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Present: Candace Hollingsworth, Mayor
Kevin Ward, W1 (Council VP)
Bart Lawrence, W1
Robert Croslin, W2
Shani Warner, W2
Carrianna Suiter, W3
Thomas Wright, W3
Paula Perry, W4
Joseph A Solomon, W5
Erica Spell, W5

Absent: Edouard Haba, W4 (Council President)

Also present were the following City staff members:
Tracey E. Nicholson, City Administrator
Jim Chandler, Assistant City Administrator
Vivian Snellman, Director of Human Resources
Ron Brooks, City Treasurer
Chief Amal Awad, City of Hyattsville Police Department
Laura Reams, City Clerk
Lillie Littleford, Assistant City Clerk
Katie Gerbes, City Planner
Hal Metzler, Department of Public Works Project Manager

1) Call to Order and Council Roll Call

Mayor Candace Hollingsworth called the meeting to order at 8:00 p.m.

2) Pledge of Allegiance to the Flag

3) Approval of Agenda

Mayor Hollingsworth cited an amendment to the agenda: 

1) ADD City Administrator Update to the Presentation Agenda

RESULT: APPROVED, AS AMENDED [UNANIMOUS]
MOVER: Ward
SECONDER: Perry
AYES: Hollingsworth, Ward, Lawrence, Croslin, Warner, Suiter, Wright, Perry, Solomon, Spell 
NAYS: None
ABSENT: Haba

  
4) Public Comment (8:10 p.m. – 8:20 p.m.) Limit 2 minutes per speaker

Ward 1 resident, Rumi Matsuyama, addressed the Mayor and Council in support of the trolley trail
extension. Ms. Matsuyama noted other organizations in which she participates and stated the positive
impact on business from the extension of the trail.
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Ward 3 resident, Emily Palus, addressed the Mayor and Council regarding the Transportation Study. She 
stated that only one recommendation had been made that concerned the northern part of the City;
connecting Calverton Drive to Dean Drive. Ms. Palus expressed concern connecting the roads and 
intersecting through a residential area. She stated that she didn’t believe the item to be a critical 
transportation issue and preferred to see Calverton Drive remain a dead end. 

Ward 1 resident, Ken Carter, addressed the Mayor and Council in support of extending the trolley trail. Mr. 
Carter cited the dangers at the intersection of Armentrout Drive. As the proprietor of Maryland Meadworks, 
Mr. Carter offered assistance in any way possible to ease the progression of the project. 

Ward 3 resident, Nina Faye, addressed the Mayor and Council in opposition of the proposed Residential 
Parking Ordinance. Ms. Faye expressed concern for various repercussions of the ordinance and the overall 
inconvenience. 

Ward 1 resident, Sam Denes, addressed the Mayor and Council in support of extending the trolley trail. Mr. 
Denes expressed his satisfaction with the City but explained that the break in the trolley trail was one 
detriment. He stated, as a daily bicycle commuter, the extension was important, and he requested that the 
public have a chance to view the plan if approved. 

Ward 3 resident, Emily Palus, addressed the Mayor and Council regarding the upcoming HY-Swap event and 
encouraged families to participate by donating or recycling baby clothes and accessories. Ms. Palus detailed 
Hy-Swap and summarized its schedule and purpose. 

Ward 2 resident, James Heilig, addressed the Mayor and Council in support of extending the trolley trail. 
Mr. Heilig expressed concern about the safety of the area adjacent to Armentrout Drive but was in favor of 
the project. 

Ward 1 resident, Dana Nou, addressed the Mayor and Council in support of extending the trolley trail and 
improving the safety at the Armentrout intersection. Mr. Nou stated that an extension would be less of a 
dissuasion to travel between Hyattsville and all neighboring areas. 

Ward 3 resident, Alison Mendoza-Walters addressed the Mayor and Council in support of extending the 
trolley trail. Ms. Mendoza-Walters urged Council to engage with county and state officials to ease progress 
toward completion. 

5) Presentations (8:20 p.m. - 9:05 p.m.)

5.a) City Administrator Update (5 minutes)
Lead Sponsor: At the Request of the City Administrator
Co-Sponsor(s): N/A

City Administrator Tracey E. Nicholson provided updates regarding the Creative Minds Program, Clean and 
Safe Team, the Teen Center Grant, and the Police Chief Hiring Process. 

