August 24, 2020
Jeff Page, Lyon County Manager
27 S. Main Street
Yerington, NV 89447
Dear Mr. Page;
The Friends of Old Town Dayton are a group of local citizens who have a love and respect for history and who
have recognized a need and an opportunity to bring our skills and vision to help revitalize Old Town Dayton.
We have adopted bylaws and formed a Board of Directors. Our officers are Chairman Russ Wright, Vice
Chairman Andy Sichak, Treasurer Julie Lucero, Secretary Mary Ann Sichak, and Trustees Valerie Augustine,
Elaine Bergstrom and Alan Lucero. Our 501(c)(3) application has been received by the state and is pending
approval.
On July 1, 2020 we submitted a proposal to Lyon County for stewardship of the St. Ann’s Chapel in Dayton
(copy attached). You might ask why you should consider us for the stewardship. The answer is that we care
about this historic building, we are capable and we are determined to see the restoration and maintenance of
the chapel performed in a timely and responsible manner. Our policy and procedures shall include:
Restoration Priorities
 Public health and safety
 Building security and protection
 Compliance with Comstock Historic District and Lyon County codes and regulations
A Focal Point for Community Outreach
 Encourage interaction between existing businesses and residents
 Provide support and encouragement for new businesses and residents
 Develop types of activities that draw the community in outlying areas into Old Town Dayton
o 4th of July parade
o Activities and events that benefit community groups, businesses and organizations
o Activities that honor the local history such as the Pony Express and the Lincoln Highway
Self-supporting
 Refurbish, restore and manage the chapel with little or no financial assistance from Lyon County
 Grants, fundraising and private investments will fund ongoing restoration, maintenance and projects
 Commit a percentage of “profits” from activities to be returned to Lyon County annually
Thank you for your consideration. Please feel free to contact me if you have any questions or comments.
Respectfully,
Russ Wright, Chairman
Friends of Old Town Dayton
travelnman65@gmail.com
(805) 400-0313
Cc: Lyon County Commissioners
Attachment

Proposal from
Friends of Old Town Dayton
501(c)(3) Nonprofit (pending)

To: Lyon County
Regarding the eventual “stewardship” of the St Ann’s Chapel at 40 Pike Street, Dayton
Upon final review of an actual stewardship document and the resolution of transfer of St
Ann’s church building, Friends of Old Town Dayton would propose:
 The primary goal of stewarding the St. Ann’s Church shall be to work toward
rehabilitating and restoring the St Ann’s structure, as much as possible, to its 1935 era
character and preserve its historic spiritual significance in Dayton.
 Then working towards creating a community friendly, a user friendly gathering
place - inside and out - for use by groups, individuals and activities, some organized
as events, some as individual activities – i.e. a couple of “old timers” sitting at a table
playing checkers, or folks passing by just sitting in the shade for a spell to visit.
 Begin to organize regular community events that would bring diverse groups
together – to get acquainted, to be encouraged to work together, to raise funds – most
importantly, to reintroduce a daily life and vitality back into “old town.”
 And then develop a plan and program whereby the “Little Chapel on Pike Street”
might become self-supporting, self-perpetuating.
This would start by submitting to appropriate Lyon County departments, within three months,
a long-range plan with goal and objectives and the means by which they will be
accomplished. This long-range plan would include means for securing necessary funds and
financial support through grants, fundraisers and/or benefactors. Friends of Old Town
Dayton intent is, that even though the stewardship is a quasi-public/private partnership, that it
be accomplished with little Lyon County financial support.
 It is anticipated the nonprofit may be prepared to assume some responsibility for
utilities as appropriate, is prepared to partner in those insurances as may be prudent
and will assume responsibility for the care, maintenance and upkeep of the building
and grounds.
 Friends of Old Town Dayton would to work with Lyon County towards the
eventual development of a restroom facility by generating necessary funding and
construction oversite.
 Friends of Old Town Dayton would consider entering into a stewardship
agreement with the understanding that a negotiated percentage of any “profits” from
activities would be returned to Lyon County annually.

