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Present: Candace Hollingsworth, Mayor
Kevin Ward, W1 (Council President)
Bart Lawrence, W1
Danny Schaible, W2
Ben Simasek, W3
Edouard Haba, W4 
Daniel Peabody, W4
Joseph A. Solomon, W5 
Erica Spell Wolf, W5

Absent: Carrianna Suiter, W3 (Council Vice President)
Robert Croslin, W2

Also present were the following City staff members:
Tracey E. Douglas, City Administrator
Jim Chandler, Assistant City Administrator
Ron Brooks, City Treasurer
Chief Amal Awad, City of Hyattsville Police Department
Vivian Snellman, Director of Human Resources
Laura Reams, City Clerk
Hal Metzler, Project Manager Department of Public Works
Captain Scott Dunklee, City of Hyattsville Police Department

1) Call to Order and Council Roll Call 

Mayor Candace Hollingsworth called the meeting to order at 8:10 p.m. 

2) Pledge of Allegiance to the Flag

3) Approval of Agenda

Amendments to the Agenda

1. ADD motion HCC-196-FY20 to consent as follows:

I move that the City Council authorize the Mayor to send a letter to the House Economic
Matters Chair Derrick Davis, Senate Finance Committee Chair Dolores Kelley, Maryland
Municipal League Executive Director Scott Hancock, and Tracy Gant of the Prince George’s
Council Municipal Association expressing the City’s support for legislation be introduced and
passed in the General Assembly’s 2020 Regular Session that would allow the City to serve as an
“aggregator” for the purpose of procuring renewable energy and power on behalf of its
residents, businesses, and municipal accounts from an alternative supplier while concurrently 
receiving service from their existing utility provider. The letter should request that the City be 
provided copies of the relevant Bill and any amendments thereto so that it may be kept 
informed of the progress of any such legislation.
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2. AMEND HCC-191-FY20, Minutes of January 6, 2020, to clarify the public comment statement 
from Scott Cecil.

RESULT: APPROVED, AS AMENDED [UNANIMOUS]
MOVER: Ward
SECONDER: Solomon
AYES: Hollingsworth, Ward, Lawrence, Schaible, Simasek, Haba, Peabody, Solomon, Spell 

Wolf
ABSENT: Suiter, Croslin

4) Approval of the Minutes
4.a) Approval of the Minutes
HCC-191-FY20
Lead Sponsor: At the Request of the City Administrator
Co-Sponsor(s): N/A

Cover Page: Approval of the Minutes
Minutes_Jan 22 2019 CM_FINAL.docx
Minutes_Feb 4 2019 CM_FINAL.docx
Minutes_Feb 19 2019 CM_FINAL.docx
Minutes_Jan 6 2020 FINAL.docx

I move that the Mayor and Council approve the Council Meeting Minutes of January 22,
February 4, and February 19, 2019 and January 6, 2020.

RESULT: APPROVED, AS AMENDED [UNANIMOUS]
MOVER: Ward
SECONDER: Solomon
AYES: Hollingsworth, Ward, Lawrence, Schaible, Simasek, Haba, Peabody, Solomon, Spell 

Wolf
ABSENT: Suiter, Croslin

5) Public Comment (8:10 p.m. – 8:20 p.m.) Limit 2 minutes per speaker

Ward 3 resident, Detra Dorsey, addressed the Mayor and Council in opposition of the Backyard 
Chicken Act expressing concerns regarding sanitation, noise, attraction of wild animals, and 
avian flu. 

Ward 1 resident, Greg Smith, addressed the Mayor and Council in support of the Backyard 
Chicken Act stating that he had acquaintances who raised chickens and he did not feel the item 
was detrimental. Mr. Smith expressed his discontent with Werrlein, the developers for 
construction at Magruder Pointe, stating that he was concerned about the construction of a 
stormwater facility at the site. 

Ward 3 resident, Taylor Myers, addressed the Mayor and Council in support of the Backyard 
Chicken Act stating that chickens can serve as pets, provide food, improve composting, and be 
used as an educational tool for children. 
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Ward 3 resident and President of the Editors Park Homeowners Association, Alexis Wade, 
addressed the Mayor and Council with comments regarding the dedication of Sentinel Drive 
stating that, generally, she was in support of the dedication, but cited areas in need of 
improvement and completion. Ms. Wade noted her preference to see Editors Park be 
considered for a residential parking zone citing limited parking in the area and stated her 
interest in working with the City on those issues. 

