
TO : City Council 

FROM : City Manager 

SUBJECT : TWO-STEP REQUEST FOR CLIMATE EMERGENCY 

RESOLUTION  

EXECUTIVE SUMMARY: 

Mayor Patterson submitted a two-step process request for Council’s consideration of adopting 

the Climate Emergency Resolution (Attachment 1). Cities are adopting this resolution to 

mobilize cities to end city-wide greenhouse gas emissions. A draft City of Benicia Climate 

Emergency Resolution is included as Attachment 2. 

RECOMMENDATION: 

Discuss the request and provide direction to staff. 

BUDGET INFORMATION: 

There is no budget impact for determining whether or not to place this topic on a future agenda 

for Council discussion. 

BACKGROUND: 

City Council members may request items be placed on future agendas according to the process 

described in the “Council Rules of Procedure”, in Section II: 

B. TWO-STEP PROCESS.

City Council Members may request that a policy matter be considered by the City

Council using the Two-Step Process. A Council Member submits the Council Member

Requested Agenda Item form (Attachment 1) to the City Manager. The Council Member

shall fill out the form as completely as possible and indicate a desired date for

agendization of Step 1 and for Step 2. Once Step 1 is agendized, the City Council shall

vote whether or not to pursue study or action on the policy matter. If there is interest by

a majority of the City Council, the policy proposal shall be directed to the Policy

Calendar Process for scheduling a study session (see Section II.E below) or to an

upcoming agenda for action if the subject of the request is time sensitive (Step 2). The

Council Member submitting the request shall inform the Council if the item is time

sensitive.

AGENDA ITEM 

CITY COUNCIL MEETING DATE – SEPTEMBER 3, 2019 

BUSINESS ITEMS 
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Please see attached two-step process request included as Attachment 1. 

General Plan N/A 

Strategic Plan N/A 

CEQA 

Analysis 

N/A 

ATTACHMENT(S):  

1. Two Step Request, Mayor Patterson

2. Draft City of Benicia Climate Emergency Resolution

For more information contact: City Manager Lorie Tinfow 

Phone: 707.746.4200 

E-mail: ltinfow@ci.benicia.ca.us
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APPENDIX A:   COUNCIL MEMBER REQUESTED AGENDA ITEM 

Requested by:     Mayor Patterson __________________________________________ 

Desired Initial Council Meeting Date:   July 16, 2019 _____________ 

Desired Date for Second Step or Policy Calendar Review:  ASAP 2019 

Deadline for Action, if any: ________________________________________________ 

Problem/Issue/Idea Name:      Climate Emergency Resolution  

Description of Problem/Issue/Idea:   Climate Warming 

Cities are adopting the Climate Emergency Resolution to mobilize cities to end city-wide green 
house gas emissions.   

Attached is a draft City of Benicia Climate Emergency Resolutsion based on the City of Santa 
Cruz and a link to the Richmond as an example of a “refinery town” adopting the resolution.  
Other cities are included with the links below. 

The city councils have committed to emergency climate mobilisation and to being an advocate 
for the cause, which is promoted by The Climate Mobilization 
(https://tinyurl.com/yyp6fbo7). Click on the link for the latest updates on cities adopting the 
resolution. 

City of Richmond (https://tinyurl.com/y6vwsp2v )“The City of Richmond calls for an 
emergency mobilization effort to end citywide greenhouse gas emissions, educate residents about 
climate change, and work to advocate for a mass mobilization at the local, state, national, and 
global levels.” 