Jeff Page <jpage@lyon-county.org>

To the honorable Lyon County Commissioners, Jeff Page, Lyon
County Manager and Steve Rye, Lyon County District Attorney:
1 message
Lou Cabrera <lougalena1@gmail.com>
Tue, Sep 8, 2020 at 1:20 PM
To: bhastings@lyon-county.org, kgray@lyon-county.org, jdini@lyon-county.org, jpage@lyoncounty.org, srye@lyon-county.org

I strongly support the stewardship of Dayton’s St. Ann’s Chapel being given to the
Historical Society of Dayton Valley (HSDV.) I believe the HSDV will best preserve
this historic property. HSDV was the driving force behind getting the chapel
donated to Lyon County by St. Ann’s and the Diocese of Reno (the Catholic
Church). HSDV initiated this effort and has worked in good faith as a joint effort
with Lyon County and the Catholic Church over the past two years on securing this
property by Lyon County and adding it to HSDV's Stewardship agreement. In this
effort, HSDV helped pay legal fees for the property transfer and paid Chapel utilities
since late 2018.

At the August 20, 2020 meeting of the Board of County Commissioners, with no
warning to HSDV, the agenda item to accept the addition of St. Ann's Chapel to the
existing HSDV Stewardship agreement was stopped because an unnamed, untested
'other group' wanted to obtain the stewardship.

The HSDV has a 30-plus-year record of preservation in Old Town Dayton, has
worked successfully with the county on several other projects and assures to honor
the Catholic Church's covenant that the chapel be historically preserved.

It is clear the stewardship of St. Ann's Chapel was a joint effort by HSDV, the
Catholic Church, and Lyon County. The stewardship should be granted to HSDV
with their 30 year proven track record of taking care of historic Dayton buildings.

Thank you and please support the Historical Society of Dayton Valley founded in the
1990s to save the Bluestone Building, which is now the Dayton Justice Court.

Sincerely,

Lou Cabrera
305 Bayhill Dr.
Dayton, NV 89403
cell: (775) 286-9443

Jeff Page <jpage@lyon-county.org>

St Anns
1 message
Lynne Whitson <ldwhitson1293@gmail.com>
To: jpage@lyon-county.org

Tue, Sep 8, 2020 at 4:09 PM

The historical society has worked diligently over the years to preserve much of
the historical history of Dayton. This has been done year after year as
volunteers with a love and a connection to Dayton who have put forth the effort
to prevented loss of significant historical information to time and neglect.
As
a property owner in Dayton’s historical district I believe St Anns, Dayton and
all of Lyon County would benefit from the property being put under the control
of the historical Society.
Thank you for your For your thoughtful consideration of this issue.
Lynne Whitson

Jeff Page <jpage@lyon-county.org>

HSDV and Russ Wright's Character
1 message
Lynne Ballatore <lballatore@charter.net>
To: jpage@lyon-county.org

Wed, Sep 9, 2020 at 8:27 AM

County Manager Page ,
In urging you to support HSDV in the stewardship of St. Ann's Chapel, I wish to expose the
character of Russ Wright, who heads the group trying to gain control of the chapel.
The Friends of Old Town Dayton was created by a group who internally tried for years to
take over the Historical Society of Dayton Valley (HSDV) and in 2019 failed to be elected
by the voting membership in a 2 to 1 victory for their opponents. Mr. Wright stopped
participating in the HSDV after the election where he had used HSDV's membership list
without permission to send the attached copy of his letter to all members except select
members who he opposed in the letter and some he must have felt were sympathetic to
those members. The letter backfired by making many members incredibly angry.
Mr. Wright's normal mode was to be friendly to your face at meetings and events, then
openly derogatory of the HSDV Board and leadership in other settings where board
members were not present. I admit Mr. Wright can be productive but was toxic to the
HSDV organization.
I take personal offense to his letter, as I was treasurer and Chair of the Railroad committee
at the time. When you read Mr. Wright's letter you will see why I took offense to the
attack. My included follow-up letter, which would not have been necessary without the
distribution of his letter, factually contradicts many of Mr. Wright's libelous claims.
Please consider that Mr. Wright's inappropriate letter shows a vindictive character that
could only be trouble.
Thank you
Lynne Ballatore