Ward 3 resident and member of the Editors Park Homeowners Association, Brette Fishman,
addressed the Mayor and Council with comments regarding safety of the public dedication of 
Sentinel Drive. Ms. Fishman expressed concerns regarding speeding on the roadway and asked 
that the City consider a traffic study to mitigate speed and possibly prohibit through traffic. She
stated that there was great support from residents to incorporate a crosswalk at the 
intersection of Sentinel Drive and Editors Park Drive.

Ward 2 resident, Bridgette Comanda, addressed the Mayor and Council in support of the Backyard 
Chicken Act and cited many aspects she felt were beneficial. Ms. Comanda expressed her 
appreciation for the availability of closed captioning with the streaming of the Council meeting to 
City residents.

Ward 1 resident, Scott Wilson, addressed the Mayor and Council in support of the Backyard 
Chicken Act and provided comments regarding City taxes requesting that Hyattsville trim the 
growth of property tax revenue to the rate of inflation. Mr. Wilson relayed that he felt the current 
level of increase was unsustainable. 

Nathaniel Hicks, manager of Ward 5 business Lee’s Liquors and Restaurant, addressed the Mayor 
and Council requesting support for changing the name of the business and cited the need for 
collaboration with City officials and law enforcement to focus on security and any concerns from 
Council. Mr. Hicks expressed the retailer’s willingness to communicate with the City on all matters 
regarding his employer. 

6) City Administrator Update

City Administrator Tracey E. Douglas transferred the direction of the update to Hyattsville Chief 
of Police, Amal Awad, to introduce and provide brief biographies of new members of the Police 
Force: Officers Darrel Washington, Christopher Callejas, and Sean Furr. Chief Awad provided an 
update on recruiting efforts for the Hyattsville Police Department and announced that new 
officers Jermaine Brown and Sergeant Spencer Harris who would be starting their employment in 
the coming weeks. 

City Administrator Douglas commended the efforts of the Police Department citing long hours 
and increased workload due to reduced staffing and expressed her pleasure regarding the 
camaraderie being developed among the group. Ms. Douglas introduced the new Age Friendly 
Program lead, Marci LeFevre, recalling that the initiative was approved by Council the previous 
year and provided a summarized work history and achievements including a recently procured 
grant that would provide transportation services and mobility assistance for senescent residents. 
City Administrator Douglas introduced another new member of the City of Hyattsville staff, Jan 
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Guszynski, special projects lead and liaison to the Complete Count Committee and the Race and 
Equity Task Force. Ms. Douglas described the responsibilities of the position and provided a brief 
work history and pertinent experience. 

City Administrator Douglas noted that the video stream to residents was newly equipped with 
closed captioning, she cited the success of the recent Business Roundtable, announced that the 
first Clean and Safe Team graduation ceremony was incoming, and referenced Black History 
Month and a celebration of African Americans entitled “African Americans and the Vote” which 
would include an interactive discussion and art installation. 

Ms. Douglas provided a statement in response to the public comments made by Mount Rainier 
Councilmember Scott Cecil stating that there were continuing discussions between law 
enforcement, City officials, and attorneys and that the investigation of the September 26, 2019 
shooting incident was still in process. 

7) Presentations (8:30 p.m. - 9:05 p.m.)

7.a) Hyattsville Volunteer Fire Department 2019 - 2020 Overview (10 minutes)
HCC-189-FY20
Lead Sponsor: Executive Committee
Co-Sponsor(s): N/A

Cover Page: Hyattsville Volunteer Fire Department 2019 - 2020 Overview (10 minutes)
City Council Meeting Presentation - HVFD.pptx

Hyattsville Volunteer Fire Chief Joshua Wortman provided an overview of the new leadership of 
the Hyattsville Fire Department reviewing 2019 activities and providing foresight to 2020
activities. Chief Wortman gave a brief review of program operations and emphasized the 
preference of collaborating with the City.

