
Memo
To: Mayor and City Council 

From: Jim Chandler, Dir. of Community & Economic Development, Assistant City Administrator

CC: Tracey Nicholson, City Administrator
Kate Powers, City Planner

Date: February 25, 2020

Re: Crime Prevention Through Environmental Design Training 

Summary
In Summer 2019, the City of Hyattsville staff participated in two-day training on Crime 
Prevention Through Environmental Design (CPTED) course.  The course was funded 
through a a Planning Assistance to Municipalities and Communities (PAMC) funded
through the Maryland-National Capital Park & Planning Commission.

Having demonstrated interest in participation for the program, the City is requesting 
PAMC assistance to host a four (4) day CPTED certification course.

The goal of this project is to provide Crime Prevention through Environmental Design (CPTED) 
training to planners, municipal leaders, code officials, public works employees and police 
officers within Prince George’s County. 

In May 2017, the City of Hyattsville adopted Speak Up HVL: The 2017 – 2021 Community 
Sustainability Plan. This policy document serves as the comprehensive plan for Hyattsville,
prioritizing the programs, projects and initiatives the City plans to accomplish on in the next 
five years. Through conversations with residents and members of the development 
community, it became obvious that there was a desire to better plan our public spaces so that 
they are defensible space and reduce the perceived or real risk of criminal behavior in these
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places. Public spaces that were of concern to participants in the planning process included 
bicycle trails, public parks and plazas, as well as parking lots and garages. As a result, the City 
of Hyattsville incorporated the goal of training several members of staff on CPTED best 
practices as one of the 67 action items detailed within the sustainability plan. 

The concept behind CPTED is simple – it is the idea that crime can be prevented by changing 
the built environment. By reconsidering ideas about lighting, window, fencing and landscaping 
placement, spaces can be designed in a way that reduce opportunities for crime and provide 
natural surveillance in public places. CPTED challenges conventional design by being more 
thoughtful in the design of communities, they can become safer spaces for all. 

With funding through the PAMC program, Hyattsville intends to retain the services of a trained 
CPTED specialist to lead a training here in Prince George’s County.  There is significant cost 
associated with CPTED trainings, making it cost prohibitive for many municipalities. Aside from 
the registration costs for the training, municipalities must cover the costs associated with 
travel, hotel and meal accommodations. The City of Hyattsville is hoping to eliminate much of 
that financial burden on individual municipalities by bringing the trainers to us. Our intention is 
to make the training available to staff of Prince George’s County’s municipalities, as well as 
Maryland-National Capital Park and Planning Commission staff.

City Planner Kate Powers has prepared a PAMC application for submission to M-NCPPC along 
with the adopted resolution of the City Council.  If awarded, the CPTED certification training 
would occur in Summer 2020.
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