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COVID-19 Outbreak
 On December 31, 2019, the World Health Organization was informed that a 

“pneumonia of unknown cause” had been detected in Wuhan, the largest 
city in Hubei province in central China

 Disease determined to be caused by a new coronavirus and subsequently 
named Coronavirus Disease 2019 (abbreviated COVID-19) 

 Symptoms of COVID-19 include fever, cough, and shortness of breath, and 
appear within two to fourteen days after exposure according to the Centers 
for Disease Control and Prevention (CDC)

 The virus spreads easily from person-to-person and “social distancing” is the 
most effective way to reduce transmission

 As of March 16, there have been 167,511 confirmed cases of COVID-19 and 
6,606 deaths worldwide [World Health Organization], and  472 confirmed 
cases and 11 deaths in California [CA Dept of Public Health]

 Currently, there is no vaccine to prevent COVID-19, and one is not 
expected for 12-18 months
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Response at County Level
Marin County Department of Health and Human Services (HHS) 
in coordination with the California Department of Public Health 
and the Centers for Disease Control

On February 26, a patient with COVID-19 was transferred from Travis Air Force Base 
to a Marin County hospital

 March 3: Marin HHS declares local emergency

 March 6: Encourage 65+ years of age or older or those who have health 
conditions to stay at home and avoid large gatherings of people; investigating 
return passengers of Grand Princess

On March 9, a Marin resident who was a passenger on the Grand Princess was 
diagnosed with COVID-19

 March 9: Recommend the cancellation or postponement of nonessential 
indoor gatherings of more than 100 people

 March 10: Urge employers to take steps to make it more feasible for their 
employees to work in ways that minimize close contact with large numbers of 
people
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 March 12: Recommend that outdoor gatherings that include 250 
people be postponed or cancelled

 March 13: Direct all public school campuses to suspend classroom 
instruction to students for at least two weeks beginning March 16

On March 14, the first cases of community spread of COVID-19 were 
reported in Marin; cases had no known exposures to other cases

 March 15: Direct Marin County Hospitals to exclude visitors and 
non-essential personnel from entry, including most visitors of 
patients

At 1pm on Monday, March 16, seven Bay Area jurisdictions, 
including Marin County, issued a Public Health Order directing 
residents to shelter in place for three weeks beginning March 17
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Shelter at Home Order
 Order employs a more extreme form of social distancing 

 Individuals directed to stay at home unless engaged in “essential 
activities” like getting food and medical supplies

 “Essential businesses” may stay open and their employees may leave 
home to go to work (e.g. healthcare, groceries, hardware stores, 
plumbers and electricians, and restaurants for delivery/takeout, etc.)

 FAQ at marinhhs.org/coronavirus

 “Essential government functions” will continue, including first 
responders, emergency management personnel, emergency 
dispatchers, and law enforcement

 The definition of other essential government services to provide during 
the order is at the discretion of local jurisdictions like the City of 
Sausalito

 Order is subject to change if conditions warrant



Current Status in Marin

 Total COVID-19 cases in Marin as of March 16 = 11

 COVID-19 related deaths in Marin as of March 16 = 0 

 As testing capacity increases, the number of laboratory-
confirmed COVID-19 cases is expected to increase 
markedly

 Statistics from the Golden Gate Bridge, Highway and 
Transportation District 

 Bus ridership: -50.9%

 Ferry ridership: -67.6% 

 And… Bridge traffic: -19.2%
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City of Sausalito Response
In coordination with Marin HHS, the California Department of Public Health, 
and other Marin municipalities at the City Manager and department levels

February 28

 Reinforce basic messages about hand washing, respiratory etiquette, and 
staying home when sick

March 3

 Increase cleaning frequency of City facilities

 Launch City coronavirus page at sausalito.gov/coronavirus

March 6

 Cancel the Volunteer Recognition Event on March 7

March 13

 Cancel all non-essential City meetings

 Cancel all library events and increase social distancing in library

 Cancel Parks and Recreation after-school programs
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City of Sausalito Response
In coordination with Marin HHS, the California Department of Public Health, 
and the other municipalities of Marin

March 15

 Close City Hall and Sausalito Library to the public effective March 16

March 16 and 17

 Begin response to Public Health Order to shelter at home

 Implement social distancing measures at City Hall

 Cancel all Parks and Recreation programs and events 

 Determine essential government functions to provide beyond police, fire, 
maintenance, and utilities, and how best to continue to provide them safely

 Determine how City employees can best be deployed to serve the public

 Do our part to “flatten the curve” and reduce the impact on the healthcare 
system

 Provide responsive and effective communications to the community
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County, State, and Federal Declarations

 Marin County

March 3: Marin HHS declares a local health emergency; 
ratified by Board of Supervisors on March 10

 State of California

March 4: Governor Gavin Newsom declares a state of 
emergency to address the COVID-19 outbreak

 United States 

March 13: President declares the spread of COVID-19 a 
national emergency 
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Why Declare a Local Emergency?

 Allows the City Manager to take any actions necessary to 
address or mitigate the impacts COVID-19 has on City 
operations and services

 Allows the City Council to approve emergency regulations 
to prevent the spread of the illness should that become 
necessary

 Puts the City in a position to seek reimbursement from 
federal and state government for costs associated with 
local impacts related to the emergency
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Recommended Action

Staff recommends that the City Council 
adopt Resolution Number 5905 for the City 
Council to proclaim the existence of a 
local emergency in response to COVID-19
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Questions?
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