7.b) Magruder Pointe Development – Preliminary Plan of Subdivision (Parcel A1 - Upper Lot
Only) (25 minutes)
HCC-183-FY20
Lead Sponsor: At the Request of the City Administrator
Co-Sponsor(s): N/A

Cover Page: Magruder Pointe Development – Preliminary Plan of Subdivision (Parcel
A1 - Upper Lot Only) (25 minutes)
Memo - PPS 4-18001 - Magruder Pointe - Presentation FINAL.docx
Magruder Pointe Presentation .pptx

Assistant City Administrator Jim Chandler introduced the presentation for the upper parcel 
subdivision of Magruder Pointe noting a variance request for the requirement of a public utility 
easement. Mr. Chandler introduced Norman Rivera, attorney for the applicant; Werrlein 
Properties, who would provide the presentation stating that the item would be discussed by the 
Planning Committee and return to Council for discussion on February 3rd. 



REGULAR MEETING OF THE CITY COUNCIL, HYATTSVILLE MD
JANUARY 21, 2020 – 8:00 p.m.
___________________________________________________________

Page 5 of 13

Werrlein Properties attorney, Norman Rivera, presented an illustrative plan for the subdivision 
citing intended placements of separated homes and townhomes on the lower portion of the lot. 
Mr. Rivera noted that it was a subdivision plan which was the same layout of a previously 
presented conceptual site plan and that a detailed plan including architecture was planned to 
follow.

Ward 2 Councilmember Danny Schaible asked why there was focus exclusively on one lot to 
which Mr. Rivera responded that the lower lot was involved in ongoing litigation. 
Councilmember Schaible retorted that both lots were under existing litigation and that he could 
not imply any sort of consent when the determined parameters of the development were 
still in question.

Ward 4 Councilmember Edouard Haba inquired as to whether communication had been returned 
from Potomac Power Electric Power Company (PEPCO) to which Mr. Rivera stated that they had 
not, but that no expectation of any issues. Mr. Chandler added that he preferred that questions 
regarding the litigation pertaining to the upper lot be answered by the City attorney, but he had 
the understanding that action could be taken with the upper lot and noted that the Department 
of Public Works was addressing the easement variance. 

Ward 3 Councilmember Ben Simasek posed questions regarding stormwater management and 
the lower lot to which Mr. Rivera replied that it was too early to accurately state at that point. 

Councilmember Schaible sought clarity regarding why the easement assessment was not needed 
to which Mr. Rivera replied that utilities were already underground and no more were required. 
He stated that certain formalities were still mandatory when pursuing a waiver. 

8) Consent Items (9:05 p.m. - 9:10 p.m.)

8.a) FY20 Budget Appropriation: Aggressive Driving Enforcement Grant Award 
HCC-185-FY20
Lead Sponsor: At the Request of the City Administrator
Co-Sponsor(s):

Cover Page: FY20 Budget Appropriation: Aggressive Driving Enforcement Grant Award

I move that the Mayor and Council amend and increase the FY20 Special Revenues Budget and to 
accept and appropriate the FY20 Aggressive Driving Enforcement grant award in the amount of 
2,000 from the Maryland Highway Safety Office for the purpose of providing overtime funding for 
the enforcement of motor vehicle laws.

8.b) FY20 Budget Appropriation: Distracted Driving Enforcement Grant Award 
HCC-186-FY20
Lead Sponsor: At the Request of the City Administrator
Co-Sponsor(s): N/A

Cover Page: FY20 Budget Appropriation: Distracted Driving Enforcement Grant Award
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I move that the Mayor and Council amend and increase the FY20 Special Revenues Fund Budget 
and to accept and appropriate the FY20 Distracted Driving Enforcement grant award in the
amount of $1,000 from the Maryland Highway Safety Office for the purpose of providing
overtime funding for the enforcement of motor vehicle laws.

8.c) FY20 Budget Appropriation: Impaired Driving Enforcement Grant Award 
HCC-187-FY20
Lead Sponsor: At the Request of the City Administrator
Co-Sponsor(s): N/A

Cover Page: FY20 Budget Appropriation: Impaired Driving Enforcement Grant Award

I move that the Mayor and Council amend and increase the FY20 Special Revenues Fund Budget 
and accept and appropriate the FY20 Impaired Driving Enforcement grant award in the amount 
of $4,000 from the Maryland Highway Safety Office for the purpose of providing overtime
funding for the enforcement of motor vehicle laws.