Richmond City Climate Emergency Resolution passed unanimously;  Document archived on 
www.ci.richmond.ca.us (PDF) (https://tinyurl.com/y6vwsp2v ) 

City of Berkeley (https://climatesafety.info/richmondcalifornia/#berkeley), 

Montgomery County in Maryland 
(https://climateemergencydeclaration.org/montgomerycouncilresolution/), 

Hoboken City Council in New Jersey 
(https://www.theclimatemobilization.org/blog/2018/4/25/hoboken-resolves-to-mobilize), 

Los Angeles City Council (https://mynewsla.com/business/2018/04/27/l-a-city-council-
forwards-plan-for-climate-emergency-mobilization-department/) 
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****************************************************************************** 
 
 
COUNCIL DIRECTION 
 

 No Further Action 
 Schedule for Second Step on ___________________ 
 Schedule for Policy Calendar Review on __________ 
 Refer to: Staff  ________________________ 

   Commission  __________________ 
   Board  _______________________ 
   Committee  ___________________ 
 
 
 
 
Date Due:  ________________ 
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RESOLUTION NO. 19- 

 

RESOLUTION ENDORSING THE DECLARATION OF A CLIMATE EMERGENCY 

AND REQUESTING REGIONAL COLLABORATION ON AN IMMEDIATE 

MOBILIZATION EFFORT TO RESTORE A SAFE CLIMATE 

 

 WHEREAS, in April 2016, world leaders from 175 countries recognized the threat of 

climate change and the urgent need to combat it by signing the Paris Agreement, agreeing to 

keep warming “well below 2°C above pre-industrial levels” and to “pursue efforts to limit the 

temperature increase to 1.5°C”; and 

 

WHEREAS, more than 40 mayors in the greater San Francisco Bay Area have 

committed to adopt, honor, and uphold the Paris Agreement, noting, “We will intensify efforts to 

meet each of our cities’ current climate goals, push for new action to meet the 1.5 degrees 

Celsius target, and work together to create a 21st century clean energy economy . . . The world 

cannot wait—and neither will we”; and, 

 

 WHEREAS, according to the National Centers for Environmental Information, in 2017 

“the U.S. was impacted by 16 separate billion-dollar disaster events, tying 2011 for the record 

number of billion-dollar disasters for an entire calendar year,” with a cumulative cost of $309.5 

billion, shattering the previous U.S. annual record cost of $219.2 billion in 2005 due to 

hurricanes; and, 

 

 WHEREAS, severe rainfall in February 2017 across northern and central California 

resulted in at least five deaths and an estimated $1.5 billion in damage, including to the Oroville 

Dam spillway, causing a multi-day evacuation of 188,000 residents, and to the city of San Jose, 

flooding neighborhoods and forcing 14,000 residents out of their homes; and, 

 

WHEREAS, the October 2017 Northern California wildfires caused more than $9.4 

billion in damage, destroying over 8,900 structures, displacing many people, killing 44, and 

injuring another 192; and, 

 

WHEREAS, climate change-fueled droughts, famines, and diseases have already killed 

millions of people in the global southern hemisphere, and displaced millions more; and, 

 

WHEREAS, indigenous and low-income communities and communities of color in the 

United States and abroad have suffered the gravest consequences of global warming; and, 

 

 WHEREAS, the death and destruction already wrought by global warming of 

approximately 1°C demonstrate that the Earth is already too hot for safety and justice for the 

world’s most vulnerable people; and 

 

WHEREAS, according to the latest climate projections, humanity is on to warm the 

Earth at sustained average of 1.5°C above pre-industrial levels as soon as 2026; and 
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WHEREAS, it is projected that sustained warming of 1.5°C could cause a long-term, 

“continuous thaw” of the Arctic permafrost, which could turn the tundra from a net carbon sink 

into a source in the 2020s; and, 

 

 WHEREAS, it is estimated that the Greenland Ice Sheet is likely to completely collapse 

at 1.6°C of sustained warming, which NASA scientists have concluded would lead to 23 feet of 

sea-level rise, billions of climate refugees, and a “global-scale catastrophe”; and, 

 

 WHEREAS, tipping points such as those stated above must be avoided, as they will have 

feedback effects causing further and increasingly uncontrollable climate change and costs; and, 

 

 WHEREAS, according to the Ecological Footprint, it is estimated that humanity 

currently uses the equivalent of 1.7 Earths per year in resource consumption and waste disposal; 

and, 

 

 WHEREAS, it is estimated that if the world consumed as the average American 

consumes, humanity would need the equivalent of 4.97 Earths per year in resource consumption 

and waste disposal; and, 

 

