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Present: Candace Hollingsworth, Mayor
Edouard Haba, W4 (Council Pres.)
Kevin Ward, W1 (Council VP)
Bart Lawrence, W1
Shani Warner, W2
Thomas Wright, W3
Joseph A Solomon, W5
Erica Spell, W5

Absent: Robert Croslin, W2
Carrianna Suiter, W3

Also present were the following City staff members:
Tracey E. Douglas, City Administrator
Jim Chandler, Assistant City Administrator
Ron Brooks, City Treasurer
Chief Amal Awad, City of Hyattsville Police Department
Lesley Riddle, Director of Public Works
Laura Reams, City Clerk

1) Call to Order and Council Roll Call

Mayor Candace Hollingsworth called the meeting to order at 8:04 p.m.

2) Pledge of Allegiance to the Flag

3) Approval of Agenda

RESULT: APPROVED [UNANIMOUS]
MOVER: Haba 
SECONDER: Solomon
AYES: Hollingsworth, Haba, Ward, Lawrence, Warner, Wright, Solomon, Spell
NAYS: None
ABSENT: Croslin, Suiter

  
4) Public Comment (8:10 p.m. – 8:20 p.m.) Limit 2 minutes per speaker

Ward 2 resident, Lisa Walker, addressed the Mayor and Council on behalf of the Age Friendly 
Initiative Workgroup to express her appreciation for the promptness of addressing the Age 
Friendly Initiative and the related items included in the agenda. She referenced the Armory 
presentation that was scheduled and inquired as to whether it would consist of any affordable 
and accessible units. 
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Ward 2 resident, David Marshall, addressed the Mayor and Council regarding the agenda. Mr. 
Marshall stated that he was opposed to driveways for private residents and gun buyback 
programs. Mr. Marshall stated that the cost of his own driveway was his responsibility and was 
not in support of City funding for driveway maintenance. He cited the electric vehicle charging 
stations and stated that he did not believe it should be accessible for commercial vehicles. Mr. 
Marshall closed his comments by reporting that the audio feed from Council meetings was very 
sensitive and amplified the sounds of pens clicking and cellophane.

5) Presentations (8:20 p.m. - 8:45 p.m.)

5.a) FY17 & FY18 Audit Update (5 minutes)
HCC-239-FY19
Lead Sponsor: At the Request of the City Administrator
Co-Sponsor(s): N/A

Cover Page 

City Treasurer Ron Brooks reported that the Fiscal Year 2017 audit was near close and that 
documents were expected to be filed in the following weeks. Mr. Brooks stated that the Fiscal 
Year 2018 audit was in process and was scheduled to complete in early April 2019. 

5.b) Armory Apartments - Architectural Site Plan Presentation (20 minutes)
HCC-240-FY19
Lead Sponsor: At the Request of the City Administrator
Co-Sponsor(s): N/A

Cover Page 
Memo - Armory Apartments - Arch Site Plan Presentation - 1.22.19.docx 
UIP_City Council PPT_01.22.2019.pdf 

Assistant City Administrator Jim Chandler introduced Mary Birone, development associate with
Urban Investment Partners (UIP) who would be presenting a conceptual site plan for the Armory 
Apartments, a development planned for the 5300 block of Baltimore Avenue, and provided a brief 
summary of the project. Mr. Chandler stated that the item would be revisited the following 
February with recommendations. 

Mary Birone gave background about UIP and introduced her associate, Jack Becker, who would 
be assisting with the presentation. Ms. Birone stated that the preliminary plan of subdivision 
was approved by the Prince George’s County Planning board in early January and provided a 
summary of the project including commercial and residential components. She detailed that 
the construction consisted of 32,000 square feet of retail and an outdoor public plaza containing 
a stage for events and noted that the height of the building included a step down for access 
to the adjacent building. She stated that the architectural plan was modified based on 
suggestions from the Historical Preservation Commission (HPC) and cited details as to the 
design and locations of open spaces, retail, and restaurants.  
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Ward 3 Councilmember Thomas Wright thanked Ms. Birone for her presentation and asked 
what the next steps in the process would be to which Ms. Birone responded that the plan would 
be presented to the Planning Committee the following day and that a detailed site plan may not 
be required as the plan that was presented to Council adheres to all of the building 
regulations for the Gateway Arts District of the City of Hyattsville. She stated that her 
organization wanted to be sure that all questions from all pertinent bodies were answered 
to satisfaction. Assistant City Administrator Chandler relayed that the item would return to 
Council in February for comment stating that updates would be provided by staff and the 
Planning Committee’s comments would be incorporated into the report. 

