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Present: Candace Hollingsworth, Mayor
Edouard Haba, W4 (Council Pres.) 
Kevin Ward, W1 (Council VP) (arrived at 8:20 p.m.)
Bart Lawrence, W1
Robert Croslin, W2
Shani Warner, W2
Thomas Wright, W3
Carrianna Suiter, W3 
Erica Spell, W5
Joseph A Solomon, W5 

Also present were the following City staff members:
Tracey E. Douglas, City Administrator
Jim Chandler, Assistant City Administrator, Dir. Community and Economic Development
Ron Brooks, City Treasurer
Amal E. Awad, Chief of Police
Vivian Snellman, Director of Human Resources
Laura Reams, City Clerk
Lesley Riddle, Director of Public Works
Hal Metzler, Project Manager

1) Call to Order and Council Roll Call

The meeting was called to order at 8:00 p.m. 

2) Pledge of Allegiance to the Flag

Mayor Candace Hollingsworth requested a moment of silence for the passing of retired Hyattsville Police 
Chief Robert Perry who served the City from 1979 – 1999. 

3) Approval of Agenda

RESULT: APPROVED [UNANIMOUS]
MOVER: Haba
SECONDER: Solomon
AYES: Hollingsworth, Haba, Lawrence, Croslin, Warner, Suiter, Wright, Solomon, Spell
ABSENT: Ward

4) Public Comment (8:00 p.m. – 8:10 p.m.) Limit 2 minutes per speaker

Ward 2 resident, Aidan Adams, addressed the Mayor and Council requesting consideration for building a 
new middle school in the city. He explained that the school he currently attends, Hyattsville Middle School, 
is in dire need of repairs and cited specific areas that should be improved. He expressed his support for the 
construction of a new school in Magruder Park. 

Ward 2 resident and President of the Hyattsville Middle School Parent Teacher Student Organization 
(PTSO), Justine Christiansen, addressed the Mayor and Council regarding concerns with the current state of 
Hyattsville Middle School. She stated that the school is a health hazard and cited several deficiencies. She 
explained demographics and categorizations of the school and detailed difficulties if the students were 
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temporarily relocated. Ms. Christensen closed by asking that the City Officials collaborate with Prince 
George’s County to develop adequate learning facilities. 

District 3 Board of Education Representative, Pamela Boozer Strother, thanked the Mayor and Council on 
behalf of the Board of Education for the collaborative efforts and transparency when making decisions 
regarding the progression of the city. She went on to thank the Task Force for their hard work. 

Ward 1 resident, Daniel Muth, addressed the Mayor and Council in support of his colleagues on the Task 
Force and provided his comments and concerns regarding County Resolution (CR)-17. He stressed his 
concern about any changes to the table of uses resulting in permissions that would allow rezoning to occur. 
Mr. Muth asked that the Planning Board make a thorough assessment of the language and inform all parties 
of the potential negative effects. 

Ward 3 resident, Marcelo Cortez, addressed the Mayor and Council in opposition of the residential parking 
standards. He expressed that parking was very limited in the city and that residents were not properly 
informed of the new regulations. Mr. Cortez requested that Council look further into the issue in order to 
come to a satisfactory resolution. 

Ward 3 resident, Roberto Rodriguez, addressed the Mayor and Council in opposition of the residential 
parking standards. He expressed that he felt that being allowed only two parking permits per household 
was insufficient. Mr. Rodriguez asked that the needs of the residents be taken under more serious 
consideration and requested that changes to the regulations be considered. 

Ward 2 resident, David Marshall, addressed the Mayor and Council with concerns about the urban farming 
motion in the meeting agenda. He stated that his displeasure with the types of crops, such as corn, and how 
they affect the areas in which they are grown. Mr. Marshall continued by addressing the Revitalization Tax 
Credit application and relayed his opinion that the City should not forego the receipt of $3M and implored 
that the livelihood of long-time residents be considered heavily when making any decisions about the 
agreement. Mr. Marshall moved to the topic of elections, pleading for all residents to register and vote and 
detailed its importance. Mr. Marshall closed his public comments by providing dialogue regarding race and 
equity. 

5) Presentations (8:10 p.m. – 8:50 p.m.)

5.a) City Administrator Update (5 minutes)
HCC-386-FY19
Lead Sponsor: At the Request of the City Administrator
Co-Sponsor(s): N/A

City Administrator Tracey E. Douglas provided updates to the Mayor and Council regarding residential 
parking; recommendations from the Residential Parking Committee had been adopted. Assistant City 
Administrator Jim Chandler added details of the process for new residential parking standards stating that 
all details would not be fully implemented until November. Ms. Douglas continued updates regarding 
upcoming city functions and the notable work of City employees. 

