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Present: Candace Hollingsworth, Mayor
Edouard Haba, W4 (Council President)
Kevin Ward, W1 (Council Vice President)
Bart Lawrence, W1 (arrived at 8:25 p.m.)
Robert Croslin, W2 (arrived at 7:46 p.m.)
Shani Warner, W2
Thomas Wright, W3
Paula Perry, W4
Erica Spell, W5
Joseph A Solomon, W5

Absent: Carrianna Suiter, W3

Also present were the following City staff members:
City Administrator Tracey E. Nicholson
Assistant City Administrator and Dir. of CED Jim Chandler
City Treasurer Ron Brooks
Police Chief Amal Awad
Director of Public Works Lesley Riddle
Director of Community Services Jake Rollow
Director of Human Resources Vivian Snellman
City Clerk Laura Reams 
Assistant City Clerk Lillie Littleford
Deputy City Clerk Nicola Konigkramer
City Attorney E.I. Cornbrooks, IV (arrived at 8:05 p.m.)
HCPD Lt. Chris Purvis

1) Call to Order and Council Roll Call

Mayor Candace Hollingsworth called the meeting to order at 7:38 p.m.

2) Pledge of Allegiance to the Flag

3) Approval of Agenda

RESULT: APPROVED [UNANIMOUS]
MOVER: Haba
SECONDER: Solomon
AYES: Hollingsworth, Haba, Ward, Warner, Wright, Perry, A Solomon, Spell
NAYS: None
ABSENT: Lawrence, Croslin, Suiter 
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4) Public Comment (7:40 p.m. – 8:00 p.m.) Limit 2 minutes per speaker

Brian Dylong, a Ward 3 resident and unit owner at the Oglethorpe Condominium Association, 
provided comments regarding trash retrieval at the condominium complex. Mr. Dylong stated 
that condominium owners were taxed for trash removal services but did not receive them. 

5) Presentations (8:00 p.m. - 9:15 p.m.)

5.a) City Administrator Update (5 minutes)
HCC-102-FY19
Lead Sponsor: At the Request of the City Administrator
Co-Sponsor(s): N/A

Cover Page 

City Administrator Tracey E. Nicholson noted that the upcoming Planning Committee meeting had 
been moved. Ms. Nicholson continued with an update to the lighting project of West Hyattsville, 
stating that phase 1 was completed last year and that phase 2 included portions of Wards 2, 4, 
and 5 in which 68 new lights would be affixed to existing poles and another 261 lights would be 
retrofitted to LED; phase 2 was 90% complete. Phase 3, which consists of the remainder of Ward 
2, was in progress and phase 4 would address the rest of the city. She noted the traffic signal at 
Nicholson Street and Queens Chapel Road would be installed in December 2018. 

Ms. Nicholson provided an update regarding roadway improvements for the Ager Road project 
beginning next month. She added that the WSSC water main installation and repair would be 
completed next month and adjustments to the infrastructure will likely not be completed until 
the following spring. Ms. Nicholson explained that the city had been working with Maryland 
Department of Transportation on signals along the Route 1 corridor. 

Ms. Nicholson continued to provide updates regarding future park improvements to make city
parks more age-friendly and useful. She relayed that the Magruder Park reimagination project 
was entering into phase 3, using the information gathered from research and community
comment to create a design. She spoke about the electrical design work for Hyatt Park and stated 
that it was currently 90% complete. Ms. Nicholson said that 38th Avenue Park would be 
completed next summer, and that staff was in the process of improving bathroom facilities for 
Heurich Park.

Ward 4 Councilmember Paula Perry requested means by which she could view which lights for 
Ward 4 would be completed. Ms. Nicholson responded that a map including the pertinent 
information would be made available online. 
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5.b) FY17 Audit Update (5 minutes)
HCC-86-FY19
Lead Sponsor: At the Request of the City Administrator 
Co-Sponsor(s): N/A

Cover Page 

Treasurer Ron Brooks provided information regarding 2017 audit and explained that it was about 
at the midpoint. The city would be looking at selected contracts between state, county, and local 
entities and making sure they were compliant with the procurement policy and those actions
should be completed by the end of the calendar year. 

5.c) Presentation of LGIT Grant Award for Safety Awareness Training (5 minutes)
HCC-99-FY19
Lead Sponsor: At the Request of the City Administrator 
Co-Sponsor(s): N/A

Cover Page 

City Administrator Nicholson recalled that in 2010 the city had applied for a grant to receive
required heavy equipment training focusing on the Department of Public Works. She introduced 
Mr. Tim Ailsworth, Executive Director of the Local Government Insurance Trust (LGIT).