8.d) FY20 Budget Appropriation: Pedestrian Enforcement Grant Award 
HCC-188-FY20
Lead Sponsor: At the Request of the City Administrator
Co-Sponsor(s): N/A

Cover Page: FY20 Budget Appropriation: Pedestrian Enforcement Grant Award

I move that the Mayor and Council amend and increase the FY20 Special Revenues Fund Budget 
and to accept and appropriate the FY20 Pedestrian Enforcement grant award in the amount of 
$1,500 from the Maryland Highway Safety Office for the purpose of providing overtime funding 
for the enforcement of motor vehicle laws.

8.e) Purchase of Police Vehicles 
HCC-184-FY20
Lead Sponsor: At the Request of the City Administrator
Co-Sponsor(s): N/A

Cover Page: Purchase of Police Vehicles

I move that the Mayor and Council approve the purchase of six new police vehicles from
Hertrich Fleet Services, Inc. under the State of Maryland BPO contract in an amount not to
exceed $209,000.

8.f) Resolution for the Dedication of Sentinel Drive 
HCC-194-FY20
Lead Sponsor: At the Request of the City Administrator
Co-Sponsor(s): N/A

Cover Page: Resolution for the Dedication of Sentinel Drive (10 minutes)
Resolution 2020-01_Sentinel_Drive.docx
Memo - Dedication of Sentinel Drive.doc
Resolution Exhibit 1, Plat 243-98 Kiplinger (1).pdf
Resolution Exhibit 2, Confirmatory Quit-Claim Deed_42940-370.pdf
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I move the City Council adopt Hyattsville Resolution 2020-01, a Resolution of the City of
Hyattsville, accepting the dedication of Sentinel Drive at Kiplinger Editors Park, between the
intersection of Sentinel Drive with Editor’s Park Drive and the intersection of Sentinel Drive with 
Toledo Terrace, to the City of Hyattsville as a Public Road (INTRODUCTION and ADOPTION)

RESULT: APPROVED, AS AMENDED [UNANIMOUS]
MOVER: Ward
SECONDER: Lawrence
AYES: Hollingsworth, Ward, Lawrence, Schaible, Simasek, Haba, Peabody, Solomon, Spell 

Wolf
ABSENT: Suiter, Croslin

9) Action Items (9:10 p.m. - 9:45 p.m.)

9.a) 3505 Hamilton Street Renovation Project - Architectural and Engineering Design Change
Order (10 minutes) 
HCC-114-FY19
Lead Sponsor: At the Request of the City Administrator
Co-Sponsor(s): N/A

Cover Page: 3505 Hamilton Street Renovation Project - Architectural and Engineering
Design Change Order (10 minutes)
Proposal for Change Order 3_ 9.24.19Rev1.pdf

I move that the Mayor and Council authorize a change order increase not to exceed $178,863 in 
the Johnson, Mirmiran, and Thompson (JMT) contract to cover additional design and engineering 
work at 3505 Hamilton Street. This amount is currently covered under contingency costs in the 
previously approved $10,265,000 capital budget appropriations for this project.

Department of Public Works Project Manager, Hal Metzler, provided an update regarding the 
project stating that adjustments had to be made due to new aspects and unanticipated 
challenges.

Ward 5 Councilmember Erica Spell Wolf asked whether they foresaw any changes beyond 
those proposed to which Mr. Metzler responded that the stated changes would complete the 
design phase and the property would be ready for bidding. City Administrator Douglas added 
that the City was coordinating with other municipalities regarding the project, but that no delays 
were expected. 