Ward 5 Councilmember Joseph Solomon asked City Administrator Douglas whether more than two permits 
for households would be considered in certain situations to which she answered that it would be the case 
in unique situations. Councilmember Solomon inquired as to how the parking regulations would be 
enforced to which Mr. Chandler answered that notifications of the new zoning had gone out in January and 
tentative enforcement would begin around November. 
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Ward 3 Councilmember Carrianna Suiter sought clarity regarding residents seeking information about the 
residential parking regulations. Mr. Chandler responded that all the information had been provided in 
earlier communications should any resident have questions or concerns.

Ward 3 Councilmember Thomas Wright asked if the new regulations also presented an opportunity for 
changes to the parameters of the parking zones themselves. Mr. Chandler responded that the City was 
hopeful that no changes would be warranted but acknowledged that the process could be subject to 
unforeseen variables. 

Councilmember Solomon sought clarity as to how the parking zones would be adjusted if required. 
Assistant City Administrator Chandler stated that City Administrator Douglas did have the authority to make 
changes, but it would be preferred that residents exercise the petition process. 

5.b) FY17 & FY18 Audit Update (5 minutes)
HCC-391-FY19
Lead Sponsor: At the Request of the City Administrator
Co-Sponsor(s): N/A

City Treasurer Ron Brooks provided updates regarding progress made with the FY17 and FY18 financial 
audits. Mr. Brooks stated that the completion of FY17 was nearly complete and anticipated FY18 being 
completed by July 2019. 

Mayor Candace Hollingsworth inquired as to when the FY19 audit would be complete. City Treasurer 
Brooks responded that it would likely be a bit beyond November. 

5.c) Educational Facilities Task Force Presentation (30 minutes)
Presentation to City Council on proposed school sites.
HCC-395-FY19
Lead Sponsor: At the Request of the City Administrator
Co-Sponsor(s): N/A

Chair of the Educational Facilities Task Force, Daniel Broder, commenced the presentation of potential 
sites for a new middle school in the City of Hyattsville by thanking his colleagues on the Task Force, the 
Councilmembers and liaisons, the school board representative, as well as the parents and participants 
involved in the study. Mr. Broder provided background on the Task Force and their purpose and 
presented insight and detail as to the process in which new school locations were identified. He relayed 
the Task Force’s assessment of pros and cons to each location. The presentation was handed over to 
another Task Force member to expound on the following potential sites: the “WSSC Building Site” and the 
“Prince George’s Community Center + Nine Ponds Site”. He reported on the factors desired by the 
community and Mr. Broder closed the meeting and opened the presentation to questions. 

Mayor Hollingsworth expressed her appreciation for all who were involved and urged the Council to 
elevate their responsibilities to aid with the project and other projects to improve the City.

Councilmember Suiter voiced her appreciation for the work done and the effort from the Task Force. She 
posed a question regarding exactly where the intended building site within Magruder Park would be. Task 
Force member Kat Schooley responded that the proposed location would be in the southeast section of the 
parcel; not in place of any existing structure.  



REGULAR MEETING OF THE CITY COUNCIL, HYATTSVILLE MD
MAY 6, 2019 – 8:00 p.m.
___________________________________________________________

Page 4 of 14

Ward 2 Councilmember Shani Warner requested elaboration from the Task Force about logistics of the 
project such as an updated timeline and contingency with regard to other projects. Mr. Broder responded 
that Prince George’s County had requested additional research documentation from the Task Force to be 
delivered as soon as possible and explained that the city’s middle school had the priority and the 
elementary school would follow. Task Force member Daniel Muth interjected with details of how the P3 
School Construction Plan was being approached and stated that, ideally, all the school projects would be 
synergized. He noted the importance of that aspect of the plan and stressed that Council should keep that 
in mind when providing their recommendations. 

Ward 5 Councilmember Erica Spell expressed her appreciation for all the perspectives in the 
conversation and the effects the decisions would have on residents. She asked that the members of the 
Task Force expand on the financial aspects of the plan. Mr. Broder replied that discussions had taken 
place with the school board about how to generate revenue for the projects and the discussions are 
continuous. 

Councilmember Wright thanked the Task Force and stated he was hopeful the project would lead to 
many successes and serve as an example to other municipalities. 

Council President Edouard Haba thanked the Task Force for their efforts and inquired as to the acreage of 
the southwest portion of the land that would potentially be used as a building site. Kat Schooley 
responded that the sum of all the necessary portions of land would amount to approximately nineteen 
(19) acres. 

