
April 22, 2020

Tammy Randal-Parker, Forest Supervisor
Inyo National Forest
351 Pacu Lane
Bishop, CA 93514

Dear Forest Supervisor,

The Mammoth Lakes Town Council and the Mono County Board of Supervisors met on April 22, 
2020 and considered the proposed Forest Order to close designated roads within the immediate 
vicinity of the Town of Mammoth Lakes, including landscapes that lie within the Town’s 
municipal boundary on Federal public lands. Specifically, the closures include roads in the
Mammoth Lakes Basin and the roads extending from the Minaret Vista (Red’s Meadow and 
Joaquin Ridge) down into the Reds Meadow Valley. The areas are defined in the proposed Order. 
The Town and County understand the expressed concerns for the safety of USFS personnel and 
visitors to national forest recreational sites given the COVID-19 pandemic. We are aware of the 
staffing challenges faced by the Inyo National Forest to adequately open and manage high use 
areas prior to bringing on seasonal staff.

The Town and County in partnership with the Mammoth Lakes Fire Protection District and the 
Mono County Health Officer are managing a coordinated response to the COVID-19 Pandemic. 
We are following state and federal public health guidance as well as the executive orders issued 
by Governor Newsom including the Stay At Home Order for all Californians We have also issued 
local Public Health Orders to mitigate the impact of COVID-19. Our community has responded 
well to these mitigation orders and we are “flattening the curve” in Mono County. 

We believe that the next several weeks will be pivotal in our fight against the COVID-19 
pandemic. Along with our hospital and Public Health Officer we have taken steps to limit the 
actual population in Mono County, both to protect the capacity of our health care system, which 
is limited to and to reduce the spread of the disease from people traveling to Mono County and 
Mammoth Lakes from outside the region. We appreciate the support and collaboration we have 
received from our federal land managers in these efforts. 

As we continue to look forward and desire to work together, we understand the driving factors 
behind the proposed closure order. However, it is not without reservations that we support these 
efforts. With spring and summer upon us, the desire of our local population to be out and enjoying 
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our local landscape will be strong. The beauty and enjoyment of federal public lands is a primary 
motivating factor for our residents to live here; federal public lands are the compelling attraction 
that supports our visitor-based economy. The Town has historically underinvested in local public 
parks because 75% of the landscape within the Town’s municipal boundary is federal public lands 
managed by the US Forest Service. It is important to consider that for residents of Mammoth 
Lakes, the federal public lands and trails that lie within the municipal boundary of the Town are, 
in fact, the local public park and trail system. In the face of this existential pandemic, it is in the 
interests of all parties that access to these recreation amenities be maintained for the larger good 
of the public’s health, consistent with new social realities being imposed by the pandemic.

In an effort to meet the needs of the US Forest Service as you strive to comply with California’s 
Stay At Home Order, to continue to protect our community from COVID-19 while still permitting 
prudent use of federal public lands consistent with directives of the Federal Government and the 
Regional Forester that “… the general Forest area including the extensive trail system will remain 
open and available to the public…”, we ask you to consider the inclusion of the following in the 
closure order related to the Mammoth Lakes Basin and Red’s Meadow areas: 

1. Allow for foot and bicycle use, on closed roads, to the extent legally allowable.
2. By June 5th, decide to rescind or modify the Forest Closure Order for areas defined in 

Exhibit A and B of the proposed Order and reconsider maintaining the closures staying in 
effect through June 30th, 2020.

3. Any decision to rescind or retain the Forest Closure Order will include consideration of 
local capability to support on the ground conditions, the prevalence of COVID-19 in the 
community at the time of the Order’s review, and consistency and relevant Local, State 
and Federal direction.

Your consideration of the above requests in the approval of proposed Forest Order 05-01-20-20 
COVID19 Emergency Closure of specified areas is greatly appreciated. We respectfully request 
that you remain engaged with our communities and that we work together and with our staffs as 
you consider the time line of the proposed Order. 

Sincerely, 

Bill Sauser Stacy Corless
Mayor Chair
Town of Mammoth Lakes Mono County Bord of Supervisors