Council Vice President Kevin Ward raised questions regarding parking availability, building 
aesthetics, and the potential to improve internet speed in the area to which Ms. Birone replied 
that the 90 parking spaces currently managed by Crossover Church would remain under their 
authority unless otherwise determined by Crossover. She welcomed any suggestions regarding
aesthetics and incorporating art or specific artists throughout the City and was eager to engage 
with the community. Assistant City Administrator Jim Chandler stated that with power lines 
buried in the area, any adjustment to internet speed would have to be approved by the Potomac 
Electric Power Company (PEPCO).

Ward 5 Councilmember Joseph Solomon expressed his satisfaction with portions of the 
presentation but held concerns regarding the lack of affordable housing included in the plan. 
Ms. Birone suggested discussions between UIP and City officials to identify elements and 
practices that could be conducive to making affordable housing possible in the site plan. 

Council President Edouard Haba requested confirmation that utility lines would provide power 
to both sides of the specific segment of Route 1 to which Ms. Birone replied in the affirmative. 

Ward 2 Councilmember Shani Warner expressed her appreciation for the presentation and the 
thorough explanations of the aesthetic decisions. She listed issues that she felt could usher 
discontent among residents such as the increase in population of the area in reference to the 
nearby school that was already about 40% over capacity, lack of affordable housing, and parking 
availability. 

Mayor Hollingsworth confirmed with Ms. Birone that utilities would be underground on both 
sides of Route 1 as opposed to undergrounding one side and only connecting to the other. 
When asked about sustainable design elements, Ms. Birone explained that there were no 
particular green designs as they were not required by the County. She stated that, even though 
not required, they were examining methods and locations for integrating some environmentally 
friendly elements. 

Mayor Hollingsworth inquired about the status of the connected alleyway, recollecting from a 
previous presentation that the alleyway would be active and serve as a walkway for pedestrians. 
She noted that the new iteration of the area is commanded by regulations requiring staging 
areas for retail businesses and expressed that she would prefer more thoughtful intentions for 
that area. Ms. Birone retorted that changes were made to that part of the project because it was 
deemed infeasible and that an outdoor seating area would still be implemented, and the alleyway 
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could still be used for pedestrian activity and events. Mayor Hollingsworth opined that the plan 
would still have to incorporate more art elements to which Ms. Birone responded that the 
elements were conceptual and UIP was open to suggestions and providing as much preference as 
possible. 

Council Vice President Ward requested an estimate of what the difference would be in cost for 
using Leadership in Energy and Environmental Design (LEED) certification such as solar panels and 
renewable energy resources to which Ms. Birone replied that she did not have exact figures 
but was confident in saying that the cost would be substantially higher. She stated that they 
would look at what LEED elements they could potentially include, if any. Council Vice 
President Ward confirmed that electric car charging stations would be included in the plan and 
asked for research to be performed to determine what the impact would be on the nearby 
school population.

Ward 1 Councilmember Bart Lawrence expressed his favor for parking garages similar to ones 
that existed in Riverdale that mimicked business buildings and subdued the traditional look of a 
parking garage. 

Mayor Hollingsworth stressed the importance of green standards among new construction in 
the City of Hyattsville and described that it was a notable difference between past projects and 
the proposed plan for the Armory Apartments. She stated that any effort in that regard would 
be greatly appreciated as it will be beneficial to residents in the future.  

6) Consent Items  (8:45 p.m. - 8:50 p.m.)

6.a) Purchase of FY19 K-9 dog
HCC-238-FY19
Lead Sponsor: At the Request of the City Administrator
Co-Sponsor(s): N/A

Cover Page 
k9 Agreement 2019.pdf 

I move that the Mayor and Council authorize the expenditure of $9,000 for the purchase of a 
police dog from Vohne Liche Kennels. 