Council Vice President Kevin Ward inquired as to whether the proposed Nine Ponds site infringed on 
Nicholas Orem’s borders to which Task Force member Daniel Muth responded that it was adjacent but did 
not infringe upon the border. Council Vice President Ward then asked if the City had ever entered into a 
public/private partnership in the construction of any other schools; Mr. Broder replied in the negative.
Council Vice President Ward asked whether a public space within the school had been considered. Ms. 
Schooley responded that the state of Maryland may offer a grant to allow for 3,000 square feet of 
community space within a newly constructed school.

Councilmember President Haba inquired about the conversations between the Task Force and Prince 
George’s County and asked if the County objected to the existing school site because of the limitation in 
acreage. Mr. Broder responded that the County’s opinion was that it would be extremely difficult to move 
resources for construction in and out of the suggested site. Ms. Schooley added that the site in question 
had not been vetted and the feasibility assessment from the County was hypothetical. 

6) Consent Items (8:50 p.m. – 8:55 p.m.)

6.a) Purchase of Mobile Restroom
HCC-355-FY19
Lead Sponsor: At the Request of the City Administrator
Co-Sponsor(s): N/A
I move that the Mayor and Council authorize the expenditure of FY19 Capital Improvement Funds in an 
amount not to exceed $50,000.00 for the purpose of purchasing a mobile restroom facility from Portable 
Restroom Trailers, LLC.
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6.b) Total Comp Advisor's Contract Amendment
HCC-374-FY19
Lead Sponsor: At the Request of the City Administrator
Co-Sponsor(s): N/A
I move that the Mayor and Council approve an amendment to the Total Comp Advisor's contract to include 
updates and revisions to the City's Personnel Manual at an amount not to exceed $5,000.00.

6.c) Video Camera and Equipment Purchase
HCC-378-FY19
Lead Sponsor: At the Request of the City Administrator
Co-Sponsor(s): N/A
I move that the Mayor and Council authorize the expenditure of FY19 PEG Funds to purchase video cameras 
and related equipment from B&H Photo at a cost not to exceed $40,000.

6.d) Proclamation in Honor of Peace Officers Memorial Day & National Police Week
HCC-379-FY19
Lead Sponsor: At the Request of the City Administrator
Co-Sponsor(s): N/A
I move that the Mayor and Council proclaim May 15, 2019 to be Peace Officers Memorial Day and the week 
of May 12 through May 18, 2019, to be National Police Week in the City of Hyattsville.

6.e) Proclamation in Honor of Children's Mental Health Awareness Day
HCC-380-FY19
Lead Sponsor: At the Request of the City Administrator
Co-Sponsor(s): N/A
I move that the Mayor and Council proclaim May 6, 2019 as Children's Mental Health Awareness Day in the
City of Hyattsville.

6.f) Proclamation in Honor of National Public Works Week
HCC-381-FY19
Lead Sponsor: At the Request of the City Administrator
Co-Sponsor(s): N/A
I move that the Mayor and Council proclaim the week of May 18 through May 25, 2019, to be National 
Public Works Week in the City of Hyattsville.

6.g) Proclamation in Honor of Asian Pacific American Heritage Month
HCC-382-FY19
Lead Sponsor: At the Request of the City Administrator
Co-Sponsor(s): N/A 
I move that the Mayor and Council proclaim May 2019 as Asian Pacific American Heritage Month in 
the City of Hyattsville. 

6.h) Proclamation in Honor of Municipal Clerks Week
HCC-383-FY19
Lead Sponsor: At the Request of the City Administrator
Co-Sponsor(s): N/A 
I move that the Mayor and Council proclaim the week of May 5 through May 11, 2019, to be Municipal 
Clerks Week in the City of Hyattsville.
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6.i) Proclamation in Honoring 60th Anniversary of University Christian Church
HCC-394-FY19
Lead Sponsor: At the Request of the City Administrator
Co-Sponsor(s): N/A
I move that the Mayor and Council proclaim and honor the 60th anniversary of University Christian Church 
in the City of Hyattsville.

6.j) 3505 Hamilton Street Renovation Project - Prince George's County Declaration of Covenants
HCC-377-FY19
Lead Sponsor: At the Request of the City Administrator
Co-Sponsor(s): N/A

Declaration-of-Covenants-2019-04-19.pdf

I move that the Mayor and Council authorize the acceptance and that the Mayor executes the Declaration 
of Covenants with Prince George's County for the installation and maintenance of stormwater facilities at
3505 Hamilton St, upon legal review.

