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The Honorable Demar Dahl, Chairman 
Elko County Board of Commissioners 
540 Court Street, Suite IO I 
Elko, NV 89801 

Chairman Dahl, 

July 1, 2020 RECEIVED 

JUL - 1 2oro 

Elko County 
Board ot Commissioners 

I am writing to request information regarding the local response to the recent increase in COVID-
19 cases reported in Elko County. As you are aware, Nevada has experienced a statewide increase 
in COVID-19, but some jurisdictions have been hit harder than others. I am concerned about recent 
increases in Elko County as well as information regarding large public gatherings in your 
community and I would like to know your plan to address it and how the state can assist you in 
meeting the public health needs of your residents and visitors. 

Per your recent COVID-19 case update submitted on June 30, 2020, Elko County is reporting a 
452% increase in confirmed COVID-19 cases since June 1, while testing only increased 172%. At 
the same time as this significant outbreak, I have received information that Assemblyman John 
Ellison has been approved to host a public event with 1,500 people expected to attend. I am sure 
that we can agree that a 452% increase in your community represents a considerable change 
regarding the presence of this virus in Elko County, and that such a change should be met with an 
enhanced local response and not major public gatherings that may only make the outbreak worse. 

As we discussed recently, I am very interested in hearing your plan for addressing this increase in 
cases, and the potential increases that may come in the near future. Your emergency manager 
provided my staff with a copy of your recently updated Emergency Operations Plan (EOP), 
however this EOP is a general, all-hazards plan for your entire community. I am interested in the 
specific measures you and your fellow community leaders have enacted in order to provide for 
local health and safety, particularly with respect to the recent increase in COVID-19 cases. 

From the state's perspective, we are continuing to work to stop the spread of this deadly virus. 
This includes several actions, including most recently a directive requiring face coverings as well 
as the development and implementation of a new plan in support of reopening efforts. We have 
also announced the distribution of millions of dollars of CARES Act money to communities 
around the state, over $9 million of which is identified for the entirety of Elko County to provide 
for the health and safety of your communities. And since the launching of the Nevada United: 
Roadmap to Recovery, my plan to reopen and keep open our economy, I have allowed for and even 
encouraged local government to adopt further restrictions and guidelines for their communities as 
necessary. 



Specific information on your reopening plan will be tremendously helpful as I continue to assess 
statewide data and make important decisions about our ability to reopen as a state. It will also be 
helpful in identifying what additional resource needs we may be able to coordinate on your behalf. 
As you are aware, this deadly pandemic will continue to spread rapidly without appropriate public 
health measures, and we remain committed to assisting in the development and maintenance of a 
robust public health system in Elko County and throughout the state. 

Thank you for your effort in responding to this letter. If you can any further questions or comments, 
please feel free to contact Caleb Cage on my staff at ccage@gov.nv.gov or at 775-684-5670. He 
will also happily work with your team to identify items that meet my reporting needs 

Sincerely, 
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