RESULT: APPROVED [UNANIMOUS]
MOVER: Ward
SECONDER: Lawrence
AYES: Hollingsworth, Ward, Lawrence, Schaible, Simasek, Haba, Peabody, Solomon, Spell 

Wolf
ABSENT: Suiter, Croslin
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9.b) Letter to Board of License Commissions: Transfer of Class B+ License from Lee's Liquors
and Restaurant to Liquor Hut (25 minutes) 
HCC-193-FY20
Lead Sponsor: Hollingsworth
Co-Sponsor(s): Solomon, Spell

Cover Page: Letter to Board of License Commissions: Transfer of Class B+ License
from Lee's Liquors and Restaurant to Liquor Hut (25 minutes)
Liquor Hut Application - date stamped.pdf
Report Hamilton Street Area 162020 Mayor and Council (1).pdf
Hyattsville Fine Wine & Spirits_response letter.PDF

I move the City Council authorize the Mayor to send a letter to the Prince George's County Board 
of License Commissioners expressing the City's concerns regarding public safety concerns related 
to the applicant's operation of the current location and requesting the Board vote to disapprove 
the Application for Transfer of Location of Class B+, BWL License and Special Sunday Off-Sale 
Permit for Lee's Liquors and Restaurant, 2903 Hamilton Street, Hyattsville Restaurant LLC to 
Liquor Hut, 5350 Queens Chapel Road, Hyattsville. The letter shall state the City's concerns 
regarding public safety, specifically violations of Maryland Law, such as public intoxication, 
assaults in the first and second degree and disorderly conduct, in-part due to the applicant's lack 
of proactive management and inability to responsibly manage point of sale.

It is the City's opinion that the following modifications and/or conditions are appropriate and
necessary for the applicant to amend its application, or for the Board of License Commissioners 
to conditions as requirements of this application.

1. Owners will commit to becoming a more involved in the community;
2. The applicant shall amend the name 'Liquor Hut', the City is agreeable to the proffered new 
name of 'Hyattsville Fine Wine & Spirits';
3. The applicant shall comply with site design standards consistent with both the West Hyattsville 
Transit District Development and Crime Prevention Through Environmental Design (CPTED);
4: The applicant shall cooperate with the City of Hyattsville Police Department regarding loitering;
5. The applicant shall hire off-duty City of Hyattsville police officers to enforce Maryland State 
Law;
6. The applicant shall modify the hours of operation as follows: Monday - Saturday, 10 AM - 12 
AM and, pending approval, Sunday, 10 AM - 11 PM. The applicant may be permitted to receive 
inventory between the hours of 8 AM - 10 AM, but may not be permitted to conduct sales prior 
to 10 AM.

Ward 5 Councilmember Joseph Solomon expressed his support for the item as written stating
that productive discussions with the applicant had taken place, but expressed some concern and 
suggested that an understanding be established with the Board of License Commissioners that if 
the applicant does not adhere to the requirements of the City that the application be denied. 
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Ward 3 Councilmember Ben Simasek sought clarity regarding the comments to which 
Councilmember Solomon reiterated that he was requesting the opinion of his colleagues in 
assessing whether a formal memorandum of understanding or another binding document was 
necessary to ensure that the City’s concerns would be mitigated. 

Ward 1 Councilmember Bart Lawrence attempted to bring more clarity to the intention of his 
colleagues asking if there was a mechanism in place in which a license can be withdrawn if is not 
in accordance with the requests of the City to which Assistant City Administrator Jim Chandler 
replied that he was not familiar with anything similar and the rules that would apply would be 
those of the Liquor Board. 

Councilmember Schaible expressed his confusion of the matter as he was aware of two (2) 
businesses under the name “Lee’s”; a bar and a liquor store to which Assistant City Administrator 
Chandler explained that the entity that houses the entire operation would cease and the liquor 
store use would be transferred to the new site. He continued that there would no longer be a 
restaurant and when up for renewal the entity would be applying for a Class A license as opposed 
to a Class B license under which they operated at that time. 

Ward 4 Councilmember Daniel Peabody expressed his appreciation for the motion and the data 
provided by the police department and requested more detail regarding the conversation that 
took place between Council and the applicant. Councilmember Solomon responded that they 
were provided a good overview of the available information and the responses of the applicant 
to the City’s requirements. He recognized that time was limited in the development of a mitigation 
plan, but echoed earlier statements about the applicant being held accountable after the license 
transfer was completed.

Assistant City Administrator Chandler explained that the Board of Licensing Commission will 
either approve or postpone a decision and that they administer the rules which are unlike the 
Planning Board. He continued that the Licensing Board would conduct a hearing the following 
Tuesday to which Councilmember Lawrence identified that taking action at the present hearing 
would be in the Council’s best interest. Mr. Chandler agreed and referred to the response letter 
from the applicant stating that it addressed some, not all, of the concerns and they had yet to 
receive an updated application.