6.k) Budget Amendment: Adjusting FY19 Budget Appropriations in Community Services and
Recreation Departments to cover cost for Juneteenth Celebration.
HCC-387-FY19
Lead Sponsor: Hollingsworth
Co-Sponsor(s): Lawrence, Ward, Croslin, Warner, Suiter, Wright, Haba, Solomon, Spell
I move that the Mayor and Council amend FY19 budget appropriations in Community Services and 
Recreation Departments by adjusting various line-items to cover the cost to host a Juneteenth Celebration 
in an amount not to exceed $22,000.

6.l) Budget Amendment: Amend FY19 Police Department Capital Budget to include and authorize the 
purchase of a 2018 Ford F-150.
HCC-388-FY19
Lead Sponsor: At the Request of the City Administrator
Co-Sponsor(s): N/A

Utility Truck Justification Memo.docx
Waldorf Ford F-150 Sales Order.pdf
Apple Ford F-150 Sales Order.pdf
Enterprise Buyer_s Order Ford F-150.pdf

I move that the Mayor and Council amend the FY19 Police Department Capital budget to include and 
authorize the expenditure of Funds in an amount not to exceed $27,400 for the purpose of purchasing a 
2018 Ford F-150 from Waldorf Ford, 2440 Crain Highway Waldorf, MD 20601.

6.m) Award of Contract for Agenda Preparation, Meetings Management, Civic Participation Platform & 
Video Streaming
HCC-393-FY19
Lead Sponsor: At the Request of the City Administrator
Co-Sponsor(s): N/A

Granicus Memo.docx
MD_Hyattsville_Contract_Renewal and Upgrade to Legistar.pdf
Product Sheet- Legistar.pdf
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I move that the Mayor and Council authorize the award of a 1-year contract in an amount not to exceed 
$30,000, renewable by the City Administrator for up to an additional 4 years to Granicus for agenda, 
meetings management, civic engagement platform and video streaming services, upon the review and 
approval by the City Attorney for legal sufficiency.

6.n) Appointments to Code Compliance Advisory Committee
HCC-397-FY19
Lead Sponsor: Haba
Co-Sponsor(s): Suiter 

Committee Application_Code_Detra Dorsey W3.pdf
Committee Application_Code_Rafael Marrow W2.pdf

I move that the Mayor and Council appoint Rafael Marrow (Ward 2) and Dreta Dorsey (Ward 3) to the Code 
Compliance Advisory Committee for a term of 2 years, ending on May 6, 2021.

6.o) Proclamation in Honor of Citizenship Celebration Day
HCC-353-FY19
Lead Sponsor: At the Request of the City Administrator
Co-Sponsor(s): N/A

Citizenship_Celebration_Day_2019.docx

I move that the Mayor and Council proclaim May 4, 2019, to be Citizenship Celebration Day in the City of 
Hyattsville.

RESULT: APPROVED [UNANIMOUS]
MOVER: Haba
SECONDER: Solomon
AYES: Hollingsworth, Haba, Ward, Lawrence, Croslin, Warner, Suiter, Wright, Solomon, Spell
ABSENT: Ward

7) Motion to Close (30 minutes)

7.a) Motion to Close 
HCC-396-FY19
Lead Sponsor: At the Request of the City Administrator
Co-Sponsor(s): N/A

I move that the Mayor and Council close the Council Meeting of May 6, 2019, to consider the acquisition of 
real property, discuss contract negotiations, and discuss confidential commercial or financial information 
related to a proposed development in the City. The reason for closing the meeting under these exceptions 
is to protect the City’s bargaining position and to maintain legally required confidentiality in regard to 
commercial and/or financial information. I further move that the Mayor and Council also close the Council 
Meeting of May 6, 2019 to discuss a personnel evaluation for an employee under its jurisdiction.

This session will be closed under the authority of the Annotated Code of Maryland State Government 
General Provisions Article Section 3-305(b) (3) to consider the acquisition of real property for a public 
purpose and matters directly related to the acquisition; 3-305(b) (13) to comply with a specific 
constitutional, statutory, or judicially imposed requirement that prevents public disclosures about a 
particular proceeding or matter - specifically Maryland Code, § 4-335 of the General Provisions Article 
(protecting from disclosure confidential commercial information); 3-305(b) (14) Before a contract is 
awarded or bids are opened, to discuss a matter directly related to a negotiating strategy or the contents 
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of a bid or proposal, if public discussion or disclosure would adversely impact the ability of the public body 
to participate in the competitive bidding or proposal process, and 3-305(b) (1) discuss: (i) the performance 
evaluation of an appointee, employee, or official over whom it has jurisdiction.

