
STAFF REPORT
SAUSALITO CITY COUNCIL

MEETING DATE: March 17, 2020

AGENDA TITLE: Proclamation of a Local Emergency in Response to the 
Novel Coronavirus (COVID-19)

LEAD DEPARTMENT: Administration

RECOMMENDED MOTION: Adopt Resolution Number 5905 for the City Council to 
proclaim the existence of a local emergency in response to COVID-19.

SUMMARY
The City Manager is requesting City Council consideration to proclaim a local 
emergency in response to the outbreak of novel coronavirus (herein referred to as 
COVID-19). The requested proclamation is subsequent to Federal and State 
declarations of a state of emergency and a public health order from Marin County 
directing residents to shelter at home. 

BACKGROUND
An outbreak of respiratory illness due to a COVID-19 was identified in Wuhan City,
China in December 2019. Symptoms of the virus include fever, cough, and 
shortness of breath, and infected individuals have experienced a range of outcomes,
from mild sickness to severe illness and death. The Centers for Disease Control and 
Prevention ("CDC") believes that symptoms appear within two to fourteen days after 
exposure. Currently, there is no vaccine to prevent COVID-19. 

The CDC's guidance to manage ongoing COVID-19 risk requires extraordinary
efforts, including limiting public gatherings. Due to the increase in COVID-19 
incidences in the United States and locally in California, the following State, Federal, 
and Local measures have been taken:

1. On March 4, 2020, Governor Gavin Newsom declared a state of emergency to 
address the COVID-19 outbreak.

2. On March 10, 2020, United States Centers for Disease Control and Prevention 
(CDC) moved from a containment strategy to a mitigation strategy, including social 



distancing measures, to minimize the spread and mitigate the effects of COVID-19.

3. On March 10, 2020, the CDC moved from a containment strategy to a mitigation 
strategy, including social distancing measures, to minimize the spread and mitigate 
the effects of COVID-19.

4. On March 11, 2020, the World Health Organization classified the worldwide spread 
of COVID-19 as a global pandemic.

5. On March 13, 2020, the President of the United States declared the spread of 
COVID-19 a national emergency.

6. On March 16, 2020, Marin County’s Public Health Officer Matt Willis, MD, issued an 
order directing all individuals living in the County to shelter at their place of 
residence.

As of March 16, 2020, there are over 4,400 confirmed cases in the United States,
including over 448 cases in California. 

To help prevent the spread of COVID-19 and out of concern for the safety of staff as 
well as the community, effective Monday, March 16, 2020, the City’s main public 
facilities are closed to the public.  We anticipate that this closure will remain in place
through April 7, 2020. City Hall will close to the general public and shift to phone, online 
and by appointment only. City Hall will also open for essential-business public meetings
only, such as City Council meetings. 

Staff has taken the following actions in response to the COVID-19 pandemic:

 Coordinating resources and reviewing response plans.
 Coordinating with local and regional partners to ensure consistency in response and 

messaging.
 Promoting hand washing and good respiratory etiquette.
 Reinforcing messages to stay home when sick.
 Frequent cleaning of facility common areas, restrooms, commonly touched surfaces,

etc.
 Implementing infection control strategies, such as safe work practices, 

environmental controls, and personal protective equipment (PPE).
 Coordinating with local non-profit organizations, such as Age-Friendly Sausalito, to 

help provide services where needed.
 Reaching out to senior and other vulnerable populations identified by public health

officials.
 Providing updates and information on the City website

(https://www.sausalito.gov/city-government/hot-topics/coronavirus-information).



DISCUSSION/ANALYSIS 
The proclamation of local emergency will allow the City Manager to take any actions 
necessary to address or mitigate impacts COVID-19 have on City operations and 
services. It also allows the City Council to approve emergency regulations to prevent
the spread of illness should that become necessary. Lastly, approving the proclamation 
puts the City in a position to seek reimbursement from the Federal and State 
governments for costs associated with local impacts related to the emergency.

ALTERNATIVES
The City Council has the following alternatives to consider on this matter:

1. Adopt the Resolution 

2. Adopt the Resolution with Alternatives

3. Do not adopt the Resolution. Under this alternative, the City may be limited in its 
ability to recover costs should the State of California make an official declaration of 
emergency and reimbursement funds become available.

FISCAL IMPACT
The resolution has no immediate fiscal impact on the City but could include staff 
overtime, fuel, and other items to provide continued public service to the community.  
The adoption of the proclamation could allow the City to qualify for state and federal 
funding or other resources that are made available to local governments.

STAFF RECOMMENDATIONS
Staff recommends the City Council adopt Resolution Number 5905 for the City Council 
to proclaim the existence of a local emergency in response to COVID-19.

ATTACHMENTS
Attachment 1- Resolution No. 5905

REVIEWED BY: Mary Wagner, City Attorney 
SUBMITTED BY: Adam W. Politzer, City Manager