6.b) Appointments to the Education Advisory Committee
HCC-244-FY19
Lead Sponsor: Haba
Co-Sponsor(s): Suiter 

Cover Page 
Committee Application_EAC_Jen Kubit W4.pdf 
Committee Application_EAC_Mai Abdul Rahman W2.pdf 
Committee Application_EAC_Daniel Peabody W4.pdf 
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I move that the Mayor and Council re-appoint Jen Kubit (Ward 4) and appoint Mai Abdul Rahman 
(Ward 2) and Daniel Peabody (Ward 4) to the Education Advisory Committee for a term of two (2) 
years to expire on January 22, 2021.

6.c) Re-Appointment to the Planning Committee
HCC-245-FY19
Lead Sponsor: Wright
Co-Sponsor(s): Haba

Cover Page 
Committee Application_Planning_David Marshall W2.pdf 

I move that the Mayor and Council re-appoint David Marshall (Ward 2) to the Planning
Committee for a term of two (2) years to expire on January 22, 2021.

RESULT: APPROVED [UNANIMOUS]
MOVER: Haba 
SECONDER: Lawrence
AYES: Hollingsworth, Haba, Ward, Lawrence, Warner, Wright, Solomon, Spell
NAYS: None
ABSENT: Croslin, Suiter

  
7) Action Items (8:50 p.m. - 9:00 p.m.)

7.a) Hyattsville Emergency Ordinance 2019-01, Wireless Facilities and Support Structures (10 
minutes)
HCC-246-FY19
Lead Sponsor: At the Request of the City Administrator
Co-Sponsor(s): N/A

Cover Page 
Ordinance 2019-01 Wireless Facilities and Support Structures 1.18.19.pdf 
Reg. Wireless Facilties and Support Structures 1.11.19.pdf 

I move that the Mayor and Council introduce and adopt City of Hyattsville Emergency Ordinance 
2019-01,  Wireless Facilities and Support Structures, an Ordinance  whereby the City of Hyattsville 
amends Chapter 105 to the City of Hyattsville Code in order to regulate the installation and 
construction of wireless facilities and supporting structures (INTRODUCTION AND ADOPTION).

  City Administrator Tracey E. Douglas summarized the purpose of the emergency legislation and
history of the ordinance and noted the internal administrative regulation stating that the
ordinance may not encompass all preferred aspects but that it would address the essential ones. 
She recognized the importance of advancing technology but stressed being cognizant of how 
the items would be implemented and monitored. Ms. Douglas stated that should the measure 
require adjustments going forward, the amended language would be presented before Council.
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Council Vice President Ward requested clarity on the procedure asking how the measure would 
be changed, if needed, over time to which City Administrator Douglas explained that it would be 
brought before Council as an amended ordinance. 

Councilmember Wright asked whether any service carriers were planning imminent installations 
to which Ms. Douglas answered that no formal discussion had taken place, but they were aware 
of a cable provider and two internet providers who were active in the area. She stated that it 
would allow the City to expand to larger bandwidths and confirmed that neighboring 
municipalities were actively building the infrastructure. 

Councilmember Solomon recollected that at a previous Prince George’s County Municipal 
Association (PGCMA) meeting there were sample ordinances available from the National League 
of Cities (NLC) and cable providers and agreed that it was an element that was essential to the 
City. 

Council President Haba asked if the processing fee needed adjustment to which Ms. Douglas 
stated that it could be considered relatively high, but that a reassessment would take place after 
discussions with engineers and experts took place. 

RESULT: APPROVED [UNANIMOUS]
MOVER: Haba 
SECONDER: Ward
AYES: Hollingsworth, Haba, Ward, Lawrence, Warner, Wright, Solomon, Spell
NAYS: None
ABSENT: Croslin, Suiter

8) Discussion Items  (9:00 p.m. - 10:30 p.m.)

Mayor Hollingsworth began her comments stating the intent of the discussion was to answer
clarifying questions from colleagues and to develop some consensus on items that would be
included in the FY20 budget.