Mr. Ailsworth thanked the City Administrator and the City of Hyattsville for being a part of LGIT. 
He gave a brief summary of the function of LGIT and explained that LGIT provides training grants
for cities. On behalf of LGIT, Mr. Ailsworth presented the city with a check for $10,050 to fund the 
training for city staff. The check was accepted on behalf of the City of Hyattsville by Mayor 
Candace Hollingsworth and Director of the Department of Public Works, Lesley Riddle. 

5.d) Age Friendly Initiative Draft Action Plan (20 minutes)
HCC-95-FY19
Lead Sponsor: At the Request of the City Administrator
Co-Sponsor(s): N/A

Cover Page 
Workgroup Plan_Final.pdf
Age Friendly Work Group FINAL powerpoint.pptx

Director of Community Services, Jake Rollow, provided background for the Age Friendly Initiative 
Workgroup. Mr. Rollow stated that in January 2017, the Hyattsville was the first city in the state 
of Maryland to be entered into the AARP network of Age Friendly Communities. He continued 
that it was this event that prompted the city to create a community driven action plan to make 
the city more age friendly over the three subsequent years. The Workgroup invited community 
members and stakeholders to a luncheon where they collaborated and created a volunteer group 
to create a draft action plan. He concluded by introducing the facilitator of the Workgroup, Lisa 
Walker.
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Lisa Walker, Chair of the Age Friendly Initiative Workgroup, stated she would provide a brief 
overview of the full report with all of the action items. She confirmed Mr. Rollow’s comments that 
there were several previous meetings involving the issue; the first of which was attended by about 
60 people, and that these meetings were prompted by existing city surveys. She thanked Jake 
Rollow, Senior Services Coordinator Beryl Johnson, and City Planner Katie Gerbes for their staff 
support. She went on to explain the plan was broad and that it would require the city to conduct 
actions it wouldn’t regularly carry out. She shared her vision of a plan that would be carried out 
with county and state agencies, third party entities, and colleges and universities and then
highlighted areas of concerns:

1) Affordable housing; Ms. Walker relayed the opinion of residents that were concerned about 
being “priced out” of their homes and not being able to afford rent if they chose to downsize. She 
continued by noting concerns about the decline of racial diversity in the community. She 
described the plan as requesting incentives for developers to build affordable and accessible units 
(10-15%). She referenced the Landy project stating it would be a perfect opportunity to provide
affordable housing, reiterating that current units are not accessible or affordable. She requested 
that the city to advocate for inclusionary zoning with the county. She spoke regarding rent 
stabilization and asked the city to consider the policy for apartment buildings which undergo 
renovation; she cited the importance of ramps, trip hazard elimination, and expansion of the 
Hyattsville Heroes program for new and existing homes. 

2) Health and safety; Ms. Walker asked the city to consider an emergency plan that addressed the 
best practices in prevention and assistance provided to victims. Ms. Walker proposed city-
implemented education programs focused on senior caregiving and fall prevention. Ms. Walker 
recognized the city had been active to promote healthy lifestyles with the Ageless Grace program 
and meals on wheels and recommended expanding the farmers market. She addressed 
transportation and voiced her support for Call-a-Bus be expansion to weekends and evenings. Ms. 
Walker was sympathetic to the challenges the city faced in connection to the outdoor lighting but 
concluded her comments on the section by stating the need to ensure that parks and new 
developments in the city remain accessible. 

3) Home and community-based services; Ms. Walker recommended that the city expand options 
for affordable care for seniors at all income levels. She urged the city to work with county and 
other agencies to provide affordable, in-home health care at a low cost; develop a partnership 
with nursing programs to conduct periodic health checks in order to reduce isolation of residents. 
Ms. Walker stated that Hyattsville has been active in assisting residents in many areas and asked 
that these programs be afforded to all residents regardless of age. 

4) Communications; Ms. Walker asked that the city use existing county and private agency 
information brochures and digital technology to reach residents. She continued that the city 
should expand pages in the Green Sheet and the Hyattsville Life and Times periodical to 
emphasize critical services such as locations providing personal health care and those that provide 
technological training.

