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STATE OF NEVADA ) 

COUNTY OF ELKO ) ss.  

 

The Board of Elko County Commissioners met in an emergency special session on Monday, March 16, 

2020, at 10:00 a.m., at the Nannini Administration Building, Suite 102, 540 Court Street, Elko, NV 89801. 

 

There were present: County Commissioners  Delmo Andreozzi 

        Demar Dahl, Chairman 

        Rex Steninger  

   County Manager   Robert Stokes 

   Natural Resources Director  Curtis Moore 

Deputy District Attorney   Rand Greenberg 

Deputy County Clerk   Michele Merkley 

Deputy County Clerk   Ana Salaz 

 

A) CALL TO ORDER 

 

Chairman Dahl called the meeting to order at 10:00 a.m. Commissioner Karr and Commissioner 

Eklund were absent.  

 

B) PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE 

 

Rand Greenburg, Deputy District Attorney, led the Pledge of Allegiance.  

Mr. Greenburg advised certain criteria had to be met in order to call an emergency meeting and 

reviewed the requirements and consequences. He advised he did not have enough facts to recognize 

whether or not this was considered an emergency or unforeseen circumstance.  

Commissioner Andreozzi advised they were aware of the coronavirus issue but it evolved rapidly. 

He stated the County did not currently have an Emergency Manager and he thought that was critical. He 

also thought it was important to communicate with the public.  

Mr. Greenburg stated he wanted to make the board aware of the law.  

Chairman Dahl and Commissioner Steninger believed they were justified and the meeting would 

proceed.  
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C) COMMENTS BY THE GENERAL PUBLIC 

 

Harry Botsford, Spring Creek resident, advised this meeting was better attended than most 

meetings and he thought that meant the public agreed it was justified.  

Todd Pehrson, School District Superintendent, advised they were working on plans to distribute 

food to children on the free or reduced plans and also working on providing resources for parents while 

children are at home. He stated they could not have predicted this but they were available as a resource 

and would send out any information and updates as they come.  

John Gerard stated he was present as he sits on the State Health Board and is a medical 

technologist and laboratory supervisor as well as a virologist. He stated he had contacts and the ability to 

advise the County if there were any questions or problems. He stated he was also FEMA trained. He stated 

they needed to come up with a common-sense plan and offered his support. He advised he was in touch 

with the rest of the lab techs in Nevada to come up with a plan for all of the hospitals in all counties to be 

staffed properly.  

Assemblyman John Ellison advised he had received several calls from concerned seniors. He 

stated he had talked to the Senators and they needed to figure out how to get supplies to seniors in need.  

Terri Clark, Northeastern Nevada Health Regional Hospital, advised they had response plans in 

place, were staffing, and were prepared with appropriate supplies. She stated they had restrictions that 

they had to follow and are following all CDC protocols. There would be new protocols put in place to 

protect patients and keep the spread as low as possible. She stated she also volunteered for the Church of 

Latter-Day Saints and they had requested food supplies to help members of the community.  

Commissioner Steninger asked about the test kits.  

Ms. Clark advised there was a national shortage. They have test kits but not enough to respond to 

all those that believe they may have COVID-19. There is an algorithm to rule out other things, and they 

will respond appropriately. She stated there was a five day turn around as the tests had to be sent to the 

state lab.  

Chairman Dahl asked if someone should go their doctor first if they wanted to be tested.  

Ms. Clark advised they should go to their provider first and recommended calling them first. She 

stated people could still come to the hospital and they would get them into the process.  

Gerald Ackerman, UNR School of Medicine, discussed Nevada Project Echo which anyone could 

dial into. There will be a COVID-19 update on March 19
th

 from 12:00-1:00 p.m. He stated flyers would be 

available in the back of the room.  

Sheldon Mudd, NNRDA, advised the Governor’s Office of Economic Development was working 

with the Nevada Division of Emergency Management and Small Business Administration to assess small 

businesses in rural Nevada to see how they were impacted by COVID-19. He stated any qualified 

businesses that were impacted could go to diversifynevada.com and there was an application under press 

releases.  