WHEREAS, climate change is driving species extinction rates today 1,000 times higher 

than the natural rate, with a predicted 65 percent decline in vertebrate populations by 2020 and 

up to 37 percent of all plant and animal species by 2050; and, 

 

 WHEREAS, it is an act of unspeakable injustice and cruelty to knowingly subject our 

fellow humans now and in the future to societal disintegration, food and clean water shortages, 

economic collapse, and early death on an increasingly uninhabitable planet; and, 

 

WHEREAS, common sense and morality indicate that humanity must seek to draw 

down the excess carbon from the atmosphere in order to restore a safe level of greenhouse gas 

concentrations and global average temperatures; and,  

 

WHEREAS, corrective and preventive action requires mobilization on a scale not seen 

since World War II; and, 

 

 WHEREAS, justice requires that those that have contributed the most to this global 

climate and ecological cataclysm must carry a commensurate burden in reversing it; and, 

 

WHEREAS, the Global Climate Action Summit, brought “together leaders from state 

and local governments, business, and citizens from around the world demonstrating how the tide 

has turned in the race against climate change, showcasing climate action taking place around the 

world, and inspiring deeper commitments from each other and from national governments,” held 

in San Francisco in September 2018; and, 

 

WHEREAS, in Benicia, transportation contributes nearly half of our carbon emissions; 

and, 
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 WHEREAS, Benicia is particularly vulnerable to sea-level rise, storm surge, and coastal 

erosion, exacerbated by extreme weather events with increased flooding and increased 

temperatures causing evaporation on land; and, 

 

 WHEREAS, we in Benicia can rise to the challenge of this great crisis with the active 

consultation, participation, and benefit of workers, businesses and residents, creating well-paying 

local jobs in building and installing renewable energy infrastructure, growing and supporting 

healthy plant-based food grown in the community and county, restoring ecosystems, and 

retrofitting and redesigning our current environment, electric grid, and transportation systems; 

 

 NOW BE IT THEREFORE RESOLVED, the City of Benicia declares that an 

existential climate emergency threatens our city, region, state, nation, civilization, humanity and 

the natural world and that time is of the essence. 

 

 BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED, the City of Benicia endorses a just, citywide 

emergency mobilization effort to reverse global warming, affirming city policy and priorities, 

and appropriate financial and regulatory assistance from the County of Solano and State and 

Federal authorities, to end citywide greenhouse gas emissions and safely draw down carbon from 

the atmosphere as quickly as possible. 

 

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED, the City of Benicia commits to promoting a walkable 

city that includes parking policies that promote “park once” transit and shared on demand trips to 

reduce vehicle miles traveled by employees and residents and to embrace a robust mobility 

program. 

 

 BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED, the City of Benicia commits to seeking development 

of housing for infill lots, repurposed lots and promote ADUs and fair renters’ policies and 

commit to timely processing of housing projects. 

 

 BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED, the City of Benicia commits to developing a just 

emergency mobilization implementation plan and updating its Climate Action Plan and goals to 

reflect a 100% reduction in community-wide greenhouse gas emissions, with the vision of 

becoming a carbon sink, by or before 2030. 

 

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED, the City of Benicia recommits to educating our 

residents about the climate emergency and working to catalyze a just emergency climate 

mobilization at the local, state, national, and global levels to protect our residents as well as all 

the people and species of the world. 

 

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED, the City of Benicia underscores the need for full 

community participation and support, and recognizes that the residents of Benicia, Sustainable 

Solano, Good Neighbor Steering Committee, and other community organizations will be integral 

to the mobilization effort. 

 

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED, the City of Benicia commits to keeping the 

considerations of vulnerable communities central to all climate emergency mobilization planning 
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processes and to inviting and encouraging such communities to actively participate in order to 

advocate directly for their needs; 

 

 BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED, the City of Benicia, in order to ensure a just transition, 

will consult with community, labor, environmental justice, economic justice, and racial justice 

organizations at every step of the climate emergency mobilization process. 

