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INTERLOCAL COOPERATION CONTRACT

THE STATE OF TEXAS
COUNTY OF TARRANT

This Interlocal Cooperation Contract (this “Contract”) is entered into by and between the 
Contracting Parties shown below pursuant to authority granted in and in compliance with 
the Interlocal Cooperation Act, Chapter 791, Texas Government Code.

I. Contracting Parties:

The Receiving Party: City of Arlington (sometimes “City” or “Receiving Party”), a local 
government of the State of Texas

Jennifer Wichmann
Assistant City Manager
101 W. Abram Street – 3rd Floor 
Email: Jennifer.Wichmann@arlingtontx.gov
Phone: 817-459-6408

Arlington Innovation Zone

Lemuel Randolph
Parks & Recreation Director 
171 W. Main Street
Arlington, Texas 76013
Email: Lemuel.Randolph@arlingtontx.gov
Phone: 817-459-5479

Norma Zuniga
Interim Library Director
101 W. Abram Street – 3rd Floor
Arlington, TX 76010
Email: Norma.Zuniga@arlingtontx.gov
Phone: 817-459-6914

The Performing Party: The University of Texas at Arlington (sometimes “UTA” or 
“University” or “Performing Party”), a State University of Higher 
Education established under the laws of the State of Texas as 
an institution of the University of Texas System:

Contact Persons’ Name, Address and Phone:

PROGRAMMATIC MATTERS:

Michael Zaretsky
Director of Architectural Engineering Program 
Associate Professor
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Department of Civil Engineering
The University of Texas at Arlington
Email: Michael.Zaretsky@uta.edu
Phone: 

Brad Bell
Director, School of Architecture
Associate Professor 
School of Architecture 
The University of Texas at Arlington
Email: bbell@uta.edu
Phone: 817-272-7454

AGREEMENT AND ALL OTHER MATTERS:

Jeremy Forsberg
Assistant Vice President for Research
The University of Texas at Arlington
701 S. Nedderman Dr., 
Box 19145
Arlington, TX 76019-0145
Phone: 817-272-2105
Email: ogcs@uta.edu

II. Statement of Research Services to be Performed

Performing Party will perform such research services (sometimes “Research Services”) as 
are necessary to meet the research goals described briefly below, and enumerated more 
fully in Exhibit A.

Faculty and students from UTA will lead the design and community engagement for the 
learning pods at the East Arlington Library and Recreation Center, and subject to the 
Assignment section below, one or more third parties to provide certain design elements of 
the Research Services. The project will be developed with relevant stakeholders and 
prepared for fabrication and installation by licensed contractors.

III. Basis for Payments and Schedule

Fixed price. See Exhibit B.

IV. Contract Amount

The total amount of this Contract is the fixed sum of thirty thousand dollars ($30,000)
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V. Payment of Services

Billing invoices shall be sent to Receiving Party care of the email addresses in Section I.  
Receiving Party will remit payments to Performing Party for Research Services in 
accordance with the fixed price payment schedule in Exhibit B.   Payments made under this 
Contract will (1) fairly compensate Performing Party for the services performed under this 
contract, and (2) be made from current revenues available to Receiving Party.  City agrees 
that the fixed price listed in Exhibit B is fair compensation for University Research Services.

VI. Warranties

Performing Party warrants that (1) it has authority to perform the Research Services under 
authority granted in Section 65.31, Texas Education Code and Chapter 791, Texas 
Government Code; (2) it has all necessary power and has received all necessary approvals 
to execute and deliver this Contract; and (3) the representative signing this Contract on its 
behalf is authorized by its governing body to sign this Contract.

Receiving Party warrants that (1) the Research Services are necessary and authorized for 
activities that are properly within its statutory functions and programs; (2) it has the authority 
to contract for the Research Services under Chapter 791, Texas Government Code; (3) it 
has all necessary power and has received all necessary approvals to execute and deliver 
this Contract; and (4) the representative signing this Contract on its behalf is authorized by 
its governing body to sign this Contract.

VII. Term of the Agreement

This Agreement is effective as of January 21, 2020 (“Effective Date”) and shall terminate on 
May 15, 2020.