8.a) FY20 Budget Priority: Hyattsville Stabilization Fund
HCC-210-FY19
Lead Sponsor: Solomon
Co-Sponsor(s): N/A

Cover Page 
New York Consolidated Laws, General Municipal Law - GMU §6-E | NY State Senate.pdf
What is a stabilization fund and how may it be used?.pdf 

I move that the Mayor and Council authorize the City Treasurer in collaboration with the City 
Attorney, to develop a draft Hyattsville Budget Stabilization Fund ordinance for review and 
approval by the Hyattsville Council, covering but not limited to the following areas:

 Recommendations on a City policy that identifies the objectives of the Budget Stabilization 
Fund.
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 Recommend council and administrative protocols that defines the procedures to be used to 
access stabilization funds.

 Recommendations on budgetary funding requirements for long term non-capital projects.
 Recommendations on the annual contribution to the Budget Stabilization Fund by percentage 

and amount.

Councilmember Solomon introduced the first item and provided a summary of the Hyattsville 
stabilization fund and reiterated its purpose and importance. 

Council Vice President Ward posed questions to City Treasurer Brooks regarding the protocol 
and potential limits in using the general fund to which Mr. Brooks responded that the 
stabilization fund would be used to mitigate economic downturns and the City would always 
maintain a reserve fund as standard practice. He described that many entities maintain an
unreserved fund balance that can be allocated as they saw fit and, when able, a stabilization 
fund that would be a separate allocation that was assigned purposes and requirements for 
access and would allow planning for several fiscal years ahead. Council Vice President Ward 
requested specifics regarding the amounts and percentages that should be repurposed from the 
general fund. Mr. Brooks replied that he would recommend approximately 20% for the current 
year with an annual review and reassessment. 

Council President Haba questioned how maintaining a stabilization fund would affect the 
economic standing of the City regarding borrowing power to which City Treasurer Brooks 
clarified that the ratings agencies look favorably upon and highly recommend the 
implementation of a stabilization fund and it would actually improve the possibility of receiving 
lower interest rates when borrowing. 

Councilmember Wright inquired as to the requirements for how the money would be accessed 
to which Mr. Brooks explained that any appropriation or withdrawal of funds must be approved 
by a majority vote from Council. 

Mayor Hollingsworth determined that the measure would warrant discussions of policy and 
would be an item that would be revisited in future Council meetings for approval to draft and 
adopt the ordinance. 

8.b) FY20 Budget Priority: Age Friendly Initiatives Staff Liaison/Coordinator
HCC-234-FY19
Lead Sponsor: Solomon
Co-Sponsor(s): Ward

Cover Page 

I move that the Mayor and Council appropriate [Amount TBD] in the FY20 Hyattsville Municipal 
Budget for the purpose of augmenting city staff with a staff member to manage and coordinate 
Age Friendly Initiatives.

Councilmember Solomon explained that he was providing an update to the status of the 
discussion item as due diligence but would not be recognizing it at that time as it was scheduled 
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to be included in the Community Services budget proposal that would be presented by Director 
Jake Rollow. 

8.c) FY20 Budget Priority: Affordable Housing Implementation Study
HCC-211-FY19
Lead Sponsor: Solomon
Co-Sponsor(s): Spell

Cover Page 

I move that the Mayor and Council appropriate funding in the FY20 budget for the purpose of 
commissioning an Affordable Housing Strategy and Implementation Study. The study is intended 
to evaluate affordable housing strategies which will: 

 Assess affordable housing strategies which are considered 'best practice' as well as 
Affordable Housing recommendations currently before the City Council.

 Recommend specific affordable housing strategies suitable to the City of Hyattsville. 
 Identify local affordable housing strategies that may compliment programs offered by 

Prince George's County.
 Assess the cost, resource, and legal barriers to implementing approved strategies.

Councilmember Wright sought clarity regarding whether rent stabilization and tax credits would 
be included in the study to which Councilmember Solomon responded that the two aspects 
would be considered as individual parts, but could also overlap with the initiative noted in the 
first bullet that stated affordable housing recommendations. 

Mayor Hollingsworth asked if there was an estimate attached to the measure to which 
Councilmember Solomon replied that some amounts were discussed but it was determined that 
there should be further discussion with Council and staff before an estimate was agreed upon. 
Assistant City Administrator Jim Chandler added that staff had consulted with two firms and if 
Council chose to move forward, they would be provided an estimate that included staff 
compensation. Mr. Chandler stated that more details would be available in the coming weeks. 