RESULT: APPROVED [UNANIMOUS]
MOVER: Haba
SECONDER: Croslin
AYES: Hollingsworth, Haba, Ward, Lawrence, Croslin, Warner, Solomon, Spell
ABSENT: Suiter, Wright

Pursuant to the requirement of the Annotated Code of Maryland State Government Article 3-104(1)(2); this 
statement is included in these minutes:

A closed session of the Council of the City of Hyattsville was held at 9:21 p.m. on Monday, May 6, 2019 in 
the City of Hyattsville Municipal Building, Third Floor Mayor’s Office. 

In addition to the City Council, the following staff members were present: City Administrator Tracey E. 
Douglas, Assistant City Administrator Jim Chandler, City Treasurer Ron Brooks, City Clerk Laura Reams.

The authority under which the session was closed was the Annotated Code of Maryland State Government 
General Provisions Article Section 3-305(b) (3) to consider the acquisition of real property for a public 
purpose and matters directly related to the acquisition; 3-305(b) (13) to comply with a specific 
constitutional, statutory, or judicially imposed requirement that prevents public disclosures about a 
particular proceeding or matter - specifically Maryland Code, § 4-335 of the General Provisions Article 
(protecting from disclosure confidential commercial information); 3-305(b) (14) Before a contract is 
awarded or bids are opened, to discuss a matter directly related to a negotiating strategy or the contents 
of a bid or proposal, if public discussion or disclosure would adversely impact the ability of the public body 
to participate in the competitive bidding or proposal process, and 3-305(b) (1) discuss: (i) the performance 
evaluation of an appointee, employee, or official over whom it has jurisdiction.

Topics Discussed: Council received legal advice regarding a tax credit application and discussed a personnel 
evaluation for the City Administrator.

Action Taken: The Council returned to open session on a motion made by Ward 2 Councilmember Robert 
Croslin seconded by Council President Haba and approved unanimously by the Body at 10:19 p.m.

8) Action Items (9:25 p.m. - 10:25 p.m.)

8.a) FY19 Budget Amendment: DPW Renovation Facility Project - Change Order (10 minutes)
HCC-375-FY19
Lead Sponsor: At the Request of the City Administrator
Co-Sponsor(s): N/A

190502 - memo - DPW construction cost increase.pdf

I move that the Mayor and Council authorize a change order to the existing Keller-CM contract for an 
additional $1,900,000 to cover the increase in cost of materials to renovate the Department of Public Works 
building for a new total project amount not to exceed $5,200,000. The new total project cost includes the 
original $3.3 million previously approved by Council.
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RESULT: APPROVED [UNANIMOUS]
MOVER: Haba
SECONDER: Ward
AYES: Hollingsworth, Haba, Ward, Lawrence, Croslin, Warner, Solomon, Spell, Suiter, Wright

8.b) Johnson, Mirmiran, and Thompson Contract Option Year 1 (5 minutes)
HCC-359-FY19
Lead Sponsor: At the Request of the City Administrator
Co-Sponsor(s): N/A
I move that the Mayor and Council authorize the City Administrator to execute the year #1 option of the 
existing contract #DPW07132015, including increasing the contract amount not to exceed $3,500,000, upon 
the review and approval by the City Attorney for legal sufficiency. The new contract total includes the 
$2,537,500 previously approved by Council.

RESULT: APPROVED [UNANIMOUS]
MOVER: Haba
SECONDER: Solomon
AYES: Hollingsworth, Haba, Ward, Lawrence, Croslin, Warner, Solomon, Spell, Suiter, Wright

8.c) DPW Keller-CM Contract Amendments (5 minutes)
HCC-376-FY19
Lead Sponsor: At the Request of the City Administrator
Co-Sponsor(s): N/A
I move that the Mayor and Council authorize the City Administrator to approve amendments to existing 
Keller-CM contract to bring it in line with the revised and authorized budget of the DPW Renovation Project 
including updates to the contract end date and duration to comply with current permitting and construction 
schedules, upon the review and approval by the City Attorney for legal sufficiency.

RESULT: APPROVED [UNANIMOUS]
MOVER: Haba
SECONDER: Wright
AYES: Hollingsworth, Haba, Ward, Lawrence, Croslin, Warner, Solomon, Spell, Suiter, Wright

8.d) Hyattsville Ordinance 2019-02: Compensation of the Mayor and Council (5 minutes)
HCC-384-FY19
Lead Sponsor: At the Request of the City Administrator
Co-Sponsor(s): N/A

Ordinance 2019-02 Enacting CRC Recommendations 4.9.19.docx

I move that the Mayor and Council adopt Hyattsville Ordinance 2019-02, an Ordinance whereby the City 
Council raises the salary of the Mayor and Councilmembers after July 1, 2021, and grants raises in each 
successive year until 2024 pursuant to the recommendation of the 2019 Compensation Review Committee 
(SECOND READING/ADOPTION).