 

 BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED, the City of Benicia calls on the Solano Transportation 

Agency, SolTrans, and other appropriate local agencies to participate in this regional emergency 

just mobilization effort. 

 

 BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED, the City of Benicia calls for a regional just transition 

and climate emergency mobilization collaborative effort, inviting concerned residents, youth, 

faith, labor, business, environmental, economic, racial and social justice organizations as well as 

other community groups, and all elected officials in and from Solano County and nearby 

Counties, especially all the mayors. 

 

***** 
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 On motion of Council Member              , seconded by Council Member            , the 

above Resolution was adopted by the City Council of the City of Benicia at a regular meeting 

of said Council held on the   day of                 , 2019 by the following vote: 

 

Ayes: 

 

Noes: 

 

Absent: 

 

 

 

 

        __________________________ 

        Elizabeth Patterson, Mayor 

 

 

Attest: 

 

___________________________ 

Lisa Wolfe, City Clerk 

 

___________________________ 

Date 
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2A - eliminate the words use permit in the third line to read 'retail cannabis proposal', 2) 
in Section 17 .84.050 B 2B - the_ third line, add after the words 'use permit' and/or public 
safety license application, and 3) to Section 17.84.050 B 2A - change the wording 'is 
issued' in the 5th line to ' use permit for a cannabis application deemed complete by staff.' 

Ms. Thorsen reviewed the concepts for future amendments. 

Council Member Young suggested allowing a type of retail showroom that could be 
allowed with microbusinesses where patients could be counseled, pick items out, and 
then have them delivered. 

Mayor Patterson stated that the idea was to remove the cap on the number of 
microbusinesses and to limit them to the Industrial Park. 

Council Member Young and Staff discussed of a company having to list all. vehicles used 
for delivery, with all the pertinent information, why we would need to duplicate the 
information the State is already collecting, and why the City is limiting the amount of 
cash a driver can carry to $3,000. Council Member Young would like to mimic the State 
requirements to allow drivers to carry $5,000. 

Vice Mayor Strawbridge and Staff discussed the issue of deliveries. 

Mayor Patterson stated there was consensus for giving direction to Staff to prepare 
language to amend the ordinance to remove the cap on microbusinesses, with the 
understanding it is limited to the Benicia Industrial Park - including the Lower Arsenal, 
and to allow the use/delivery only per State regulations and law. 

Public Comment: 
1. Gretchen Burgess - Ms. Burgess spoke in support of bringing business to Benicia

that will bring tax dollars.

On motion of Council Member Campbell, seconded by Council Member Largaespada, 
Council approved the Introduction and First Reading of the above Ordinance, as amended 
with the three amendments as summarized by Staff, on a roll call by the following vote: 

Ayes: Council Member Campbell, Council Member Largaespada, Vice Mayor 
Strawbridge 
Noes: Council Member Young, Mayor Patterson 

14.B - TWO-STEP REQUEST FOR CLIMATE EMERGENCY
RESOLUTION (.City Manager)

Staff Rep01i - Climate Emergency Resolution -�) 
1. Two-Step Request, Mayor Patterson r.--.:;�, 

2. Draft City of Benicia Climate Emergency Resolution �.:-

Mayor Patterson reviewed her request. 

, 
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Public Comment: 
1. Constance Beutel - Ms. Beutel spoke in support of bringing this forward for

discussion.
2. Marilyn Bardet - Ms. Bardet spoke in support of bringing this forward for

discussion.
3. Gretchen Burgess - Ms. Burgess spoke in support of bringing this forward for i:f'.

discussion.
4. Steve Goetz - Mr. Goetz spoke in favor of bringing this forward for discussion.
5 .. Pat Toth-Smith - Ms. Toth Smith spoke in support of bringing this forward for

discussion. 
6. Kathy Kerridge - Ms. Kerridge spoke in support of bringing this forward for

discussion.

Council Member Young spoke in support of bringing this forward for discussion. 

Council Member Largaespada clarified that the proposed resolution commits Benicia to a 
high level of change and development. We need more information. 

Council Member Campbell said he would vote to bring it back for discussion; however 
the resolution as-is will not work for him. 

