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Background: 

As part of the pandemic response, local school districts need to plan for the potential reopening of school 

sites. Any such planning must remain flexible in order to accommodate current local health conditions.   

 

Discussion/Issues 

Currently, Los Angeles County is in the lowest tier (purple) and may not reopen all schools. Schools may 

not reopen fully for in-person instruction until the county has been in the Substantial (Red) Tier for two 

weeks, per guidance available from the State of California website https://covid19.ca.gov/safer-economy/ 

 

On October 5, 2020, the Los Angeles County Health Department released the waiver application for 

grades TK-2. However, the following limitations were included with the waiver (see complete information 

at http://publichealth.lacounty.gov/media/Coronavirus/docs/education/InstructionsSchoolWaiver.pdf) 
which is summarized below:  

● No more than 30 schools will be granted approvals each week  

● Prioritization for all slots will be given to schools with higher percentages of students qualifying 
for Free or Reduced-Price Meals (FRPM)  

● The 30 schools per week will be equally distributed between the five Supervisorial Districts.  

● Letters of support from groups representing teachers and other school staff, and parents are 

REQUIRED. For schools where employees are represented by labor unions, the letter(s) of support 

must come from the representative labor organizations 
 

Based on the current health conditions and the limitations of the TK-2 waiver process, Matt Hill, 

Superintendent, recommends that schools remain in distance learning through this semester as it would be 

too disruptive to shift instructional models at this point in the school year.  

 
In the meantime, Superintendent Hill recommends that (1) staff continue to work on plans that would 

allow for Special Education students to return to campus for assessments and small group work, (2) that 

the District continue planning for athletes to return for conditioning, and (3) that District staff continue 

planning for the potential of distance learning and hybrid instruction when it is safe to do so based on 

health conditions and guidelines.

https://covid19.ca.gov/safer-economy/
http://publichealth.lacounty.gov/media/Coronavirus/docs/education/InstructionsSchoolWaiver.pdf


 

Recommendation 

Matt Hill, Superintendent, will report on current Los Angeles County health restrictions associated with 

the reopening of schools and present his recommendations, as presented. 

 

 
 

 