HSDV Russ sic letter LAB Answer.pdf
1810K

Jeff Page <jpage@lyon-county.org>

Stewardship Agreement for St. Ann's Church
1 message
Mabel Masterman <memaste@aol.com>
Wed, Sep 9, 2020 at 3:06 PM
Reply-To: Mabel Masterman <memaste@aol.com>
To: "bhastings@lyon-county.org" <bhastings@lyon-county.org>, "vkeller@lyon-county.org"
<vkeller@lyon-county.org>, "kgray@lyon-county.org" <kgray@lyon-county.org>,
"jmortenses@lyon-county.org" <jmortenses@lyon-county.org>, "jdini@lyon-county.org"
<jdini@lyon-county.org>, "jpage@lyon-county.org" <jpage@lyon-county.org>, "srye@lyoncounty.org" <srye@lyon-county.org>
Dear Lyon County Officials,
As an active member of the Historical Society of Dayton Valley (HSDV), and having served a major portion of the last 16
years on their Board of Directors (including office of President) I want to go on record stating that I support awarding the
stewardship for St. Ann's Chapel to the Historical Society of Dayton Valley.
Over the last 30 years this historical society has had a strong record of continually and actively working to preserve
Dayton's historic buildings and its history. During the past 2 years HSDV took a successful lead in helping get the historic
Chapel donated by the Diocese of Reno (the Catholic Church) to Lyon County.
Unfortunately, at this point in time, action on HSDV's request for stewardship has literally stopped due to an unnamed,
untested "other group" that stepped forward recently and also wants the stewardship.
With all due respect, I ask that Lyon County Commissioners award St. Ann's Chapel stewardship agreement to Historical
Society of Dayton Valley. Thank you.
Mabel E. Masterman
P.O. Box 458
(residence: 303 Valley View Drive)
Dayton, NV 89403
memaste@aol.com

Jeff Page <jpage@lyon-county.org>

St Ann's Church
1 message
Melanie Cooler <melcooper72@gmail.com>
Tue, Sep 8, 2020 at 5:49 PM
To: bhastings@lyon-county.org, vkeller@lyon-county.org, kgray@lyon-county.org,
jmortensen@lyon-county.org, jdini@lyon-county.org, jpage@lyon-county.org
Lyon County Official,
I support the stewardship of Dayton’s St. Ann’s Chapel being given to the Historical Society of Dayton Valley
(HSDV). I believe HSDV will best preserve this historic property. HSDV was the driving force behind getting the
chapel donated to Lyon County by St. Ann’s and the Diocese of Reno (the Catholic Church). HSDV initiated this
effort and has worked in good faith as a joint effort with Lyon County and the Catholic Church over the past two
years on securing this property for Lyon County and adding it to HSDV’s Stewardship agreement. In this effort,
HSDV helped pay legal fees for the property transfer and paid Chapel utilities since late 2018. In the August 20,
2020 meeting of the Board of County Commissioners, with no warning to HSDV opted not to act on agenda item.
Action stopped because an unnamed, untested ‘other group’ wanted to obtain stewardship. HSDV has a 30plus-year record of preservation in Old Town Dayton, has worked successfully with the county on several other
projects and assures to honor the Catholic Church’s covenant that the chapel be historically preserved. It is
clear from the beginning that obtaining St. Ann’s Chapel was a joint effort by HSDV, the Catholic Church and
Lyon County. The stewardship should be granted to HSDV with their 30-year proven track record of taking care
of historic buildings. Thank you and please support the HSDV.
Yours truly,
Melanie Cooper

Jeff Page <jpage@lyon-county.org>

St. Ann's Chapel, Dayton
1 message
Ron Reno <xronreno@gmail.com>
Wed, Sep 9, 2020 at 11:15 PM
To: bhastings@lyon-county.org, vkeller@lyon-county.org, kgray@lyon-county.org,
jmortensen@lyon-county.org, jdini@lyon-county.org, jpage@lyon-county.org, srye@lyoncounty.org
I strongly support the stewardship of St. Ann's Chapel in Dayton being entrusted to the
Historical Society of Dayton Valley.
Besides being a member of this devoted preservation group, it and its core members have
greatly assisted me in a number of historical and architectural history projects in the
Dayton area for many years. Their latest contribution was to greatly enhance the quality of
the national Society for Industrial Archeology Fall Tour I led in Dayton and the rest of the
Comstock last year.
An untried group can cause untold damage to an historic property in almost no time.
Please continue to work with the HSDV on this matter unless you have overwhelming
independent and confirmed documentation that another group could perform this service
better.
Thank you for your continuing work on behalf of Lyon County and for your consideration in
this matter.
Ron Reno, PhD. RPA
Heritage Resources Consultant, Silver City, Nevada
Architectural Historian, Desert Research Institute