8.d) FY20 Budget Priority: Residential Driveway Installation Program
HCC-232-FY19
Lead Sponsor: Spell
Co-Sponsor(s): N/A

Cover Page 

I move that the Mayor and Council allocate $20,000 in the FY20 budget for the City of Hyattsville 
to adopt a Residential Driveway Installation Program to address residential parking needs. This 
action directs the City Administrator and/or their designee to develop a policy and administer a 
residential driveway installation program which will allow residents to request up to $1,000 from 
the City of Hyattsville, administered as a reimbursable grant to assist with the coverage of fees 
associated with installation of a new residential driveway.
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Ward 5 Councilmember Erica Spell introduced the item stating that parking availability was a 
continuous problem in the City. She explained that the measure was another approach to 
alleviate some of the congestion and the proposed $20K was merely a starting point to provide 
residents up to $1K in assistance for driveway installation. Councilmember Spell noted that 
discussion of the item should include policy and budget allocation. 
Councilmember Warner asked about the intention for the initial $20K to which Councilmember 
Spell explained that the funds would serve as a place holder while interest from residents was 
gauged. 

Councilmember Wright requested details about the program regarding County authority to 
which Assistant City Administrator Chandler responded that installing a new driveway would fall 
under the jurisdiction of zoning which was the responsibility of the County. He stated that 
residents would have to adhere to some guidelines, but the City could assist with a portion of 
residents’ costs and provide variances in some cases. Mr. Chandler said that staff would seek 
guidance from Council on the method in which the assistance would be administered. 

Councilmember Wright expressed reluctance with using public funds for private improvements 
and needed more clarity on what would constitute City intervention. He stated that the idea 
was interesting but requested clarity in how standard would be applied to which 
Councilmember Spell responded that determining policies would be important and a decision 
had to be made about the requirements for participation allowance and stated that parking 
availability is of high priority but the resolution is challenging.

Council President Haba stated that he was not opposed to the idea but raised questions
regarding the criteria required for issuance of the grants to which Assistant City Administrator 
Jim Chandler answered that there would be no reduction of parking permits as a result of the 
program and the amount of permits issued if residents participated in the program and while 
already utilizing parking in a residential parking zone the amount of permits per household 
would depend on the overall capacity. Mr. Chandler opined that the program could aid the 
demand for parking as there were 1,400 households that participated in residential parking 
zones. 

Councilmember Warner said that she was still attempting to establish her opinion on the issue 
as it could have been helpful in certain part of the City but had opposition partly due to an 
environmentalist perspective. She expressed concern with incentivizing construction of a 
driveway rather than encouraging residents to lessening the vehicles a household owns. 

Councilmember Lawrence expressed opposition to the measure stating that he felt it would be 
completely ineffective and incentivizing more driveways could lead to more vehicles. 

Council Vice President Ward expressed the uncertainty of his position on the matter and 
requested an estimate of the cost of driveway installation to which Councilmember Spell stated 
that it could vary from $4K to $9K. Council Vice President Ward suggested issuing a survey to 
gauge possible participation. 
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Councilmember Solomon expressed support for the motion but cited several caveats that 
identified areas in which the issue would not be addressed. He continued that there were many 
policy questions unanswered as well as logistical issues in need of further exploration. 

Mayor Hollingsworth stated that she was neither in support nor opposition of the item but 
expressed that, if faced with a choice, she would more likely side with opposition due to some of 
the concerns voiced by colleagues. She expressed that the goal to increase parking capacity was 
shortsighted and there were numerous factors to consider. 

Council President Haba reiterated that he was not opposed to the program but had concerns 
about it resulting in an increase of vehicles in the City. 

Council Vice President Ward echoed the concerns of his fellow Councilmembers and noted 
additional scenarios which would require establishing policy. Mayor Hollingsworth requested 
that Assistant City Administrator Chandler itemize the different policy areas that would need to 
be investigated and provide guidance therein. 

Councilmember Wright suggested vetting the idea through some of the City’s committees to 
which Councilmember Spell agreed that it would be helpful and beneficial. 

