
AGENDA MEMORANDUM Community Services Department

Ethics above all else...   Service to others before self...  Quality in all that we do.

Regular Meeting Date:  March 4, 2020

To: City Council

From: Dana A. Souza, Director

Date: February 3, 2020

Legislative        Quasi-Judicial 

SUBJECT:
A Resolution accepting the donation of a sculpture titled “Scorpion” by Kathy Spaulding and
appropriating $10,000 for the installation of the sculpture at Baker Park. 

SUMMARY:
City Council is asked to consider accepting the donation of the “Scorpion” sculpture by artist
Kathy Spaulding and appropriate funds to install the sculpture at Baker Park.

BACKGROUND:
The Friends of Rookery Bay and the Estate of Katherine Louise Spaulding (Kathy Spaulding, 
Sculptor) has offered to donate the bronze work of the late sculptor Kathy Spaulding titled 
“Scorpion” to the City for installation at Baker Park. A letter from Ms. Spaulding’s estate is 
attached. 

“Scorpion”, pictured below, would be installed in Baker Park adjacent to the Sunrise Terrace if 
approved by City Council. Scorpion is original artwork with a value of approximately $30,000. 
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The proposed location is shown in the plan and photo below. 
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Staff has spoken with James Pankonin, who is a landscape architect with Kimley Horn and the 
lead designer for Baker Park about the location. Mr. Pankonin agrees the identified location 
would be suitable for the installation of “Scorpion”. Staff has asked Mr. Pankonin to design the 
base for the sculpture should City Council accept the sculpture for installation Baker Park. 

Mr. Pankonin has recommended that the sculpture be mounted on natural cap stone as shown 
in the photo below. Landscaping would be installed around the stone to frame and accent the 
sculpture. 

The cost to have the foundry attach mounting anchor locations to the sculpture and to install the 
cap stone is estimated to be a maximum of $10,000. 
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The Public Art Ordinance cites the following criteria for the acquisition of public art:

(f) Standards of artwork. Artwork installed in public places shall be of exceptional quality and 
enduring value. The relationship of artwork and site shall be considered in terms of the 
physical dimensions, social dynamics, local character and surrounding urban context. All 
public art located on private property shall be outside of any and all buildings and be 
completely visible from the adjacent right-of-way. To this end, public art may be placed in 
the required front, side or rear yard upon a determination by the city manager that the 
location meets the intent of this section and does not cause a safety or visibility hazard. 

(g) Donation or loan of public art for installation on city property. The city council will provide 
initial approval of the donation or loan of works of art and, at its discretion, refer the artwork 
to the public art advisory committee for implementation. However, acquisition of artwork will 
require the approval of city council at each step in the process. 

Kathy Spaulding is a renowned artist whose work is included in public and private art collections.
Her biography is included in the agenda packet. The artwork is of exceptional quality and 
enduring value. The brown scorpion is native to southwest Florida and the piece is appropriate 
for installation in Baker Park. Once installed, a plaque will be installed to recognize the donation 
from the Friends of Rookery Bay and Kathy Spaulding.

The Public Art Advisory Committee (PAAC) unanimously recommended, by a vote of 5 to 0, to 
accept the sculpture for installation at Baker Park at their January 28, 2020 meeting. The PAAC 
was asked to consider an installation budget of $5,000 that would be funded from the Public Art 
Fund. Since the PAAC meeting, staff understands the cost to properly install the sculpture will 
likely exceed $5,000. Staff is requesting that City Council approve funds from the Public Art 
Fund in the amount of $10,000 to fund the installation and insurance costs. 

FUNDING SOURCE: Public Art Fund - $10,000 for design and installation costs of the donated 
sculpture. Pursuant to Section 46-42 the Public Art Fund may be used for the acquisition, 
installation and maintenance of artwork on public land in the city and for insurance costs. The 
Public Art Fund has an available balance of $469,660. 

MASTER PLAN/CAPITAL IMPROVEMENT PROJECT:
The purpose of the City’s Public Art Ordinance (Section 46-42) is to ‘further the aesthetic 
enrichment of the city through the private and public acquisition of works of art.’. The 
Ordinance states that ‘Artwork installed in public places shall be of exceptional quality and 
enduring value. The relationship of artwork and site shall be considered in terms of the 
physical dimensions, social dynamics, local character, and surrounding urban context’.

RECOMMENDED ACTION: 
Approve a Resolution accepting the donation of the Kathy Spaulding sculpture titled “Scorpion” 
and to appropriate $10,000 from the Public Art Fund for costs associated with the installation 
of the sculpture at Baker Park and insurance costs. 


