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Executive Summary 
Park City Municipal’s (PCMC) goal is to achieve 100% renewable electricity by 2022 for 
City operations and 2030 community-wide. PCMC also has a policy of net-zero energy 
for new or future City facilities, including major remodels. PCMC has made major 
progress toward its City consumption goals by building a commercial scale solar farm to 
meet our organization’s current electrical needs. While the solar farm will satisfy our 
2022 goal for existing City facilities, it does not account for new facilities and remodels.  
 
Given PCMC’s goal to remain net-zero, a policy discussion is required to determine how 
to manage and treat new facilities and remodels not captured by the solar farm output.  
In the short term, a policy decision is necessary for the Bus Barn Remodel project, yet 
staff anticipates future facilities will also require the same type of policy direction – what 
type of renewable energy strategy should be pursued – on-site renewable generation, 
offsets, utility-programs, or modification of the goal.  
 
Background 
• On September 22, 2016, Council passed Resolution 23-2016 and set 100% 

renewable electricity goals by 2022 for municipal operations. 
• On February 23, 2017, PCMC and Rocky Mountain Power entered into a Joint Clean 

Energy Cooperative Statement to source 100% renewable electricity for City 
operations and community-wide. 

• October 12, 2017, Council passed Resolution 28-2017, requiring new city facilities or 
major remodels to be net-zero onsite 

• On November 8, 2017, Council approved the agreement with RMP to pursue a 
renewable energy facility; model City electricity needs, complete regulatory filings, 
and sign a power-purchase agreement with a renewable developer. 

 
Current State 
PCMC has a long history of aggressively pursuing renewable energy and electricity 
goals. The City has already installed over 1,300 solar panels, voluntarily purchased 
renewable energy credits, and contracted for a commercial solar farm (completed by 
end of 2022).    
 
Rooftop Solar on City Facilities: 
Many City facilities have rooftop solar, including City Hall, Police, Public Works, Ice 
Arena, MARC, and Creekside Pump Station. For a new building, the additional cost of 
adding rooftop solar is between 8-11%. The average return on investment (today’s 

https://www.parkcity.org/home/showdocument?id=48662


rates/equipment) is approximately 12 years, and the expected life of a solar panel is 25 
years.   
 
Renewable Energy Credits (RECs): 
Currently, PCMC participates in two utility-offered programs: Subscriber Solar and Blue 
Sky. Subscriber Solar costs PCMC approximately $68,000 annually. Subscriber Solar is 
currently sold out in Utah. 
 
Net-zero energy for new and major remodels for city facilities: 
City Council passed Resolution 28-2017, which mandates that new City facilities and 
major remodels are designed to cover its annual electricity needs on-site through 
stringent energy efficiency, energy modelling, commissioning, and on-site renewables. It 
has exemptions for small projects, water pumping, and fleet. Council retains authority to 
waive the policy requirements on a project by project basis. 
 
Community-wide 2030 100% Renewable Electricity (“HB411”): 
The 2019 Utah Community Renewable Energy Act (also known as HB411) created a 
pathway for 100% renewable electricity to become the standard offer within Park City 
limits by 2030. The costs, benefits, and key details are underway between the 
participating communities, Rocky Mountain Power, and the regulators. These utility-
scale projects will be built on the 6-state PacifiCorp grid, with communities influencing 
the location of these projects. 
 
Commercial Solar Farm: 
The multiparty solar farm is currently under construction, with completion expected in 
2022.  The annual output of the solar farm will equal 100% of the solar needs of current 
City operations.  The regulated and multiyear process is estimated to maintain our 
electricity costs equal to current prices due to the large scale of the project. To increase 
the solar farm’s output to accommodate future growth in City electrical needs would 
require another Request for Proposals. Incremental increases in electricity needs for a 
new City facility or remodel is unlikely to achieve scalable financial benefits.  
 
Discussion 
As the commercial solar project comes online in 2022, followed by community-wide 
100% renewables by 2030, there are many potential pathways to reach 100% 
renewables for future City operations.  
 
Concepts for Council to consider: 
Below are pro/con concepts to consider for on-site net-zero energy generation. These 
discussion points are meant to spur discussion and include conflicting statements. 
 
Financial: 

• Rooftop solar increases costs however pays for itself twice during the life of the 
system. It has a relatively short return on investment, and reduces long term 
operating costs. The most cost effective time to install rooftop solar is during 
construction. 

https://www.rockymountainpower.net/savings-energy-choices/blue-sky-renewable-energy/subscriber-solar.html
https://www.rockymountainpower.net/savings-energy-choices/blue-sky-renewable-energy.html
https://www.rockymountainpower.net/savings-energy-choices/blue-sky-renewable-energy.html
https://www.parkcity.org/home/showdocument?id=48662


• No on-site energy generation reduces capital cost, yet requires another solution 
in order to maintain compliance with stated policy goals. 
 

Leadership: 
• On-site renewable generation is viewed as an act of leadership.  
• Park City has shown leadership on a larger scale, and is fundamentally changing 

the utility’s grid. 
• Onsite generation is a visual representation of meeting our goals.  

Other: 
• If PCMC added battery storage to operate the facility if the grid went down, 

facilities with rooftop solar will be prioritized.  
• City government cannot take advantage of tax credits for rooftop solar. 
• Rooftop solar installation is very competitive and has less inflationary pressures 

compared to general construction. 
• Council reviews all major construction and renovation projects. Council has 

authority to waive the rooftop solar requirement. 
• Council could adopt a new building standard to build facilities to code (saving 

capital), and fund off-site mitigation strategies (increasing operating). 
 
Options for City Council to consider 
 

• No change in policy 
• Modify Resolution 28-2017 to be net-zero ready with no rooftop solar 
• Replace Resolution with new policy 
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