8.e) FY20 Budget Priority: Road Repairs and Resurfacing 
HCC-236-FY19
Lead Sponsor: Haba
Co-Sponsor(s): N/A

I move that the Mayor and Council appropriate $1,000,000 in the FY20 budget to support Phase 
1 road repair and resurfacing in the City of Hyattsville, starting in Ward 4.

Council President Haba summarized the request noting poor road conditions in Ward 4. Director 
of Public Works Lesley Riddle stated that funding was available in the pertinent budget line of 
$1.5 million and that Mr. Haba’s request was included in the planned allocation. 

Councilmember Spell expressed her full support of the motion and commended the Council for 
implementing stating that it was long overdue. 

Mayor Hollingsworth sought clarity regarding the proposal to which Director Riddle explained 
that the next large project to be finished was University Hills and, once completed, the 
department could begin on design and implementation over the next three (3) years. Mayor 
Hollingsworth and Council President Haba agreed that staff had a strong command of the issue 
and it could be removed from consideration and included in the budget proposal. 

8.f) FY20 Budget Priority: Analysis of Hyattsville's Urban Tree Canopy
HCC-237-FY19
Lead Sponsor: Lawrence
Co-Sponsor(s): N/A
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I move that the Mayor and Council allocate $25,000 in the FY20 budget for the purpose of funding 
for an analysis of Hyattsville's Urban Tree Canopy.

Councilmember Lawrence summarized the motion explaining that the study was suggested 
through conversations with staff and noted the number of requests for tree removals the City 
receives which was resulting in a rapid decrease of trees in the City. 

Director Riddle stated that funds for this item were not included in the draft budget, but that 
the previous study was 10 years old and a great number of trees had been lost in that time. 
She expressed full support for the analysis. 

Councilmember Wright inquired as to whether the Environment Committee had any 
involvement to which Ms. Riddle responded in the affirmative and noted that there was also 
participation from the Shade Tree Board. 

Councilmember Warner asked how the amount of $20K was decided upon to which Director 
Riddle stated that it was the recommended amount after staff research. Councilmember 
Warner expressed her support for the measure. 

8.g) FY20 Budget Priority: Hyattsville Resident Police Referral Bonus
HCC-212-FY19
Lead Sponsor: Solomon
Co-Sponsor(s): Wright, Spell

Cover Page 

I move that Mayor and Council allocate $2,500 in the FY20 budget for the purpose of developing 
and implementing a police referral bonus for Hyattsville residents. I further move to authorize the 
City Administrator to develop criteria, requirements, and exceptions for the administration of the 
referral bonus program.

Councilmember Solomon summarized the proposal and provided details and its purpose. 

Council President Haba inquired as to who could be eligible for the referral bonus to which 
Chief Amal Awad replied that City staff and their family members would not be eligible, but the 
measure would encourage residents to refer local members of the community to join the Police 
force which would further accentuate synergy and ties within the City of Hyattsville. 

Councilmember Warner expressed her support for the item and asked whether the proposed 
allocation would be sufficient to which Chief Awad stated that she deemed it a reasonable 
amount. City Administrator Douglas stated that the amount may be reassessed in the future. 

8.h) FY20 Budget Priority: Hyattsville Firearms Buy Back Program
HCC-213-FY19
Lead Sponsor: Solomon
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Co-Sponsor(s): Wright, Spell
Cover Page 

I move that the Mayor and Council allocate [Amount TBD] in the FY20 Hyattsville Municipal 
Budget for the purpose of developing and implementing a Firearms Buy Back Program. 

Whereas the State of Maryland has passed legislation to ban the purchase of certain ancillary 
devices that increase the rate and capacity of fire of semi-automatic firearms including but not 
limited to: bump-stocks and magazines with extended capacities, I further move to include 
ancillary devices banned by the State of Maryland in the Buy Back Program.

The Hyattsville City Administrator and Chief of Police are authorized to collaborate across state, 
county, federal, and municipal agencies as well as non-profit and faith-based organizations in 
the planning and execution of the program.

Councilmember Solomon provided a summary on the item and referenced how guns affected 
the City of Hyattsville and explained how he hoped this measure would lessen the number of 
guns within the City. 

