
Town of North Kingstown, Rhode Island

100 Fairway Drive
                 North Kingstown, RI  02852-5762
        Phone:(401) 294-3331

Fax: (401) 885-7373
Web: www.northkingstown.org

Date: September 25, 2020

To: North Kingstown Town Council

From: Conservation Commission
Harbor Management Commission

Subject: CRMC Application #2017-03-066 and RIDEM Water Quality Certification
Number DP-17-156 & WQC 17-059 – for modification of the dredging 
method to include blasting of rock found in a portion of the approved 
dredge channel as shown on the submitted plans.  The allowable over 
dredge will increase 2-feet in the blasting area to insure full removal.  
The material will be disposed of at the RIDS as originally approved.  

The above-referenced application was reviewed by the Conservation and Harbor Management 
Commissions at their joint meeting of September 24, 2020. There being no substantive 
objections to the application, the Commissions both voted unanimously to send a positive 
recommendation to the Town Council in support of the overall project however they would like
the following concerns considered:

1. The requirements of the Marine Mammal Protection Act (MMPA) should be adhered to 
by the applicant regarding the harassment of marine mammals inhabiting the area.  
Mitigation measures should be taken to ensure there are no violations of the MMPA.  

2. Related to the requirements of the MMPA, these local waters are home to seals off 
North Kingstown’s shore particularly at this time of year.  Seals are in the process of 
migrating during the coming months and will be vulnerable to the effects of blasting.  

3. Alternatives to the proposed blasting should be considered.  Based upon the nautical 
chart, there appears to be a more direct route closer to and parallel with the land that 
may have sufficient depth to accommodate the new Electric Boat transport barge. This 
would eliminate the need to blast and likely reduce costs.    



4. As it relates to alternatives to the proposed blasting, the applicant indicated that the
regulatory agencies preferred that the activity continue in the originally approved 
channel given that a portion of the channel has already been dredged.  An alternative 
location would introduce additional disturbance to an undisturbed habitat.  They prefer 
to continue the dredging and blasting work in the already disturbed area.  The 
Commissions requested that the applicant provide a report from the regulatory agencies
stating why an alternative area could not be utilized. 

5. There are local fisherman who place lobster and snail pots in the vicinity of the 
proposed blasting. These fisherman should be notified well in advance of the blasting so 
they do not put their pots in this area and/or can remove any pots already in place.  The 
RI Marine Fisheries organization should be notified of the blasting and be asked to 
distribute notice to the local fisherman.  Notices could also be placed at the Town Wharf 
and Allen Harbor marina.  

Based upon the above, the following vote was taken:

Conservation Commission Voting Members:  Ahren Cohen, Tim Wasco, Amy Sonder, Donna 
Hutchinson and Jason Bergenstock (5-0). James LeBlanc recusing.

Harbor Management Commission Voting Members:  Barbara Ray, Keith Finck, Ernest Wilcox
and John Wilson (4-0).

If you have any questions, please do not hesitate to contact Rebecca Lamond at 
blamond@northkingstown.org or (401) 268-1572.  