City Administrator Nicholson provided a brief update regarding the Creative Minds Program stating that 
its start had been delayed allowing time to acquire additional staff. Ms. Nicholson stated that the City had 
applied for a $450K grant to be used to purchase the building that would be used as the new Teen Center 
and work was still ongoing. She cited the approval of the Clean and Safe Team Pilot Program and stated 
that staff had been hired and there was collaboration with Employ Prince George’s which helps transition 
individuals to new employment. She stated that the Pilot Program should begin in early 2019. 
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City Administrator Nicholson stated that the design phase of the new Department of Public Works (DPW) 
building was 90% complete with construction beginning in November 2019 and that the 3505 Hamilton 
Street repurposing project intended for the new Hyattsville Police Headquarters design phase was 70% 
complete. Ms. Nicholson noted a grant received that allowed for the hiring of specific administrative 
positions within the Police Department as well as funding for overtime and support for neighboring law 
enforcement departments that resulted in lower crime incidents. 

Acting Police Chief, Amal Awad, introduced newly hired private, Brian Padgett, and provided background 
and work history. Private Padgett addressed the Council to thank them for the opportunity and stated 
his commitment to the City. 

5.b) FY17 Audit Update (5 minutes)
HCC-86-FY19
Lead Sponsor: At the Request of the City Administrator
Co-Sponsor(s): N/A

Cover Page 
City Administrator Update

City Treasurer, Ron Brooks, provided the Mayor and Council with updates regarding ongoing audits 
stating that there were multiple issues identified in the FY16 audit that had been resolved or were very 
near resolution. He stated that the audits of FY17 and FY18 would soon commence. 

Ward 3 Councilmember Thomas Wright offered his congratulations and expressed his appreciation for the 
efforts of Treasurer Brooks and asked if the City was still on schedule to complete the FY17 audit in 2019 to 
which Mr. Brooks stated that he was confident. 

5.c) Hyattsville Transportation Study (25 minutes)
HCC-67-FY19
Lead Sponsor: At the Request of the City Administrator
Co-Sponsor(s): N/A

Cover Page 
Final Draft Memo.docx 
Draft Final Report HVL Clean_revised 092018.pdf 
Appendix A: Hyattsville Transportation Study - Existing Conditions Memo 
Appendix B: 2037 AM_Build 
Appendix B: 2037 AM_No Build 
Appendix B: 2037 PM_Build 
Appendix B: 2037 PM_No Build 
Appendix C: Wayfinding Submittal 
Appendix D: Hyattsville TS Planning Level Cost Estimate 
2018-09-26_Final Report Presentation to City Council.pdf 

City Planner Katie Gerbes introduced the Hyattsville Transportation Study and provided a brief background 
and summary of its contents stating that the plan would be addressed again at a Council meeting in 
November. She then introduced R.J. Eldridge, Chief Operating Officer of Toole Design who began the 
detailed presentation of the Transportation Plan. 

Mr. Eldridge recalled that the previous presentation was on the existing conditions and initial 
recommendations and stated that it was his intention to provide a high-level overview, discuss project 
goals, future needs, vision, and the planning process. He noted that the written report would contain more
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information in greater detail and further explained recommendations, data analysis, and next steps of the 
planning and implementation process. 

Councilmember Wright expressed his appreciation to Mr. Eldridge and City staff for the in-depth 
assessment and noted that the presentation combined several previous reports and showcased them in an 
understandable way. He inquired as to whether modifications could be made to the items presented in the 
report to which Ms. Gerbes replied that all items were subject to adjustment. When asked about time 
frames for the phases of the project City Planner Gerbes responded that with the plan still in its infancy, 
aspects of the project have been preliminarily deemed long-term or short-term goals. She stated that the 
plan identified issues that would be discussed further and input from residents would be a significant factor 
in the decision-making process. 

Councilmember Wright asked for insight regarding the method in which comments could be considered in 
the plan while simultaneously being added to the public record. Ms. Gerbes responded that she was not 
aware of the exact process but that any amendments to the plan could be finalized during a City Council 
meeting. 

Ward 3 Councilmember Carrianna Suiter addressed Toole Design COO, R.J. Eldridge with questions about 
the way in which adjustments to Bicycle Boulevard would make the path safer for cyclists. Mr. Eldridge 
responded that the focus would be on key crossings and intersections and signage that indicated bicycle 
traffic could be considered. He suggested making crossings at Queens Chapel Road safer and more 
comfortable and recognized that some areas may require traffic calming devices. 

Councilmember Suiter expressed concern, specifically for traffic on Nicholson Street, due to the 
compromised width of the roadway and parking congestion. She inquired as to how the trail would be 
affected if the County were to go forward with a proposed traffic signal at the intersection. Mr. Eldridge 
replied that, should the signal be installed, it should be designed with cyclists in mind and possibly some 
physical separations at the intersections for added precaution. He stated that detail to that extent is not 
necessarily considered at that stage of the planning process. 