Councilmember Haba requested details regarding the process to which Mr. Chandler provided 
the differences between the Planning Board’s process and that of the Liquor Board stating that 
there is less involved and a more direct approach with the Liquor Board.

Councilmember Solomon clarified to Councilmember Haba that the proposal would be for an 
amendment that requires a formal agreement between the City and the applicant before the 
Board of Licensing Commission gives approval in the form of a memorandum of understanding.

Councilmember Solomon explained that the motion would still state the Council’s position to 
deny the application and ask the Licensing Commission to delay their decision until a formal 
document could be produced.
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Mayor Hollingsworth expressed her displeasure with the proposed name of the establishment 
and explained that the request for the business to be proactive was clearly communicated by the 
City because there was little to no demonstration of resolving the safety concerns cited by City 
Council and creating a productive partnership. She stated that she was unsure that it would be 
the City’s place to establish an accountability agreement and it may be in the interest of all parties 
to leave the relationship open and not narrowly defined. Mayor Hollingsworth inquired as to 
whether the language of the letter could request the Licensing Commission deny the application 
until such a time that the applicant exhibited meeting specific conditions to the satisfaction of City 
officials.

Councilmember Haba raised questions regarding logistics with observance and assessment of the 
establishment stating that without time and resources, their compliance would have to be 
accepted on good faith. 

Mayor Hollingsworth requested details as to the license renewal process to which Mr. Chandler 
responded that renewals took place annually, but he was unsure whether the Commission would 
apply conditions.

Councilmember Schaible referenced Councilmember Haba’s comments and stated that an 
effective middle-ground could be met if Council were to receive a review based on conditions. He 
suggested giving the business the benefit of doubt, but verifying as the City was able and stated 
that the specific stipulations should include the “requirement for security” instead of a mandate 
to hire members of the City’s Police Department that could be perceived as a conflict of interest. 

City of Hyattsville Chief of Police, Amal Awad, clarified that the language was not written to 
provide benefit to the Police Department, rather they are the primary law enforcement providers 
for the City of Hyattsville and it was under that jurisdiction to oversee any secondary employment 
of the area.

Councilmember Solomon made comments from his perspective as a Ward 5 resident and 
conveyed his account of the effect of alcoholism on the community. He expressed his support for 
the request of the Police Department citing the efforts of local police officers to work and develop 
relationships with businesses and stressed that the opportunity to change the dynamic of the 
community in a highly pedestrian region of the City was an opportunity that should not be taken 
lightly.

Lee’s manager, Nathaniel Hicks, addressed the Mayor and Council with several comments and 
concerns and emphasized the business’ eagerness to work with the City. Mr. Hicks asked what 
data was being used by Council to determine community development and the efforts to minimize 
loitering and displayed a notebook that contained complaints recorded by the establishment. He 
stated that the business was the only one on the corridor that employed private security and that 
they were more than willing to make any changes requested by the City of Hyattsville. 

Mayor Hollingsworth asked Mr. Hicks what the management of Lee’s would deem as 
demonstrating community partnership and addressing the issues to which Mr. Hicks listed 
community events invoking unity such as wine tastings and sip-and-paint. He referenced Lee’s 
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history within the area citing 60 years conducting business and their intent to secure a more 
upscale clientele while maintaining the connection to all residents.

Councilmember Solomon provided clarity as to how the data was collected recalling that 
questions were posed to the business regarding loitering and the answers were unsatisfactory 
and implied an absolution of responsibility. He referenced the contradiction of serving “high-end 
clientele” and the request to open at 7:00 a.m. and noted that Lee’s had not participated in any 
Ward 5 business meetings. Mr. Hicks stated that he could only speak to the items that were the 
responsibility of the business and he welcomed any suggestions.

Mayor Hollingsworth inquired as to whether the required full management plan in the 
application had been updated to reflect any of the City’s comments to which Mr. Hicks was unable 
to confirm or deny. Mayor Hollingsworth cited that as a demonstrable area and stated the City 
had an obligation to identify if there is needed improvement within the community. She 
continued that her perspective was that of disapproval based on the conditions she had seen in 
the area and complaints from residents and implored that a different approach was essential to 
change. 