Vice Mayor Strawbridge discussed concern regarding the amount of staf£time this will 
require just to get it to the second step. She would like to see this in a different format. 

On motion of Council Member Young, seconded by Council Member Campbell, Council 
approved bringing this fmward at a future workshop, on a roll call by the following vote: 

Ayes: Council Member Campbell, Council Member Largaespada, Vice Mayor 
Strawbridge, Council Member Young, Mayor Patterson 
Noes: (None) 

15) ADJOURNMENT (11:00 P.M.)

Mayor Patterson adjourned the meeting at 9:50 p.m.
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Office of the City Manager 
                                                                              MEMORANDUM 

 

Date:  January 28, 2020 

To:  Mayor and City Council 

From:  City Manager Lorie Tinfow 

Re:  Climate Emergency Resolutions from other Cities 
 

Staff has collected these other examples of climate emergency resolutions adopted by cities as 
reference for the Mayor’s 2-step request. 
 
Cities  Link to Adopted Climate Emergency Resolution 

Alameda 
https://alameda.legistar.com/LegislationDetail.aspx?ID=3880480&GUID=D8C2E
367-C760-43A1-84FE-8EAD1AB2FFB6 

Berkeley 

https://www.cityofberkeley.info/uploadedFiles/Council_2/Level_3_-
_General/Climate%20Emergency%20Declaration%20-
%20Adopted%2012%20June%202018%20-%20BCC.pdf 

Hayward 
https://www.hayward-ca.gov/sites/default/files/pdf/climate-emergency-
resolution.pdf 

Oakland 
https://cao-94612.s3.amazonaws.com/documents/87397-CMS-Climate-
Emergency-Declaration.pdf 

San Leandro https://www.sanleandro.org/civicax/filebank/blobdload.aspx?BlobID=30701 

Alameda County 
http://www.acgov.org/board/bos_calendar/documents/DocsAgendaReg_07_2
2_19/PAL/Climate_Emergency_ResolutionI.pdf 

El Cerrito 
https://elcerritoca.civicclerk.com/web/UserControls/DocPreview.aspx?p=1&aoi
d=276 

Richmond https://www.ci.richmond.ca.us/ArchiveCenter/ViewFile/Item/8947 
City/County of San 
Francisco 

https://sfbos.org/sites/default/files/r0160-19.pdf 

Fairfax 
https://storage.googleapis.com/proudcity/fairfaxca/uploads/2019/01/Item-8-
Reso-Climate-Emergency.pdf 

Napa Unified School 
District 

https://schoolsforclimateaction.weebly.com/uploads/1/0/9/2/109230709/j_1_
a_climatechangeactionresolutionno1929_0__4_.pdf 

Cloverdale 
https://www.cloverdale.net/DocumentCenter/View/3643/Reso-91-2019-
Climate-Emergency 

Cotati 
http://cotaticityca.iqm2.com/Citizens/Detail_LegiFile.aspx?ID=2831&highlightT
erms=climate 

Healdsburg 
http://healdsburgca.iqm2.com/Citizens/Detail_LegiFile.aspx?ID=2558&highlight
Terms=climate 

Petaluma  https://petaluma.granicus.com/MetaViewer.php?view_id=31&clip_id=2718&m
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eta_id=423423 
Santa Rosa file:///C:/Users/LProvencher/Downloads/Resolution.pdf 

Windsor 
https://windsor-
ca.granicus.com/MetaViewer.php?view_id=2&event_id=1420&meta_id=64975 

Sonoma County https://sonomacounty.ca.gov/CAO/County-Declares-Climate-Emergency/ 

San Mateo County 
https://sanmateocounty.legistar.com/LegislationDetail.aspx?ID=4134897&GUI
D=6121741A-FB48-401A-BC1E-41DE639FFD1F&Options=&Search= 

Santa Clara County 
http://sccgov.iqm2.com/Citizens/Detail_LegiFile.aspx?Frame=SplitView&Meeti
ngID=11135&MediaPosition=&ID=98193&CssClass= 
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