Ward 5 Councilmember Erica Spell expressed her appreciation for the study and inquired about the ways 
in which the City would collaborate with the County to improve the process. Project Manager Hal Metzler 
responded that the City regularly made efforts to reach out to partners from the County and some 
recommendations made to the County were already in effect. Mr. Metzler elaborated on how the 
recommendations facilitate conversations with the County and State. 

Ward 1 Councilmember Bart Lawrence stated that when viewing the Bike Boulevards, he noticed that 
Oglethorpe street’s outlets are to arterial roads with heavy traffic and a segment of the path is one-way 
which would not allow cyclists to legally return after passing that point. He also cited other areas in need 
of connectivity. Mr. Eldridge acknowledged the Councilmember’s comments and stated that there were 
alternatives that could be implemented to resolve the issues. He stated that the areas would be investigated 
further and that they would return with recommendations. 

Mayor Hollingsworth asked whether the planning items listed in the presentation were based on any 
contingency with the implementation or completion of the others. Mr. Eldridge responded that the 
contingencies still needed to be determined. 

Ward 5 Councilmember Joseph Solomon asked Assistant City Administrator Jim Chandler if the parking 
recommendations are consistent with the ordinance to which Mr. Chandler responded that the parking 
ordinance is the way in which the rules are amended to be more clear and concise and the 
recommendations would not be inconsistent with what was being considered. 
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5.d) Rhode Island Avenue Trolley Trail Extension Update (15 minutes)
HCC-78-FY19
Lead Sponsor: At the Request of the City Administrator
Co-Sponsor(s): N/A

Cover Page 
Memo_-_Rhode_Island_Avenue_Trolley_Trail.doc 
Rhode Island Trolley Trail Presentation.pdf 

Assistant City Administrator Jim Chandler introduced representatives from the Maryland Department of 
Transportation (MDOT) to present the recommendations for the Rhode Island Avenue Trolley Trail 
Extension. Mr. Chandler stated that the MDOT representatives would be available for further discussion 
and questions at future Committee and Council meetings. 

The MDOT representatives gave a presentation that provided an overview of the purpose, parameters, 
schedule, design, and public outreach that would be involved with the project. The project manager 
explained that the extension of the trail will provide connectivity both in the City and to neighboring areas. 
He noted milestones achieved and showcased the schedule of the project which targeted construction to 
begin in Spring of 2020. Council were given a summary of the existing conditions of the pertinent areas 
followed by proposed additions and adjustments to the infrastructure and its effects on pedestrian and 
vehicular traffic. The presentation closed with the announcement of future discussion dates. 

Councilmember Lawrence requested clarification about the adjustments to Armentrout Drive and 43rd

Avenue to which the representatives explained the changes to the roadways and how they would be 
beneficial to safety and the easing of traffic.

Councilmember Suiter raised a question concerning the restriction that would be applied to turning on 42nd

Place to which the representatives replied that the only restriction would be turning left from 43rd Street 
onto 42nd Place. Assistant City Administrator Chandler added that the connecting road no longer exists and 
only allows for U-turns. 

6) Consent Items (9:05 p.m. - 9:10 p.m.)

6.a) FY19 Budget Appropriation - MPCTC Grant: Emergency Response Team (ERT) Training Conference
HCC-79-FY19
Lead Sponsor: At the Request of the City Administrator
Co-Sponsor(s): N/A

Cover Page 

I move that the Mayor and Council accept and appropriate into the FY19 budget a grant award from the 
Maryland Police and Correctional Training Commissions in the amount of $1,500 for an Emergency 
Response Team Training Conference.

6.b) Proclamation: Breast Cancer Awareness Month
HCC-81-FY19
Lead Sponsor: At the Request of the City Administrator
Co-Sponsor(s): N/A

Cover Page 
Breast Cancer Awareness Month Proclamation 2018.docx 

I move that the Mayor and Council recognize October 2018 as Breast Cancer Awareness Month in the City 
of Hyattsville.
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6.c) Proclamation: Domestic Violence Awareness Month 
HCC-82-FY19
Lead Sponsor: At the Request of the City Administrator
Co-Sponsor(s): N/A

Cover Page 
Domestic Violence Awareness Month Proclamation 2018.docx 

I move that the Mayor and Council recognize October 2018 as Domestic Violence Awareness Month in the 
City of Hyattsville.