Ms. Walker closed her presentation by thanking the numerous volunteers and city staff for their 
help and hard work.
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Ward 3 Councilmember Thomas Wright commented that he felt the report was “amazing” and 
explained that, while he was not familiar with the entirety of the details, he was eager to see the 
city implement the ideas.

Ward 5 Councilmember Joseph Solomon expressed his thanks and appreciation for being given 
actionable recommendations. He shared that he was particularly interested in affordable housing, 
approaching inclusionary zoning, and in-home care. With regard to in-home care, he requested 
clarity as to the city’s role; whether it is a grant plan or a hired staff.

Ms. Walker replied that the process varies among states, but that in this case they would entertain 
the idea of building relationships with personal care agencies to negotiate rates for residents of 
predetermined areas and that a grant funded from development that could offset services on a 
sliding scale.

Councilmember Wright enquired whether the staff review of the report was sent to AARP.

Ms. Walker responded that it was being turned over to the city and that the Workgroup would be 
happy to work further with the city to explain the contents of the report, but the report was now 
overseen by the city and all actions taken must be by the city. She mentioned that existing 
programs for each of the areas are listed on the last page of the report. 

Mr. Rollow explained that the issue would return as an agenda item for a future Council meeting. 
He stated that, until that time, Councilmembers were invited to supply any questions or 
comments to staff and that he planned to continue to work with the Workgroup to create a 
revised version that the city could adopt in a format that is authored by the city.

Councilmember Wright asked if the issue would be reassessed in December and that time frame 
was confirmed by Mr. Rollow.

Ward 5 Councilmember Erica Spell emphasized appreciation for the recommendation of 
partnerships and recalled that she and Ward 2 Councilmember Robert Croslin sat on the Police 
and Public Safety Advisory Committee and some of the other existing programs.

Ms. Walker responded that her Workgroup had spoken with one of the officers about that 
program and would be looking into many others.

Mayor Hollingsworth asked if there was a minimum number of domains that needed to be 
addressed in the report to which Mr. Rollow responded in the negative and stated that it was a 
decision independent of AARP. 

Councilmember Solomon enquired as to AARP’s next steps; Mr. Rollow replied that he expected 
to submit the plan in January 2019 and implement the plan with intermittent progress reports 
over the following 3 years. When asked about the potential benefits, Mr. Rollow explained that 
they are not monetary. He stated that these types of programs are being instituted in many other 
communities and AARP are beginning to supply small grants. Mr. Rollow closed by stating that 
AARP’s goal is to spur cities to be more age-friendly without being fiscally supportive. 
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5.e) Resident Satisfaction Survey (40 minutes) 
HCC‐98‐FY19  
Lead Sponsor: At the Request of the City Administrator  
Co‐Sponsor(s): N/A

Cover Page 
2018 Hyattsville Survey-Draft Report v181012d.pdf 

Director of Community Services, Jake Rollow, introduced and gave a brief summary of the 
Resident Satisfaction Survey. He stated that the last 2 surveys were done in 2015 and 2011 and 
their goal was to assess the progress made in response to the previous surveys and, also, to form 
new questions relevant to the current resident concerns. Mr. Rollow then introduced Isabelle
Canete Medina, team lead on the survey project, who would provide an overview of the report 
and key findings.

Survey Project Director, Ms. Isabelle Canete Medina, thanked the Mayor and Council and stated 
that the project started in January, revising the previous version of the survey and creating 
introductory letters to residents. The introductory letters were sent to a sample of 1600 
households in April, approximately 3 weeks after the initial contact, questionnaires were sent as 
well as postcards as a reminder to respond and the survey was also available online.

In May, a decision was made to conduct “oversampling” in which the survey was sent to more 
diverse communities. By July they received only 249 responses of a preferred 400 and 
recommended to survey the city in its entirety. The survey was sent to each household with an 
online code, phone number, and email to contact in order to receive a hard copy. Ms. Canete 
Medina explained that, in essence, the entire city was surveyed and by September 587 valid 
responses were received. She directed attention to a map that identified households who 
responded to the survey; over 40% of respondents had incomes of over 100k annually and an 
overwhelming majority of that population were affluent, white, families living in single-family 
dwellings and not an accurate reflection of the demographic of the city despite concerted efforts. 

