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Memo
To: Tracey Nicholson

From: Lesley Riddle, Director of Public Works

Date: February 16, 2017

Re: Deitz Park Master Plan – Stormwater Savy

Background
The Department of Public Works remains committed to improving the parks, public spaces and greenspace within 
the City. We have completed several significant projects in FY17 including the Emerson Street Food Forest, Melrose 
Trail Conservation Garden, and the installation of the playground at Deitz Park which was the first phase of the
master plan at Deitz Park. 

Deitz Park is a small shady neighborhood park nestled among single family homes. Deitz Park has lovely old growth 
shade trees and understory vistas that invite visitors to relax and enjoy the shade. Unfortunately, the existing
playground equipment was old and needed upgrades and there were minimal other amenities in the park. With the 
assistance of the Neighborhood Design Center (NDC) the staff worked with the adjacent residents to get their input 
and feedback on the amenities they wanted to see and enjoy in the park. As part of the design process, the 
Neighborhood Design Center utilized "Stormwater Savy" a community storm water design program funded by the 
Chesapeake Bay Trust and the Department of the Environment in Prince Georges County.  This funding allowed the 
Neighborhood Design center to provide support and services to the City to create a master plan for the Park.

Community Outreach
Beginning in May of 2015 NDC developed and led a Community Design Workshop for local residents and developed 
a design based on the feedback.  With the residents input, discussions with the DPW staff, and the NDCs 
observations, the following over-arching design goals were established:

 Manage the wet areas in a way that is effective, educational, habitat forming, and reduces runoff 
downstream.

 Encourage more family-friendly use of the park. 
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Short Term Goals
The City secured grant funding for the playground renovation through the Maryland Department of Natural 
Resources, Community Parks and Playground Grant. The design of the playground followed the requests of the 
community and retained the wooded and natural aesthetics of the park. Other features that would be considered in 
the short-term installation plan included:

 Installing conservation landscaping
 Adapting existing pathway to comply with ADA regulations
 Improving the signage for the park and making the entrance more inviting

Long-Term Goals
With a concept plan derived directly from resident recommendations, and a commitment from staff to improve the 
overall experience in the park, other more long-term goals were considered:

 Creating activities that were acceptable to the surrounding community, for example: community 
gardens, adult outdoor exercise equipment, space for acoustic concerts.

 Pursue additional grant funding to implement additional recreational amenities at the park.     

Current Status
The playground installation is complete and open to residents and visitors. The design for the ADA 
retrofit/adaptation of the existing pathway is nearing completion. Installation and renovation of the trail is 
tentatively scheduled for late spring. There are plans for applying for funding to Chesapeake Bay Trust, Stormwater 
Stewardship Grant to treat onsite stormwater and continue to enhance the conservation landscape. Additionally, 
there is other grant funding sources that can assist with adding additional recommended amenities.   