Councilmember Solomon requested confirmation on the next steps of the process and its 
purpose to which Mayor Hollingsworth clarified the contingencies that should be stated in the 
language to express the City would still request denial at that time.

Councilmember Schaible commended the Mayor’s comments and clarified that Lee’s would 
definitely be moved but, aside from that, nothing else had been determined.

Councilmember Haba reiterated the need to be very clear with Council’s intent and working 
toward a solution and confirmed the approach for next steps.

RESULT: APPROVED [8-0-1]
MOVER: Ward
SECONDER: Solomon
AYES: Hollingsworth, Ward, Lawrence, Schaible, Simasek, Peabody, Solomon, Spell Wolf
ABSTAIN: Haba
ABSENT: Suiter, Croslin

10) Discussion Items (9:45 p.m. - 10:00 p.m.)

10.a) Backyard Chicken Act (15 minutes)
HCC-192-FY20
Lead Sponsor: Schaible
Co-Sponsor(s): N/A

Cover Page: Backyard Chicken Act (15 minutes)
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I move that the Mayor and Council direct the City Attorney to draft an ordinance amending
Chapter 52 of the Hyattsville Charter and Code to amend section §52-10 by striking the inclusion 
of “domestic fowl”, and “poultry and game birds” from the list of prohibited animals. Roosters 
will remain on the list of prohibited animals in the Code.

Councilmember Schaible addressed the item stating that it would not make raising chickens in 
the City legal as County code takes precedent over City ordinance. He explained that the City 
would not enforce the ordinance and any concerns regarding the matter were due to a lack of 
information on the subject and that raising chickens is beneficial to the building of community.

Councilmember Solomon asked whether the City attorney had the opportunity to review the item 
and inquired about a “home” rule to which City Administrator Tracey Douglas confirmed that the 
item had been reviewed by counsel and should there be a complaint or concern it would fall to 
the purview of the County. Assistant City Administrator Jim Chandler added that the City would 
still be obliged to report complaints to the County to which Councilmember Solomon raised 
questions concerning chickens as pets and food sources and the applicable regulations. He 
expressed health, legal, finance, and liability concerns.

Councilmember Schaible explained that he would be interested in regulating the issue if it were 
allowable and referenced the regulations of other areas who restrict the number of chickens a 
resident would own.

Councilmember Lawrence stated his support for the measure but was not in full support of the 
method and cited his colleague’s comments about improper care. He asked whether the County 
would address complaints to which Mr. Chandler responded that the City has difficulty 
following up on issues reported to the County and resolution takes extended time. He expressed 
preference to be responsive to both parties. 

Councilmember Spell Wolf inquired as to what the measure accomplished to which Mr. Chandler 
responded that it was currently a violation of City code and that if a call was received, the City 
would investigate and issue a warning if chickens were present. 

Councilmember Haba recollected that he believed County law contained stipulations on the size 
of chickens raised and sought confirmation that the item would limit response to complaints and 
asked whether Council would recommend standards. Councilmember Schaible repeated that the 
City is unable to regulate the measure and stated that his motion includes a letter communicating 
the City’s position on the matter.

Councilmember Simasek suggested dividing a letter of support and removal from the code into 
separate motions to which Councilmember Solomon suggested obtaining the opinion of the City 
attorney. 

11) Council Dialogue (10:00 p.m. - 10:10 p.m.)
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12) Community Notices and Meetings

12.a) Main City Calendar: January 7 - 21, 2020
HCC-195-FY20
Lead Sponsor: At the Request of the City Administrator
Co-Sponsor(s): N/A

Cover Page: Main City Calendar: January 7 - 21, 2020
Main City Calendar_Jan 22-Feb 3.docx

13) Motion to Adjourn 

RESULT: APPROVED, [UNANIMOUS]
MOVER: Lawrence
SECONDER: Spell Wolf
AYES: Hollingsworth, Ward, Lawrence, Schaible, Simasek, Haba, Peabody, Solomon, Spell 

Wolf
ABSENT: Suiter, Croslin

The meeting adjourned at 11:00 p.m. 


