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TOWN OF DAVIDSON BOARD OF COMMISSIONERS
CONSISTENCY STATEMENT

DPO MAP AMENDMENT – NORTH MAIN ST EXTENSION OF THE DAVIDSON LOCAL HISTORIC DISTRICT

SUMMARY OF ACTION TAKE BY BOARD

Vote: XX-X

Description of Action: The Board of Commissioners find the proposed map amendment as outlined in 
the Davidson Local Historic District, North Main Street Extension map attached hereto as Exhibit A, 
consistent with adopted plans and policies of the Town of Davidson.

PROPOSAL / REQUEST

The proposed North Main Street Extension of the Davidson Local Historic District encompasses 
approximately 34.25 acres, and is that portion of the Davidson National Register District north of, and 
adjacent to, the current local district that continues to retain integrity. The district expansion includes 
properties on either side of North Main Street, the mill buildings flanking Delburg Street between North 
Main Street and Watson Street, the houses on the east side of Watson Street between Delburg and 
Armour Streets, and the houses on the south side of Armour Street, east of Watson Street. 

The significance of this local historic district extension is detailed in the attached designation report 
(Exhibit B). The area encompasses a substantially intact collection of historic resources reflecting the 
growth of the town from the antebellum era to the mid-twentieth century. The North Main Street 
Extension of the Davidson Local Historic District retains its integrity of location and setting, maintaining 
its street system, its traditional land use patterns as well as its mature shade trees that enhance the 
historical ambience of the town.

Owners of property in the local historic district are required to receive approval for many exterior 
changes in the form of a Certificate of Appropriateness. This applies to existing historic structures, as 
well as newly constructed structures in the local historic district. Applications for Certificates of 
Appropriateness are reviewed by the Davidson Historic Preservation Commission or staff for compliance 
with the Davidson Historic District Design Guidelines. 

SUMMARY OF PETITION / PROPOSAL

The proposed map amendment expands the Davidson Local Historic District to an approximately 34.25 
acre area north of, and adjacent to, the current local historic district. The purpose of this map 
amendment is to protect and conserve the heritage and character of the town.

CONSISTENCY STATEMENT

In the opinion of the Board of Commissioners, the proposed map amendment is consistent with the 
Comprehensive Plan, as adopted by the Board of Commissioners and amended from time to time. The 
areas in which the amendments are consistent with this document are as follows: 

 Consistency with the Davidson Comprehensive Plan (2020): 
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The map amendment aligns with Davidson’s General Planning Principles: 
- We must preserve Davidson’s character and sense of community. 

o The essence of Davidson is that residents know their neighborhoods and interact 
with them in a variety of well-designed settings. This sense of community is 
enhanced by: a walkable and historic downtown and adjacent neighborhoods; 
Engaging public spaces and celebrating historic resources throughout town.
(Character & Community, Pg. 8)

- We must maintain Davidson’s unique sense of place through quality architecture and 
design.

o Livable environments include well-designed buildings, a dynamic public realm, and 
seamless connections between the two. This means that: Davidson’s cultural 
heritage and historic resources will be actively preserved and maintained.
(Placemaking, Pg. 11)

The amendment also fulfills recommendations provided in the town’s comprehensive plan: 
- Chapter 2: Create and Conserve Places We Love

o Create new and preserve existing neighborhoods that enable walkability, choice, 
and evoke a sense of place: Create and protect a unique and meaningful sense of 
place by mixing uses and preserving historical assets. (General Practices of 
Sustainable Conservation and Growth, Pg. 32)

o Goal 2.4, A Preserved Historical Fabric: Davidson will celebrate its unique 
architectural and cultural history through preservation initiatives and designing 
new buildings, spaces, and landscapes that complement the existing historic 
fabric and leave an inspiring building legacy. Policies include:
 Support identification, stewardship, and preservation of historic 

properties and Davidson’s historic district, including features of the 
public realm. Pursue their historic landmark designation or inclusion in 
an expanded local historic district as appropriate. (Policy 2.4.1: Support 
Preservation of Historic Properties and Districts, Pg. 42)

 Existing historic context should be used to guide redevelopment and new 
development while recognizing the importance of complete 
neighborhoods that feature a variety of building types. (Policy 2.4.3: 
Guide New Development Using Historic Patterns, Pg. 42)

 Reuse and rehabilitation of existing disinvested homes and buildings 
should be encouraged and supported for use as dispersed workforce 
housing units. Where appropriate, minimum building code standards 
should be applied in a manner compatible with historic preservation 
efforts. (Policy 2.4.4: Encourage Reuse and Rehabilitation, Pg. 42)

o Goal 2.5, Contextually-Sensitive Infill and Redevelopment: Recognizing the 
need to prioritize growth where there is existing infrastructure rather than grow 
outward, Davidson’s infill development and redevelopment will support and 
enhance the character of valued built patterns. Policies include:
 Infill development is important because it directs growth away from 

cherished natural areas and has the potential to support and enhance 
the existing built environment. Infill development shall enhance and not 
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detract from the building character of the town. While this policy is 
subjective, in general infill should carry forward the spirit of the town’s 
historic design features (i.e., scale, proportion, setbacks, character) with 
continued direction from the Design Review Board and Historic 
Preservation Commission. (Policy 2.5.1: Infill Development Shall Enhance 
the Town, Pg. 43)

----

Adopted this 28th day of April 2020. 

____________________________
Signature/Date
Rusty Knox
Mayor