Chief Amal Awad provided some informational logistics on the program including possible 
partnerships with neighboring municipalities and communities and stated that the County had 
conducted similar programs annually that resulted in the return of many firearms and the 
distribution of thousands of dollars in gift cards used for buy-back incentive. Chief Awad suggested 
partnering with certain faith-based organizations who fund the repurchasing of firearms as well 
as seeking out grants and other sources of funding. Councilmember Solomon contributed that 
the reason the exact amount had not been determined because at the time of drafting the 
language the partnerships and associated funding sources had not yet been established.

Councilmember Lawrence expressed his interest in pursuing the program citing over 600 gun 
returns over eight (8) years, but inquired as to the necessity of the City having a program while a 
program was established and functioning at the County level. Chief Awad responded that the 
same resources available to the County were not available to the City of Hyattsville and creating 
a program within the City would allow for more local return sites through the community’s 
organizations whereas Prince George’s County relies primarily on one location in Upper 
Marlboro. Councilmember Lawrence proposed working with the County’s funding source to 
discuss whether the Upper Marlboro location would entertain adding more locations in the City 
of Hyattsville. 

Councilmember Wright and Mayor Hollingsworth discussed some of the logistical details and 
determined that some administrative guidelines would have to be applied. Chief Awad stated 
that overtime costs for Police personnel would need consideration and confirmed that no exact 
amount had been determined, but some estimates in certain areas were being established. 

Councilmember Wright asked what would happen with the returned weapons to which Chief 
Awad replied that the Police Department would temporarily house them and confirm that none 
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of the returned firearms were stolen. She continued that any weapons that were proven to be 
stolen would be returned to the owners and all others would be destroyed. 

Mayor Hollingsworth inquired about the options available for funding and the process for items 
received that were found to be stolen to which Chief Awad responded that there were a few 
existing funding sources within the City budget in which the cost could possibly be applied and 
the weapons would be determined stolen alone and no further detail would be pursued. City 
Administrator Douglas confirmed that some funds may be moved within the budget or existing 
funds could be reapplied as they would still fall under the same purpose of public safety. 

Council President Haba returned the discussion to the budget considerations stating that his 
understanding was $6K would be allocated for personnel overtime and $15K for the buy-back 
event for a total funding request of $21K. Ms. Douglas interjected that the City would seek legal 
advice about available funding resources to which Councilmember Solomon stated that grant 
opportunities would be investigated as well. 

8.i) FY20 Budget Priority: Home Security Assistance Program 
HCC-233-FY19
Lead Sponsor: Spell
Co-Sponsor(s): N/A

Cover Page 

I move that the Mayor and Council authorize the City Administrator to explore a partnership
with Ring for the purpose of providing a discounted video doorbell camera system to City
residents in an effort to minimize resident out of pocket costs and reduce crime in the 
community.

Councilmember Spell introduced the measure and provided a brief summary stating that it 
would be a public-private partnership that involved a public safety component and cited the 
overall aging of the community and stated that it could be of great benefit. 

Chief Amal Awad provided information on the proposal stating the Ring was a security camera 
company most noted for their video doorbell and is the only company possessing the 
technology that offers a subsidy partnership with public safety. She continued that the company 
required a minimum investment of $10K from the City which is matched by Ring and that Ring
offered a $50 discount and the City offered an additional $50 discount with the purchase of one 
(1) ring device per home. Chief Awad reported that the Police Department had already 
experienced some success in identifying theft and other offenses with the use of the technology 
and the program would provide the opportunity for residents to choose whether they would 
share footage with the City.

Mayor Hollingsworth raised questions about the origin of the initiative and whether the 
purpose was to explore the partnership or allocate funds to the implementation of the proposal. 
City Administrator Douglas addressed the Mayor’s inquiries stating that City staff had been in 
discussions with the Public Safety Citizens’ Advisory Committee (PPSCAC) and researched the 
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program. Councilmember Spell responded that she would prefer to include an amount which 
had yet to be determined. 

Councilmember Lawrence asked if the funds were included in the draft budget to which Chief 
Awad responded that they were not. City Administrator Douglas and Councilmember Solomon 
expressed their full support of the initiative. 