Chairman Dahl advised agenda item D.2 would be heard next. 

 

D) COVID-19 ISSUES RELATED TO ELKO COUNTY 

 

D.2 Discussion and consideration of the temporary appointment of Annette Kerr as the County 

Emergency Manager. Ms. Kerr served until recently in this position and is familiar with the 

State and Federal procedures and requirements.  

 

Annette Kerr advised she served the County for over 7 years and recently resigned to take other 

employment. She has gone through several disasters and would accept the contract.  
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MOTION: Commissioner Andreozzi moved to temporarily appoint Annette Kerr as the Elko 

County Emergency Manager. Commissioner Steninger seconded the motion. The 

motion passed unanimously.  

  

 D.1 Discussion and consideration of issues related to the COVID-19 situation facing our nation, 

state and Elko County including local impacts and direction regarding those impacts to our 

community.  The Governor has declared a State of Emergency and ordered all K-12 

schools closed from March 16 to April 10. Elko County continues to encourage our citizens 

to follow the Center for Disease Control recommendations to limit possible contact, wash 

hands frequently with soap and water, avoid touching the facial area with unwashed hands, 

use 60% alcohol-based hand sanitizers, and avoid hoarding of food and house-hold supplies 

so that all may enjoy a supply of basic needs. 

 

Ms. Kerr advised they had been preparing for this and had a plan which covers all disasters. She 

discussed the immediate actions to be taken within the plan. She stated this was an emergency and there 

were unforeseen circumstances as I80 is a major interstate with many people stopping within the County. 

She stated the County was required to provide support to the Emergency Manager during a major 

emergency or disaster and the President and the Governor had declared emergencies. She stated they need 

to have an emergency declared in order to have access to funding and supplies. She suggested they enact a 

partial Emergency Operations Center (EOC) and declare an emergency. This would allow them to work 

with the state and request various resources as needed. Ms. Kerr stated Vice President Pence had declared 

that every state should have drive-through testing and Walmart and other areas offered their parking lots 

for that testing to take place. The protocols have to go through a process and the test kits would go to 

Clark and Washoe counties first.  

Chairman Dahl asked if she knew when kits would be available.  

Ms. Kerr advised they hoped within three weeks for the drive-through kits. They have requested 

additional PPE and testing kits from the state. She stated if they have more tests it would overwhelm the 

processing center and they did not know how long turnaround could take then.  

Commissioner Steninger asked Ms. Kerr to explain why they needed to declare an emergency.  

Ms. Kerr advised it would open up funding opportunities. She asked that they declare an 

emergency to better manage COVID-19.  

Commissioner Steninger stated he was hesitant to declare an emergency and asked if they could 

approve to open up the EOC and declare an emergency later. 

Ms. Kerr advised they could but supplies would go to counties that had declared an emergency.  

Chairman Dahl advised the Governor had already declared an emergency for the entire State.  

Ms. Kerr advised it could take weeks before they could ask for additional resources.  

Commissioner Andreozzi advised he understood Commissioner Steninger’s concerns but saw this 

as a proactive approach.  

Chairman Dahl advised it would help with basic needs. 

 Ms. Kerr advised it would open up several doors for additional resources to be requested.  

Commissioner Andreozzi advised they could be on the hook for a portion of costs incurred if they 

did not make a declaration. 

Ms. Kerr agreed and stated when they declared an emergency during the flood, they were able to 

call in the National Guard without any cost to the County. They were also reimbursed for overtime for all 
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first responders. She stated Nevada Health Centers did not have enough testing kits and had requested 

more. She further advised that unforeseen circumstances could have a domino effect.  

Commissioner Steninger asked for Mr. Greenburg’s opinion on the action.  

Mr. Greenburg advised this was a difficult situation but based on what Ms. Kerr had provided, 

there was a need to take immediate action. The question of if it was unforeseen was more difficult.  