Ms. Canete Medina continued that her group then decided to do a weighted analysis in an 
attempt to collect more accurate data, but the differential proved to be minimal and insubstantial. 
She reported that the overall major findings were that residents were satisfied with solid waste, 
police, and parks, but least satisfied with value for taxes, maintenance of city streets and 
sidewalks, and enforcement of code. The report showed a satisfaction in the overall quality of life, 
diversity, access to transportation, but a dissatisfaction with flow of traffic and school quality. 
Regarding safety, residents felt safest in their community and on Route 1 during the day but felt 
less safe on sidewalks and paths and at the West Hyattsville Metro station. The data showed that 
residents were generally satisfied with the police response time, and overall protection. Data 
showed that residents were very concerned with the visibility of police in commercial areas and 
neighborhoods.

Ms. Canete Medina then moved on to transportation and traffic and reported that residents were 
most satisfied with the WMATA Metro services in Hyattsville and least satisfied with the overall 
flow of traffic on major city streets. Residents were most satisfied with snow removal throughout 
the city and least satisfied with bike lane availability. They would most like to see improvement in 
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the adequacy of street lighting and maintenance of city streets. Regarding code compliance; 
residents were most satisfied with the facades of city buildings but dissatisfied with the ease in 
which one can make a code compliance complaint. 

The report made evident that residents were generally pleased overall with waste services. When 
addressing park services, residents were most satisfied with the cleanliness and upkeep of park 
areas but would like to see more accessibility for those with disabilities. Community members are 
quite satisfied with city events and celebrations but would like areas such as the city farmer’s 
market, youth programs and programs for residents with disabilities to improve. 

There was satisfaction from residents regarding economic development, specifically the 
availability of stores, shops, restaurants, and bars but cited the need for better notification 
methods for development projects within the city. The areas of Prince George’s County Plaza 
showed moderate satisfaction while West Hyattsville and Hamilton Street were identified as areas 
in need of most improvement. Major findings analysis showed that residents regularly patronized 
area restaurants at least once a week spent a substantial amount of disposable income attending 
entertainment and social events. 

Ms. Canete Medina moved her presentation to trend analysis and noted that only some of the 
questions could be compared from 2011 and 2015 as some were not included in the current 
survey. It was reported that the trend is positive overall with items cited such as police
performance and waste management. In terms of overall quality of life, it was reported that 
satisfaction in quality of schools and traffic flow declined significantly.

The next section presented was the benchmark analysis which compared the City of Hyattsville to 
neighboring cities including College Park, MD., Gaithersburg, MD., Tacoma Park, MD., 
Charlottesville, VA., Herndon, VA., Manassas, VA., Williamsburg, VA., and Annapolis, MD. The 
comparison showed many consistencies within all the cities included in the analysis among a total 
of 14 survey categories. Hyattsville showed superiority in five areas: solid waste management, 
parks and park maintenance, effectiveness of communication, maintenance of city streets and 
sidewalks, and overall value received as a result of resident tax payments. 

Ms. Canete Medina continued with the importance satisfaction analysis. She explained that this 
area was developed with a different methodology than 2011 and 2015 and that the details were 
provided in the draft report. She stated that the point of focus was the prioritization of the items 
the residents felt were important to improve upon in combination with their satisfaction. The 
priorities in order of most to least importance were identified as: improvement of traffic flow, 
maintenance of streets, and effectiveness of economic development. 

Councilmember Solomon thanked Ms. Canete Medina for her efforts and stated that each year 
the study is conducted it is concluded with a positive assessment. He expressed his particular 
pleasure with the findings regarding police performance and the continued success of the 
Department of Public Works. He enquired as to whether the comparison among cities used 
weighted results to which Ms. Canete Medina replied in the negative. Councilmember Solomon 
suggested that the comparison was not scientific. 
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Mayor Hollingsworth asked Ms. Canete Medina what co-variants were included in the study to 
which the presenter replied that the weighted results were classified by household income since 
about 45% were over 100k annually and only 25% of Hyattsville are in the same income range. 
The variable was used to see if it affected the racial composition of the results; the study did not 
generate a population with adequate diversity in order to conduct it by race. With a low response, 
especially from the Hispanic community, she stated they did not feel it was representative of the 
community. 

Mayor Hollingsworth responded that she would be interested in seeing the results of a weighted 
survey by race to assess the differences due to cultural behaviors. She added that it may not be 
statistically significant, but it could be useful to the Race and Equity Task Force. Ms. Canete 
Medina replied that she would conduct a study including racial weighting and wanted to address 
that the study only provided for one survey per household and more surveys per household 
should be entertained to obtain more accurate results due to extended and multiple families in a 
dwelling. 