RESULT: APPROVED [UNANIMOUS]
MOVER: Haba
SECONDER: Solomon
AYES: Hollingsworth, Haba, Ward, Lawrence, Croslin, Warner, Solomon, Spell, Suiter, Wright
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8.e) Charter Amendment Resolution 2019-01 (5 minutes)
HCC-365-FY19
Lead Sponsor: At the Request of the City Administrator
Co-Sponsor(s): N/A

Resolution_2019-01_-_Amending_Charter_-
Compensation_Review_Committee_4.9.19_FINAL.docx
Memo City Attorney to Mayor and Council - 2019 CRC & Charter Amendment 4.11.19.docx

I move that the Mayor and Council adopt Charter Amendment Resolution 2019-01, a resolution of the 
Mayor and City Council of the City of Hyattsville, Maryland, adopted pursuant to the authority of Article XI-
E of the Constitution of Maryland and Title 4, Subtitle 3 of the Local Government Article of the Annotated 
Code of Maryland (2013 Edition, as amended), to amend the Charter of the said City, said Charter being a 
part of the public local laws of Maryland (1963 Edition, as amended), which Article contains in whole or in 
part the Charter of the City of Hyattsville, Maryland, whereby the Mayor and City Council seek to amend 
the City Charter to provide clarity and flexibility for the public, the City’s Compensation Review Committee,
and for the Mayor and Council with respect to the compensation review process (INTRODUCTION AND 
ADOPTION).

RESULT: APPROVED [UNANIMOUS]
MOVER: Haba
SECONDER: Wright
AYES: Hollingsworth, Haba, Ward, Lawrence, Croslin, Warner, Solomon, Spell, Suiter, Wright

8.f) Hyattsville Ordinance 2019-03: Fiscal Year 2020 Budget Ordinance (10 minutes)
HCC-392-FY19
Lead Sponsor: At the Request of the City Administrator
Co-Sponsor(s): N/A

I move that the Mayor and Council introduce Hyattsville Ordinance 2019-03, adopting an annual budget for 
Fiscal Year 2020 beginning July 1, 2019 through June 30, 2020, for the General Purpose; fixing the tax rates 
for the Fiscal Year beginning July 1, 2019; authorizing collection of taxes herein levied; and appropriating 
funds for the Fiscal Year (FIRST READING).

Ward 1 Councilmember Bart Lawrence recognized City Treasurer Ron Brooks for his efforts regarding the 
budget and thanked he and his team for their work. 

RESULT: APPROVED [UNANIMOUS]
MOVER: Haba
SECONDER: Lawrence
AYES: Hollingsworth, Haba, Ward, Lawrence, Croslin, Warner, Solomon, Spell, Suiter, Wright

8.g) Revitalization Tax Credit Application: Urban Investment Partner Companies – Hyattsville Town One,
LLC (10 minutes)
HCC-390-FY19
Lead Sponsor: At the Request of the City Administrator
Co-Sponsor(s): N/A
I move the City Council direct the City Attorney to prepare a Resolution approving a Revitalization Tax Credit 
for Urban Investment Partner Companies - Hyattsville Town One, LLC to support the financing of The 
Armory Apartments, a redevelopment project to be constructed along the 5300 block of Baltimore Avenue, 
Hyattsville. The tax credit shall be conditional upon the applicant meeting specific benchmarks, as further 
defined in the Resolution, as follows:
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1. The tax credit shall be limited to more than 50% of the net taxable assessed value of the improved 
property;

2. The tax credit shall be limited to a term of 10-consecutive years and shall not exceed a value of 
$3,000,000;

3. The applicant shall be required to make specific public and private infrastructure improvements;

4. The applicant shall be required to provide specific leasing of space to businesses which include, but not 
limited to MBE, WBE, and DBE certified tenants;

5. The applicant shall be required to provide specific leasing of space to businesses which are either owned 
by a resident of Prince George's County or is a use which is absent from the primary market area, as 
determined by the City of Hyattsville.

The resolution shall authorize the City Treasurer to structure the value of the tax credit on an annual basis, 
in consultation with the Director of Community & Economic Development and City Administrator.

Councilmember Lawrence made a motion to amend Action Item HCC-390-FY19 to strike items 3, 4, 
and 5 and include language stating, “the entire tax credit value is contingent on the contingency that the 
applicant shall be required to provide affordable resident dwelling units at 10% of units at 60% AMI for a
term of 30 years”. The motion was seconded by Councilmember Solomon and approved unanimously. 