VIII. Termination

This Contract may be canceled or terminated at any time by the City or UTA with or without 
cause by providing the other thirty (30) days written notice of such termination. Upon receipt of 
such notice, all work and labor being performed shall immediately cease, pending final 
cancellation at the end of such thirty (30) day period. UTA shall be compensated in accordance 
with the terms of this Contract for all work accomplished prior to the receipt of notice of such 
termination, and for such other Services (if any) provided during the notice period reasonably 
necessary to terminate this Contract, and any noncancellable expenses for Research Services 
accrued prior to termination, including all reasonable expenses incurred or committed to be 
expended as of the effective termination date. UTA shall invoice the City for all such items 
within sixty (60) days of the termination notice. 

All notices, communications and reports required or permitted under this Contract shall be 
personally delivered or mailed to the respective parties by depositing same in the United 
States mail, postage prepaid, at the addresses shown below, unless and until either party is 
otherwise notified in writing by the other party, at the following addresses. Mailed notices 
shall be deemed communicated as of actual receipt.
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If intended for City, to:

Jennifer Wichmann
Assistant City Manager
101 W. Abram Street – 3rd Floor 
Email: Jennifer.Wichmann@arlingtontx.gov
Phone: 817-459-6408

Lemuel Randolph
Parks & Recreation Director 
171 W. Main Street
Arlington, Texas 76013
Email: Lemuel.Randolph@arlingtontx.gov
Phone: 817-459-5479

Norma Zuniga
Interim Library Director
101 W. Abram Street – 3rd Floor
Arlington, TX 76010
Email: Norma.Zuniga@arlingtontx.gov
Phone: 817-459-6914

If intended for UTA, to:

PROGRAMMATIC MATTERS:

Michael Zaretsky
Director of Architectural Engineering Program 
Associate Professor
Department of Civil Engineering
The University of Texas at Arlington
Email: Michael.Zaretsky@uta.edu
Phone: 

Brad Bell
Director, School of Architecture
Associate Professor 
School of Architecture 
The University of Texas at Arlington
Email: bbell@uta.edu
Phone: 817-272-7454

AGREEMENT AND ALL OTHER MATTERS:

Jeremy Forsberg
Assistant Vice President for Research
The University of Texas at Arlington
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701 S. Nedderman Dr., 
Box 19145
Arlington, TX 76019-0145
Phone: 817-272-2105
Email: ogcs@uta.edu

IX. Ownership of Deliverables

To clarify use and ownership of and rights in work product and deliverables from the 
Research Services, City and UTA anticipate that the results of Research Services will 
include protectable intellectual property, copyright, designs, inventions or discoveries (“IP”). 
If there is IP directly resulting from the Research Services then University has an intellectual 
property policy to (i) follow applicable US patent and other law including copyright law, as to 
ownership in intellectual property of all types (including, but not limited to, any design, 
copyright, invention, discovery, trade secret, technology, scientific or technological 
development, and computer software), including that solely invented IP belongs to the sole 
inventor; and jointly invented IP belongs to both, and (ii) may offer the City the right and 
option to practice University’s interests in IP (if any) directly resulting from Research 
Services.  If University offers the City the right and option to practice University’s interests 
in IP (if any) outside the scope of this Contract, such right and option shall be set out in a 
separate agreement between the parties.

Each Party recognizes that under University’s academic policy, the results of any 
research project must be publishable. Accordingly, University and City agree that the 
individuals engaged in the Research Services or the Contract on behalf of their respective 
Party, shall be permitted to present at symposia, national and international, or regional 
professional meetings, and to publish in journals, theses or dissertations, or otherwise of 
their own choosing, methods and results of the Research Services or the Contract, as per 
usual and customary academic custom. Under University policy, University investigators 
such as its designated faculty for a project own copyright in their scholarly works.