Chief Awad fielded additional questions stating that a subscription fee would not be applied to 
the homeowner unless they opted for higher retention and that residents would also receive the 
door surveillance unit at a discounted price. She speculated that if the entirety of the funds 
allocated to the item were not used, they would likely roll over to the next year but would need 
to research further before confirming. 

Council President Haba inquired as to the feasibility of requiring residents to make footage 
available to the City which garnered responses that expressed concerns about the company’s 
policy and legal ramifications. 

Councilmember Warner expressed support for the program, but stressed that participation 
should be completely voluntary acknowledging privacy concerns and potential legal issues. 

Councilmember Solomon recalled a meeting with the Prince George’s County Municipal 
Association (PGCMA) in which a discussion took place with the Chief Operating Officer of Ring in 
which one of the concerns was streamlining the process of transferring footage from residents 
to the Police Department. 

Chief Awad reiterated that some residents had shared video footage with the Police Department 
voluntarily and explained that data was available that would report which residents had the 
camera and Ring had access to all recordings, but would only view with the explicit consent of 
the homeowner.

8.j) FY20 Budget Priority: Law Enforcement Cultural Training Program
HCC-242-FY19
Lead Sponsor: Spell
Co-Sponsor(s): Croslin, Solomon

Cover Page 

I move that the Major and Council allocate [Amount TBD] in the FY20 budget for the development 
of a customized Public Safety, Law Enforcement Cultural Training Program for the Hyattsville 
Police Department in partnership with the National African American Museum of History and 
Culture in Washington, DC. The customized program will supplement existing cultural 
competency training efforts and reinforce our commitment to the President’s Task Force on 21st 
Century Policing, Training, and Education Pillar.

Councilmember Spell introduced the measure and stated that she was impressed when she 
heard about the idea of getting officers out of the classroom as part of the 21st century policing 
training. She referenced a ten (10) hour cultural training course at the National African American 
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Museum utilized by the District of Columbia Metropolitan Police Department and cited it as a 
positive example. Chief Awad added that it would reinforce the requirement for Police Officers 
through the President’s 21st Century Policing initiative and stated that Hyattsville Police 
Department Personnel were able to attend the program in Washington, DC and relayed that it 
was an extremely beneficial program in which the out-of-classroom environment created a 
noticeable difference that enhanced learning and the experience as a whole. 

Councilmember Warner inquired as to the cost of implementation to which Chief Awad replied 
that research was estimated at $5K and the overtime cost for personnel attendance outside of 
regular working hours would be approximately $12K. Chief Awad detailed that other aspects of 
the program and confirmed that participants would obtain a Maryland Police Correctional 
Training Certification (MPCTC). 

9) Council Dialogue

Councilmember Wright brought attention to a family in the City who were displaced from their 
home and asked residents to assist in any way they were able. 

Council Vice President Ward asked that everyone keep Federal employees in mind during 
the government lapse in funding and subsequent suppression of employment. 

Per the request of Councilmember Lawrence, Councilmember Wright provided some detail 
without providing the identity of the family in need stating that it was a mother and two (2) 
toddlers that were seeking assistance for a temporary term and that their church would fund 
the first several months of housing costs as soon as they were able to obtain housing. 

Councilmember Warner cited election season and encouraged the community members to 
consider running for City Council and to explore ways in which they can be helpful to the City 
and its residents.  

Councilmember Solomon provided comments regarding the Federal shutdown and elaborated 
on the ways in which residents of the City were affected. He expressed support for any effort to 
legislatively assist those suffering from the shutdown through Council. 

10) Community Notices and Meetings

10.a) City Calendar: January 23, 2019 – February 4, 2019
HCC-243-FY19
Lead Sponsor: At the Request of the City Administrator
Co-Sponsor(s): N/A

Cover Page 
Main City Calendar_Jan 23 - Feb 4 2019.docx 

11) Motion to Adjourn

RESULT: APPROVED [UNANIMOUS]
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MOVER: Haba 
SECONDER: Ward
AYES: Hollingsworth, Haba, Ward, Lawrence, Warner, Wright, Solomon, Spell
NAYS: None
ABSENT: Croslin, Suiter

  The meeting adjourned at 11:00 p.m. 