RESULT: APPROVED [UNANIMOUS]
MOVER: Lawrence
SECONDER: Solomon
AYES: Hollingsworth, Haba, Ward, Lawrence, Croslin, Warner, Solomon, Spell, Suiter, Wright

Mayor Hollingsworth moved to conduct a Council vote on Action Item 8.g) as amended.

RESULT: APPROVED, AS AMENDED [UNANIMOUS]
MOVER: Haba
SECONDER: Solomon
AYES: Hollingsworth, Haba, Ward, Lawrence, Croslin, Warner, Solomon, Spell, Suiter, Wright

8.h) Prince George's County Legislative Bill CB-17-2019: Minor Amendment to the Gateway Arts District 
Development Overlay Zone (10 minutes)
HCC-389-FY19
Lead Sponsor: At the Request of the City Administrator
Co-Sponsor(s): N/A 
I move the City Council authorize the Mayor to send correspondence to the Prince George's County District 
Council and Prince George's County Planning Board opposing CR-17-2019, a minor amendment to the 
Gateway Arts District (GAD) Development Overlay Zone to permit Urban Farm uses in the Traditional 
Residential Neighborhood Character Area of the Gateway Arts District.

In its letter to the District Council and Planning Board, the City shall convey its reasoning for its opposition 
including, but not limited to the following:

1. Agricultural uses are not a use that is supported in any of the Character Areas of the Gateway Arts District 
Sector Plan and DDOZ. While the argument that Plan did not consider ‘urban farming’ at the time of 
adoption is valid, the amendment does not consider agricultural uses which were defined at the time of the 
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Plan’s adoption. At the time of the Plan's adoption, agricultural uses were considered and determined to
be ‘not permitted’, and therefore not supported by either the Traditional Residential Neighborhood (TRN) 
Character Area, nor any of the other Character Areas that support land-use modifications;

2. The County is scheduled to adopt an administrative conversion of land-uses that are consistent with the 
comprehensive efforts of the new County’s Zoning Ordinance, which will permit urban agriculture in all 
base zones by-right, subject to certain use-specific standards that are similar to the current Urban 
Agriculture additional regulations. It is the City's opinion that it is more prudent to allow the Zoning 
Ordinance process to be fully implemented. Additionally, the City is concerned that the use of amendments, 
through a land-use provision that will sunset in 2020, could set a precedent for introducing ‘grandfather 
and/or legal non-compliant’ uses.

3. There is not a demonstrated and/or time sensitive need for adoption of CB-17-19. If CB-17-2019 is not 
adopted, it will delay the introduction of ‘urban farming’ as a legally permitted use, however it is City's 
opinion that it is in the public’s interest to wait for the County Zoning Ordinance to take effect. If the 
County’s Zoning Ordinance is delayed and/or abandoned, the District Council could reconsider an ‘urban 
farming’ use in the Traditional Residential Neighborhood Character Area, should it be necessary.

If the District Council is compelled to adopt CR-17-2019, the City Council requests that any approval of an 
‘urban farming’ use be limited through a ‘Special Permit’ provision, which will allow for the general public 
and affected municipalities to evaluate the impacts of such a requested use.

Councilmember Croslin requested clarity regarding the definition of “urban farming” to which Assistant
City Administrator Chandler responded that there are qualifications in place as determined by the county 
that could be provided to Council upon request. Mayor Hollingsworth then read the definition as 
written by the county. 

Councilmember Wright stated that he supported the motion, but he would like to see it as a result 
of rezoning and not as a result of a change table of uses. 

Council President Haba stated that he wanted to change the language in the last paragraph of the 
recommendations in such a way that would give the municipality more leverage in the decision-making 
process.  Assistant City Administrator Chandler explained that, regardless of the language, the authority for 
approval still lies with the County. 

Councilmember Solomon requested that the language be amended to require the District Council 
provide a written statement of their intent to minimize misinterpretation of CB-17.

Mayor Hollingsworth listed her recommended adjustments for the proposal from Councilmember 
Solomon regarding a letter from the District Council. Mayor Hollingsworth promoted language that would 
express that the Hyattsville City Council recognizes that changes to that portion of the language could 
affect other provisions which would have to be addressed separately. 
Councilmember Warner suggested that the modification of the language be simplified and brief, leaving
the final amendments and edits to the governing body that would have final say on the matter. 
Councilmember Solomon replied that it was his intention to ensure that the community’s concerns 
be apparent within the correspondence but would support the approval of the motion with the 
adjustments already established by his fellow Councilmembers. 

