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Memo
To: Mayor and City Council

From: Jim Chandler, Assistant City Administrator and Director, Community & Economic Development

Kate Powers, City Planner

Date: January 7, 2020

Re: Magruder Pointe Development – Preliminary Plan of Subdivision Presentation

Attachments: PPS-4-18001
SOJ-PPS-4-18001
SOJ-PPS-4-18001_PUE_Exhibit

The purpose of this memorandum is to provide the City Council a summary of the preliminary plan of 
subdivision (PPS) application for the Magruder Pointe property. 

Project Summary 

 The proposed residential subdivision is located in the southeast quadrant of the intersection of 
Hamilton Street and 40th Avenue, north of Gallatin Street and west of 40th Place.

 The subdivision application is limited to the upper lot parcel and includes the subdivision of the 
parcel into 31 lots, for approximately 16 townhouses, 15 single family detached homes, and two 
additional parcels (Parcels A1 & A2).

 The subject site was formerly the vacant Washington Suburban Sanitary Commission (WSSC) 
headquarters building on Hamilton Street.

 The applicant has requested the approval of a variation from Section 24-122(a) to eliminate the 
requirement for a public utility easement along the north side of Gallatin Street. 

Project Details 

The subject property is located in the southeast quadrant of the intersection of Hamilton Street and 40th

Avenue, north of Gallatin Street and west of 40th Place. It resides within the Traditional Residential 
Neighborhood (TRN) Character Area.
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Total gross acreage of the Magruder Pointe property is 8.26 acres and contains an upper site and a lower 
site as divided by Gallatin Street. The upper site is 3.60 acres and zoned R-55. It housed the former WSSC 
headquarters to the north along Hamilton Street. PPS 4-18001 proposes the subdivision of this site into 
31 lots, for approximately 16 townhouses and 15 single family detached homes, and two additional 
parcels (Parcels A1 & A2). With 31 proposed units over 3.60 acres, the calculated density of the site is 8.61 
units/acre. The proposed density was approved per CSP-18002 on 2019-09-19. The site plan also includes 
an alley within the interior of the site, along the rear of the proposed units.

The lower portion of the site is 4.66 acres and has been designated as Outparcel 1. The request to change 
the underlying zone of the lower site from Open Space (O-S) to R-55 (One-Family Detached Residential) 
was approved by the District Council on 2019-06-10.

Variance Request

The applicant is requesting the approval of a Variation from Section 24-122(a) to eliminate the 
requirement for a public utility easement (PUE) along the north side of Gallatin Street. 

Section 24-122(a) of the Subdivision Regulations is related to the provision of public utility easements 
along public rights of way. Regulation language can be found below.

When utility easements are required by a public utility company, the subdivider shall include the 
following statement in the dedication documents: Utility easements are granted pursuant to the 
declaration recorded among the County Land Records in Liber 3703 at Folio 748.

The applicant submitted a request to PEPCO to confirm PUEs are not required along the north side of 
Gallatin Street.

Next Steps

The City Council will hear a presentation from the application on PPS 4-18001 on Tuesday, January 21, 
2020. 

The applicant is scheduled to present to the Hyattsville Planning Committee at 7:30 PM on Tuesday, 
January 28, 2020.

The City Council is scheduled to discuss PPS 4-18001 at its meeting on February 3, 2020.