6.d) Proclamation: National Disability Employment Awareness Month
HCC-83-FY19
Lead Sponsor: At the Request of the City Administrator
Co-Sponsor(s): N/A

Cover Page 
Disability Employment Awareness Month 2018.docx 

I move that the Mayor and Council recognize October 2018 as National Disability Employment Awareness 
Month in the City of Hyattsville.

6.e) Proclamation: Energy Efficiency Day
HCC-84-FY19
Lead Sponsor: At the Request of the City Administrator
Co-Sponsor(s): N/A

Cover Page 
Energy Efficiency Day 2018.docx 

I move that the Mayor and Council proclaim October 5, 2018 to be Energy Efficiency Day in the City of 
Hyattsville.

6.f) Sonny Frazier Toy Drive
HCC-85-FY19
Lead Sponsor: At the Request of the City Administrator
Co-Sponsor(s): N/A

Cover Page 

I move that the Mayor & Council authorize a donation to the Sonny Frazier Toy Drive which benefits children 
and youth of Hyattsville. The donation will have two parts: (1) The City will donate $500 directly to the 
Sonny Frazier Toy Drive, and (2) the City will provide a matching grant dollar for dollar for funds raised at 
the 8th annual Hyattsville Heroes Bowl, to a maximum of $1,000.  The Heroes Bowl is scheduled for October 
27, 2018 at Magruder Park at 3:00 p.m. 

RESULT: APPROVED [UNANIMOUS]
MOVER: Ward
SECONDER: Perry
AYES: Hollingsworth, Ward, Lawrence, Croslin, Warner, Suiter, Wright, Perry, Solomon, Spell 
NAYS: None
ABSENT: Haba
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7) Action Items (9:10 p.m. - 9:20 p.m.)

7.a) Hyattsville Ordinance 2018-05, Amendment to Chapter 114, Article IV: Residential Parking Zones 
(5 minutes)
HCC-87-FY19
Lead Sponsor: At the Request of the City Administrator
Co-Sponsor(s): N/A

Cover Page 
Ordinance 2018-05 Residential Parking (Ch. 114) FINAL.docx 
MM Re Ordinance 2018 Residential Parking (Ch. 114) 5-7-2018 Comments.pdf 

I move that the Mayor and Council introduce Hyattsville Ordinance 2018-05, an Ordinance whereby the 
City of Hyattsville amends Chapter 114 to refine the City’s residential parking permit system (FIRST 
READING).

Councilmember Wright sought clarity regarding whether there was a provision for parking at some of the 
City parks and wanted to ensure that all aspects of the project had been thoroughly addressed

Assistant City Administrator Jim Chandler stated that when the Residential Parking Zone (RPZ) was created 
it was in response to the needs of a day care center that had since been removed. He stated that an 
unnecessary curb still existed on the site and that the City Administrator was permitted a great deal of 
latitude which would allow for the removal of the curb, removing the RPZ and making it available to the 
public. Mr. Chandler then noted that there were variances in regulations depending on the site. He 
explained that a section of Gallatin Street was an RPZ but contained signage that allowed for certain 
businesses and customers to park in designated sections. 

Councilmember Wright reiterated his initial concern inquiring as to whether any provisions for parking 
existed to which Mr. Chandler replied that they did, in fact, exist but that they were subject to exceptions 
determined by the City Administrator that would require documentation. 

Ward 2 Councilmember Robert Croslin stated that the item entailed very extensive detail and requested 
that a summarized version become available to which Mr. Chandler responded that one would be created
in the coming weeks. City Administrator Tracey E. Nicholson confirmed that the work had already started 
on the development of the summary and administrative policy. 

Ward 2 Councilmember Shani Warner inquired as to whether an RPZ could be removed and cited areas 
that would better benefit the City if they were relieved of the restrictions. Assistant City Administrator 
Chandler stated that there was a withdrawal process, but that it was the preference of the owner that the 
parking regulations remained. Councilmember Warner acknowledged the likelihood of opposition to the 
measure, but stated she was content in voting in favor due to feedback from residents and Committees of 
the City. 

Mayor Hollingsworth expressed her appreciation to the ad hoc Parking Committee for their efforts and 
commitment. 

