
September 15, 2020

Sandra Shewry, Acting California Department of Public Health Director
Marjorie Katz, Harm Reduction Specialist
PO Box 997377
MS 0500
Sacramento, CA 95899-7377
Marjorie.katz@cdph.ca.gov

RE: Eureka City Council Opposition to the Authorization Renewal of Humboldt Area Center for 
Harm Reduction

Dear Ms. Shewry,

On March 1, 2016, the City Council of the City of Eureka adopted a resolution in support of SEPs, 
and specifically in support of the Humboldt Area Center for Harm Reduction (HACHR). As the 
program was developing, concerns from the community were being brought to Council and discussed 
at public meetings. Understanding the importance of SEPs and the programming HACHR was 
providing to our community, Council and staff developed a SEP Ordinance in an effort to address 
some of the community’s concerns and provide a regulatory framework to protect HACHR’s 
existence. In March of 2018, the Ordinance was adopted by Council. Among other conditions, the 
Ordinance required that SEPs operating in City limits need to provide reports to the City Manager on 
a quarterly basis detailing their efforts in complying with the Ordinance. 

On October 8, 2018, the California Department of Public Health (CDPH) authorized HACHR’s SEP 
in Eureka. Leading up to this authorization, HACHR’s compliance with the City’s SEP Ordinance was 
sporadic. Since the 2018 state authorization, HACHR has refused to comply with the Ordinance and 
have been outright dismissive of requests by the City to do so. Furthermore, HACHR has not 
provided an annual report to the City Council or Board of Supervisors since their October of 2018 
authorization, which is out of compliance with Section 121349.3 of the Health and Safety Code.
HACHR is in violation of both local and State law.

It is the City’s stance that HACHR lacks the judgment required to address the complex issues of 
operating a SEP and refuses to collaborate with both the City and the neighboring community. 
Because of this, the City Council cannot support the SEP as currently operated by HACHR and 
opposes CDPH renewing their authorization.

Sincerely,

Susan Seaman
Mayor


