into this staff report.  
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