Council President Haba reintroduced his pending amendment and asked that action be taken.
Councilmember Solomon requested further explanation on Council President Haba’s request. 
Assistant City Administrator Chandler explained the details of the process and expressed that what Council 
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President Haba was requesting would be inconsequential. Councilmember Lawrence recounted previous, 
similar occurrences and recanted the ways with which they had been handled formerly. Council President 
Haba stated that he would follow up with the County.

Councilmember Solomon made a motion to strike item 1 of the conditions and include language regarding 
a letter of intent, an allowance of a public hearing, and comment in municipal concurrence. The motion was 
seconded by Council Vice President Ward and approved unanimously.  

RESULT: APPROVED [UNANIMOUS]
MOVER: Solomon
SECONDER: Ward
AYES: Hollingsworth, Haba, Ward, Lawrence, Croslin, Warner, Solomon, Spell, Suiter, Wright

Mayor Hollingsworth moved to conduct a Council vote on Action Item 8.h) as amended.

RESULT: APPROVED, AS AMENDED [UNANIMOUS]
MOVER: Haba
SECONDER: Solomon
AYES: Hollingsworth, Haba, Ward, Lawrence, Croslin, Warner, Solomon, Spell, Suiter, Wright

9) Discussion Items (10:25 p.m. - 10:55 p.m.)

9.a) Educational Facilities Task Force Discussion (30 minutes)
HCC-398-FY19
Lead Sponsor: At the Request of the City Administrator
Co-Sponsor(s): N/A
Provide a recommendation(s) of a potential site(s) for Prince Georges County Public Schools (PGCPS) to 
consider in the RFP for Alternate Construction Financing (ACF).

City Administrator Douglas spoke about the ongoing discussions between Prince George’s County and the 
Educational Facilities Task Force; upcoming rounds of action and deadlines. She implored that the Council 
move promptly in order to be included in the first round of considerations. Councilmember Lawrence 
requested clarity concerning some of the terminology used and the expectations of the County. City 
Administrator Douglas replied that the County requested a recommendation from the City for an evaluation 
of potential sites on currently available land. Assistant City Administrator Jim Chandler commented that 
site search and approval was a collaborative effort among the City, County, and all the smaller entities 
within. 

Councilmember Suiter speculated about the protocol of the County with regard to various site submissions 
and requested the City Administrator’s input. Mayor Hollingsworth added that any consideration 
beyond the first round would be contingent on available funds and further explained her assessment of 
the thoroughness of the evaluation. Councilmember Lawrence sought and received confirmation that the
parcels at Magruder Park and Nine Ponds would not be eligible for consideration and stated that they would 
only be able to present the remaining two sites as potential building sites.

Council President Haba weighed the pros and cons of each of the sites and established that it would be
best to submit the two sites they knew to be applicable. Council Vice President Ward agreed with Council
President Haba’s comments and suggested the course of action be taken. Mayor Hollingsworth
recommended acquiring as much insight as to the context of the discussions so Council could prepare and
act in accordance with the views and intentions of the parties involved. Councilmember Suiter agreed and 
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stressed the importance of attaining that perspective and expressed her opinion that, at some point, the 
public should engage the Council in an informative session and multiple public hearings. 

Councilmember Lawrence expressed his appreciation for the Task Force and hoped that their work 
would continue. He was in support of further public hearings to which City Administrator Douglas 
concurred.

Councilmember Solomon stated that he believed the Task Force had performed adequately and, barring
any newfound information, he would be in support of their recommendations as he deemed them 
the best options. Mayor Hollingsworth recognized the need for further public interaction and emphasized 
the care with which the issue should be addressed. Councilmember Lawrence agreed and urged several
more public hearings and public engagements. Council President Haba and Council Vice President 
Ward conferred and agreed that there should be as much clarity and transparency as possible regarding 
the process of the site assessments to which Mayor Hollingsworth added that the sense of the community 
and Council should be at the forefront when considering the measure. Councilmember Croslin expressed 
that he didn’t like the idea of building anything at Magruder Park, but if it was recommended to do so, then 
the exact area within Magruder Park should be identified and relayed to all parties. City Administrator 
Douglas explained the details of next steps moving forward. 

10) Council Dialogue (10:55 p.m. - 11:05 p.m.)

There was no discussion under this agenda item.

11) Community Notices and Meetings

12) Motion to Adjourn

RESULT: APPROVED [UNANIMOUS]
MOVER: Ward
SECONDER: Croslin
AYES: Hollingsworth, Haba, Ward, Lawrence, Croslin, Warner, Solomon, Spell, Suiter, Wright

The meeting adjourned at 12:04 a.m. 