City and University agree that Research Services and Contract deliverables (other than IP, 
University intellectual property and UTA faculty copyrights in scholarly works) delivered to 
City by University in connection with this Agreement are hereby assigned to City, to use in 
any manner City sees fit. UTA shall have no liability for changes made to any materials or 
other documents by others subsequent to the completion of the Research Services or the 
Contract. City grants to the University a perpetual, non-exclusive, worldwide, royalty-free, 
fully paid up license to use, copy, modify, and create derivative works of the statement of 
work for the Research Services or the Contract, the results of the Research Services or the 
Contract, and any reports, publications or other materials or work product (excluding 
scholarly works, which copyright is owned by the University principal investigators, and 
excluding IP, which rights are owned by UTA with the City’s rights are described and limited 
herein) created or developed-with funding from City, for the University's educational and 
research purposes and missions, and any other lawful purpose. University retains all its 
other rights as per usual and customary academic practice, including, subject to the rights 
of the City herein to use selected deliverables as City sees fit, University commercialization 
of IP and University intellectual property (if any).
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X. OTHER PROVISIONS:

a. Insurance

UTA is an agency of the State of Texas and as such does not purchase certain 
insurance policies. Employees of UTA are provided worker’s compensation insurance 
coverage under a self-insured, self-managed program as authorized by the Texas Labor 
Code, Chapter 503. UTA purchases automobile liability insurance for all UTA owned, hired, 
and non-owned vehicles with limits of $250,000 per person and $500,000 per accident for 
bodily injury and $100,000 for property damage. These damage limits are set by the Texas 
Tort Claims Act (the “Act”), Chapter 101 of the Texas Civil Practice and Remedies Code. 
UTA does not purchase general liability or employer’s liability insurance for its general
operations. However, the Act does provide a limited waiver of the State’s sovereign 
immunity. The Act may provide a remedy for claimants who make tort claims that fall under 
its provisions. These claims fall into two general categories: (i) injuries arising out of use of 
publicly owned motor vehicles and motor-driven equipment and (ii) injuries arising out of 
conditions or use of property. UTA’s liability is limited under the Act. Liability in cases of 
personal injuries or death is limited to a maximum amount of $250,000 per person and 
$500,000 for each single occurrence. The maximum amount of liability for injury to or 
destruction of property is $100,000 for each single occurrence.

b. Venue; Governing Law. 

Tarrant County, Texas shall be the proper place of venue for suit on or in respect of 
this Contract. This Contract and all of the rights and obligations of the parties hereto and all 
of the terms and conditions hereof shall be construed, interpreted and applied in accordance 
with and governed by and enforced under the laws of the State of Texas.

c. Entire Agreement; Modifications.

This Contract supersedes all prior agreements, written or oral, between City and UTA 
and shall constitute the entire agreement and understanding between the parties with 
respect to the subject matter hereof. This Contract and each of its provisions shall be binding 
upon the parties and may not be waived, modified, amended or altered except by a writing 
signed by UTA and City.

d. Loss of Funding. 

Performance by a Contracting Party of its duties and obligations under this Contract 
may be dependent upon the appropriation and allotment of funds by the Texas State 
Legislature (the “Legislature”) and/or allocation of funds by that Contracting Party’s 
governing board. If the Legislature fails to appropriate or allot the necessary funds to a 
Contracting Party, or a Contracting Party’s governing board fails to allocate the necessary 
funds, then the Contracting Party that loses funding may terminate this Contract without 
further duty or obligation under this Contract.
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e. Assignment. 

This Contract is not transferable or assignable except upon written approval by UTA 
and Receiving Party.

f. Subcontractors
UTA has or will have commitments from one or more third parties such as vendors 

and contractors or consultants, or subcontractors, to assist UTA to accomplish the Research 
Services, all of which will be disclosed to City as part of Research Services, and UTA may 
use or contract with these third parties under UTA direction and at UTA’s sole and 
reasonably exercised discretion. 

g. Severability. 

      If any one or more of the provisions contained in this Contract shall for any reason be 
held to be invalid, illegal, or unenforceable in any respect, such invalidity, illegality or 
unenforceability shall not affect any other provision thereof, and this Contract shall be 
construed as if such invalid, illegal, or unenforceable provision had never been contained 
therein.

Executed effective as of the Effective Date by the following duly authorized representatives 
of the Contracting Parties:

Receiving Party Performing Party
City of Arlington The University of Texas at Arlington

By: ____________________ By: ___________________

Name: Jennifer Wichmann Name: James P. Grover, Ph.D.