Ms. Kerr reviewed the objectives for the next 48 hours. She stated if they did not act now, they 

would be behind the curve.  

Rob Stokes advised the majority of counties were contemplating emergency declarations. He 

believed it would be appropriate to declare an emergency and open a partial EOC. 

Ms. Kerr advised they just received news that the State of Nevada had their first death in Clark 

County due to COVID-19.  

Commissioner Andreozzi advised Clark and Washoe counties had health districts, the rural 

counties did not.  

Mr. Stokes advised it had to be a three-person vote in order to pass.  

 

MOTION: Commissioner Andreozzi moved to create an Emergency Operations Center and to 

issue an emergency declaration. Commissioner Steninger seconded the motion.  

  

Ms. Kerr stated all incorporated cities had the option to make their own declaration but they 

would fall under the umbrella of the County’s declaration. They could also opt-out if they choose.   

Chairman Dahl asked if that was true, as he believed the Counties could not opt-out of the 

Governor's declaration. 

Mr. Greenburg advised he would have to look into that.  

Assemblyman Ellison did not think they could opt-out. Senator Hammond and Senator 

Goicoechea met with the state and the LCB is going to notify them of the plan of action they are taking. 

John Gerard asked if they had been in contact with the Indian Health Services. He stated 

Wendover was a high traffic area and wanted to make sure they notify the City of everything they do. 

Mr. Stokes advised Wendover was included in the notice that went out. He stated they should be 

better at getting information to the tribe but they do operate independently.  

Mr. Gerard stated the Chairman here was also the Chairman of the Intertribal Council which 

included all 27 tribal areas.  

Ms. Kerr stated they work with the tribes and have been training with them. She advised the plan 

included how to handle the tribes, seniors, and functional special needs. She asked that they add 

implementing the Emergency Operations Plan to their motion.  

 

MOTION: Commissioner Andreozzi amended his motion and moved to create an Emergency 

Operations Center, implement the Emergency Operations Plan, and to issue an 

emergency declaration. Commissioner Steninger’s second stood. The motion passed 

unanimously. 
 

Ms. Kerr advised they would draw up the declaration for signature. She stated there were 

guidelines that discuss the different levels and how they should be handled. They will work with Mr. 

Stokes and Dr. Putnam to get the information out.  

Commissioner Andreozzi asked that Ms. Kerr discuss what they had done and what would be 

done going forward.  
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Ms. Kerr advised the task force was working with a core group of individuals from various 

entities and they have a conference call every day at 9:00 a.m. to discuss the latest changes and what 

needed to be shared with the community.  

Mr. Stokes advised the Governor asked that state agencies be closed or greatly reduced. They will 

work with the County departments to see what could be done to mitigate contact and take care of 

employees while still maintaining County services. At this point, they do not plan to close County offices.  

Commissioner Andreozzi stated they are all in this together and that is how they will go forward. 

Elko Sanitation plans to continue service as normal and would be staffed, but their office would be closed 

to traffic.  

Ms. Kerr advised several agencies would be part of the EOC. The County and the City of Elko 

will be combining their forces to work together. She stated the County was ready and starting to 

implement the processes. She suggested people remain calm and continue day to day life as best possible.  

Commissioner Steninger stated it was better to err on the side of caution. He advised Italy had 

350 deaths in one day and until that started to fall they didn’t know bad it could be here. He advised he 

wished the Governor allowed each district to make their own decisions.  

Chairman Dahl advised this was an opportunity for everyone to take care of each other and their 

neighbors.  

 

E) COMMENTS BY THE GENERAL PUBLIC  

 

There were no public comments.  

 

F) ADJOURNMENT 

 

There being no further business to come before the Board, Chairman Dahl adjourned the meeting 

at 10:58 a.m. 

 

 

     APPROVED, 

 

 

 

     DEMAR DAHL, Chairman  

 

 

ATTEST: 

 

 

 

MICHELE MERKLEY, Deputy Clerk 

 

 


