
STAFF REPORT
SAUSALITO CITY COUNCIL

MEETING DATE: February 25, 2020

AGENDA TITLE: Memorializing Council Direction re Marinship Specific 
Plan

LEAD DEPARTMENT: Administration

RECOMMENDED ACTION: Adopt a Resolution of the City Council of the City of 
Sausalito Memorializing Direction regarding the Marinship Specific Plan and General 
Plan Update

SUMMARY
The Marinship Specific Plan was adopted in 1989.  There has been a great deal of 
discussion about the Marinship and the Marinship Specific Plan (MSP) during the 
current update of the City’s General Plan.  The City Council has given direction about 
the Marinship and the Marinship Specific Plan at various points during the update 
process.  As directed by the Council the purpose of this item is to memorialize the 
Council’s direction regarding the Marinship Specific Plan in the form of a resolution.

BACKGROUND
On October 9, 2018 the City Council received a report on the City’s General Plan 
Update.  At that time the Council was asked to provide direction to the General Plan 
Advisory Committee (GPAC), City Staff, and the M-Group on key issues to be 
considering in planning for the future of the Marinship. Specifically the memorandum to 
the Council from the M-Group asked the Council to address the following items:

- Is there consensus that the existing Marinship Specific Plan in its current form is 
no longer a useful planning tool? 

- Is there consensus on the best planning tool to guide the future of the 
Marinship?  Is it a revised Specific Plan?  Incorporating policies into the General 
Plan which are then implemented by the Zoning Ordinance? 

- To help guide future policy discussions at the GPAC, is there input on what types 
of change might be appropriate in the Marinship and what types of change 
should not be considered?  



- Are there specific issues that deserved careful consideration when developing 
policies to guide the future of the Marinship?

After receiving community input and the Council discussion then Mayor Cox 
summarized the Council’s direction regarding the MSP as follows: 

“With those comments in mind, it is fair to say that: we are not going to 
comment further on land use this evening aside from the unanimous goal 
across this council of maintaining our working waterfront our maritime 
uses, but you know the GPAC still needs to collect data and we’ve asked 
for more economic data about the Marinship and continue with its process 
so, I think there is consensus that we will thank and say good bye to the 
Marinship Specific Plan, preserving those aspects of it that are still 
relevant and important that will work on one overall General Plan that 
respects all the different zones in Sausalito and that when all of the work 
is done will consider whether a New Marinship Specific plan is appropriate 
for whatever reasons and it will be important in considering the land uses 
aside from preserving our waterfront and our maritime uses and light 
industrial that we consider the other challenges with circulation, 
infrastructure and sea level rise.”

On November 12, 2019 the Council adopted the attached vision statement for the 
Marinship (Attachment No. 1).  

There was also discussion about the Marinship and the MSP during the joint City 
Council and Planning Commission meeting that was held on January 14, 2020.  At that
time Geoff Bradley, Principal and President of the M-Group, clarified that the Council’s 
direction regarding the Marinship Specific Plan would be carried out by incorporating
the goals & policies of the MSP directly into the general plan, more detailed programs 
would be included in the general plan that would specify which portions of the zoning 
code would need to be updated to carry through the more detailed requirements of the 
MSP.

FISCAL IMPACT
There is no Fiscal Impact

STAFF RECOMMENDATIONS
Adopt a Resolution of the Sausalito City Council Memorializing Direction Regarding the 
Marinship Specific Plan and General Plan Update

ATTACHMENTS

Attachment 1 – Marinship Vision Statement
Attachment 2- Draft Resolution