RESULT: APPROVED [8 – 2]
MOVER: Ward
SECONDER: Lawrence
AYES: Hollingsworth, Ward, Lawrence, Croslin, Warner, Suiter, Wright, Spell 
NAYS: Perry, Solomon
ABSENT: Haba
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7.b) FY19 Capital Budget Amendment: 3505 Hamilton Street (5 minutes)
HCC-76-FY19
Lead Sponsor: At the Request of the City Administrator
Co-Sponsor(s): N/A

Cover Page 

I move that the Mayor and Council amend the FY2019 Capital Budget and appropriate $8,289,000 for 
construction costs, contingency's, permits, fees, storage containers, mural storage and other costs directly 
attributed to renovation of the 3505 Hamilton Street facility.  

RESULT: APPROVED [UNANIMOUS]
MOVER: Ward
SECONDER: Solomon
AYES: Hollingsworth, Ward, Lawrence, Croslin, Warner, Suiter, Wright, Perry, Solomon, Spell 
NAYS: None
ABSENT: Haba

  
8) Discussion Items (9:20 p.m. - 9:35 p.m.)

8.a) Hyattsville Armory Apartments PPS (15 minutes)
HCC-51-FY19
Lead Sponsor: At the Request of the City Administrator
Co-Sponsor(s): N/A

Cover Page 
Armory Apartments PPS Discussion Memo.docx 
Hyattsville-UIP-Elevations-180717 (1).pdf 
PPS_4-17008_DevelopmentExhibit.pdf 
Planning Committee Minutes- 07.17.18.docx 

City Planner Katie Gerbes addressed the Mayor and Council stating that the discussion item would pertain 
to the preliminary plan of subdivision for the proposed Armory Apartments intended for the 5300 block of 
Baltimore Avenue. Ms. Gerbes relayed that the plan consists of a five-to-six story building with 32K square 
feet of retail space and 284 rental apartments. She stated that the lease adjacent lot 5 would be taken up 
by the complex developer, Urban Investment Partners (UIP), and the City would receive 102 public parking 
spaces in exchange. City Planner Gerbes summarized changes to the parking access points and roadway 
construction that would take place. 

Assistant City Administrator Jim Chandler provided details of the plan that pertained to bicyclists and 
pedestrians citing the opportunity for signage for paths and the Trolley Trail. He presented logistics and 
requirements relating to Jefferson Street and how nearby structures would be affected.  

Councilmember Wright sought clarity about the purpose of a subdivision plan to which Mr. Chandler 
explained that its primary function was to combine areas or to divide a single area. Councilmember Wright 
asked whether a Detailed Site Plan (DSP) was required for the project to which Mr. Chandler clarified that 
the zoning plan for the Gateway Arts District was unique in that it commanded much more specification 
relative to other County plans and Mr. Chandler averred that he had never seen all of the specifications met 
and that waiving a DSP is common. Ms. Gerbes added that response and clarity from Park and Planning had 
been challenging and that there were many comments within the report that were irrelevant at this stage 
of the process. She stated that the architectural component of the plan would normally be introduced in 
the DSP. She continued that considering the omission of the DSP, the developers stated that they would be 
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engaging with the public and City staff to address comments, questions, and concerns throughout the 
project. 

Councilmember Wright asked how the structure and façade of the parking area would look to which 
Assistant City Administrator Chandler responded that the parties involved were in frequent discussion 
regarding the aesthetics and placement of the structure and that the cosmetic aspect of the building was 
definitely taken into consideration. 

Councilmember Solomon inquired as to the details of what exactly was being requested to which Mr. 
Chandler responded that it would be a request to approve specific conditions and a discussion would take 
place in order to schedule adoption. Councilmember Solomon asked whether affordable housing was 
discussed and what types of conditions or considerations would be required of the City. City Planner Gerbes 
replied that discussions took place with the Planning Committee and stated that Prince George’s County 
did not mandate affordable housing limiting the capabilities of City staff. 

Mayor Hollinsworth requested that staff send correspondence to those who were accounting for Prince 
George’s Public Schools to explicitly note how many two bedroom units were recorded and include an 
expected timeline for development. 

9) Council Dialogue (9:35 p.m. - 9:45 p.m.)

10) Community Notices and Meetings

10.a) City Calendar: October 2 – October 15, 2018
HCC-88-FY19
Lead Sponsor: At the Request of the City Administrator
Co-Sponsor(s): N/A

Cover Page 
Main City Calendar_Oct 2 - Oct 15 2018.docx 

11) Motion to Adjourn

RESULT: APPROVED [UNANIMOUS]
MOVER: Croslin
SECONDER: Perry
AYES: Hollingsworth, Ward, Lawrence, Croslin, Warner, Suiter, Wright, Perry, Solomon, Spell 
NAYS: None
ABSENT: Haba

The meeting adjourned at 10:06 p.m. 