Title: Assistant City Manager Title: Interim Vice President for 
Research

Date: _______________ Date: _______________

ATTEST:

Alex Busken, City Secretary

APPROVED AS TO FORM:
TERIS SOLIS, City Attorney

BY:
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Scope of Research 

Project description:
Faculty and students from The University of Texas at Arlington (“UTA”) will lead the design 
and community engagement for the outdoor pods at the East Arlington Library and 
Recreation Center Innovation Zone. The project will be developed with relevant 
stakeholders and prepared for fabrication and installation by licensed contractors.

Dates: January 21 – May 15, 2020

Participants: 

UTA Design Studio (“Studio”) –
 Faculty: 

o Brad Bell, Director of the School of Architecture, College of Architecture 
Planning and Public Affairs, UTA

o Michael Zaretsky, AIA, Director of Architectural Engineering, Department of 
Civil Engineering, College of Engineering, UTA

 Students: Graduate Students in architecture 

City of Arlington Contacts –
 Jennifer Wichmann, Assistant City Manager, Jennifer.Wichmann@arlingtontx.gov
 Lemuel Randolph, Parks & Recreation Director, Lemuel.Randolph@arlingtontx.gov
 Norma Zuniga, Interim Director of Libraries, Norma.Zuniga@arlingtontx.gov
 Alexa Aragonez, Sr. Management Analyst, Alexa.Aragonez@arlingtontxgov

Community Stakeholders –
 Staff at the East Arlington Library and Recreation Center
 Residents and community groups in the East Arlington area 
 Users and patrons of the East Arlington Library and Recreation Center 
 Arlington Independent School District (“AISD”) area schools and students

Project Scope:

Design for Outdoor Pods – The final deliverable to the semester will be engineered-
sealed design plans for both the foundation and the structures of the outdoor pods to 
be installed no later than the grand opening date of October 15, 2020 at the East 
Arlington Library and Recreation Center Innovation Zone. The Studio will collaborate 
with fabricator to develop replicable design for learning pods. 

Community Engagement – Studio will hold at minimum one (1) and up to three (3) 
interactive events where community stakeholders, which are to be identified by both the 
City of Arlington and student research, are invited to participate in engagement events 
that address the design of the learning pods. Stakeholders will include, but are not 
limited to, the City of Arlington, the East Arlington Library and Recreation Center Staff, 
local residents, area community organizations, and AISD schools near the Innovation 
Zone.
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Prototyping - The studio will build partial and full-scale prototype components to test 
design ideas for the learning pods. These will be shared with the stakeholders and 
input from stakeholders will be integrated into design process.

Communications and Milestones:

Project Schedule – Once finalized, the project schedule as set by the curriculum will 
be communicated to City of Arlington staff. The City of Arlington will be kept up to date 
with any changes in the delivery timeline.

Community Engagement – The City of Arlington will be notified of any community 
engagement events, their scope, and the outcomes of each event. At minimum one (1) 
and up to three (3) community engagement events are to be held for the duration of 
this project. Studio is to make a full-faith effort to engage a representative sample of the 
East Arlington population and target market.

Payments: Payments shall be made in accordance with Exhibit B.
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PAYMENT TERMS

UTA will bill City for Research Services in the fixed amount of thirty thousand dollars 
($30,000).

Billing invoices are required and shall be sent in University’s standard format, to Receiving 
Party care of the email addresses in Section I UNLESS stated differently here: 

Receiving Party agrees to pay the fixed price of $30,000 to be paid in the following 
installments: 50% delivered upon Agreement execution, a balance of $7,500 mid-semester 
(scheduled to be delivered on or before March 15, 2020) and the remaining balance of 
$7,500 upon delivery of engineered-sealed design plans for both the foundation and the 
structures of the outdoor pods (scheduled to be delivered on or before May 15, 2020).

Within thirty (30) days of receipt of each invoice, Receiving Party shall make payments in 
the amount shown by UTA’s invoice. Checks must be made payable to The University of 
Texas at Arlington. The payments shall be submitted to: The University of Texas at Arlington, 
219 West Main Street, Box 19136, Arlington, TX 76019-0136 (Attn: Grant and Contract 
Accounting).