Mayor Hollingsworth followed by asking if there were any other tactics that could illicit more 
responses. Ms. Canete Medina suggested that reaching out to churches could be helpful but 
believed that issue was in the methodology and that the participants need to be recorded with 
great detail. She suggested that more funding and community outreach could be helpful.

6) Consent Items (9:15 p.m. - 9:20 p.m.)

6.a) FY19 Budget Appropriation: Target Corporation Donation
HCC-80-FY19
I move that the Mayor and Council accept and appropriate into the FY19 budget a donation in
the amount of $2,000 from Target Corporation to the Community Action Team for the purchase
of gift cards for children during the City's annual Shop with a Cop event.
Lead Sponsor: At the Request of the City Administrator
Co-Sponsor(s): N/A

Cover Page 

6.b) Proclamation: Economic Development Week 
HCC-91-FY19
I move that the Mayor and Council recognize October 21-27, 2018 as Economic Development
Week in the City of Hyattsville. 
Lead Sponsor: At the Request of the City Administrator
Co-Sponsor(s): N/A

Cover Page 
Economic Development Week 2018.docx 
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6.c) Schedule Public Hearing for the Annexation of the Landy Property 
HCC-92-FY19
I move that the City Council schedule a Public Hearing for Monday, December 3, 2018 at 7:30
PM, to consider public testimony regarding the proposed annexation of 14.9683 acres of
contiguous property, commonly known as the Landy Property, located at 3501 Dean Drive,
Hyattsville, Maryland 20782.
Lead Sponsor: At the Request of the City Administrator
Co-Sponsor(s): N/A

Cover Page 
Landy Annexation Resolution 2018-05.docx 
Annexation Plan - Landy Annexation - October 12, 2018.doc 
Landy Annexation Description Exhibit A.pdf 
HyattsvilleAnnexation-ScheduleB.pdf 
Landy - Annexation Plan Map.pdf 

6.d) FY19 Budget Appropriation: MNCPPC Grant for Recreation Activities
HCC-94-FY19
I move that the Mayor & Council amend the FY19 budget to accept and appropriate the grant
award in the amount of $19,000 from the Maryland National Capital Park and Planning
Commission and authorize the City Administrator to sign the contract, upon the review and
approval by the City Attorney for legal sufficiency.
Lead Sponsor: At the Request of the City Administrator
Co-Sponsor(s): N/A

Cover Page 

6.e) Rock Salt Purchase
HCC-41-FY19
I move that the Mayor and Council approve the purchase of rock salt from Eastern Salt Company
utilizing Council of Governments (COG) contract rider with Montgomery County, not to exceed
$35,000.
Lead Sponsor: At the Request of the City Administrator
Co-Sponsor(s): N/A

Cover Page 
Award Posting Sheet  - Road Salt.pdf 
Eastern Salt Bid IFB 1088536.pdf 
Recommendation for Award memo IFB 1088536 Road Salt.pdf 
Rider_Clause_Final_08262016_MAPT4.pdf 
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6.f) Renaissance Square Condominium Board Appointments
HCC-96-FY19
I move the City Council appoint Mayor Candace B. Hollingsworth and Community & Economic
Development Director Jim Chandler to serve as the City's representatives on the Renaissance
Square Condominium Board for a period not to exceed twelve (12) calendar months.  
Lead Sponsor: At the Request of the City Administrator
Co-Sponsor(s): N/A

Cover Page 
Memo - Renaissance Square Condo Board Appointment.docx 

6.g) Appointment to the Health, Wellness, and Recreation Advisory Committee
HCC-101-FY19
I move that the Mayor and Council appoint Samuel Denes (Ward 1) to the Health, Wellness, and
Recreation Advisory Committee for a term of 2 years to expire on October 15, 2020.
Lead Sponsor: Perry
Co-Sponsor(s): N/A

Cover Page 
Committee Application_HWRAC_Denes W1.pdf 

6.h) FY17 Audit Cost
HCC-103-FY19
I move that the Mayor and Council approve cost not to exceed $49,500 for services provided by
CohnReznick to complete the FY17 audit and financial statements. 
Lead Sponsor: At the Request of the City Administrator
Co-Sponsor(s): N/A

Cover Page 

6.i) FY19 Budget Appropriation - LGIT Training Grant
HCC-105-FY19
I move that the Mayor and Council accept and appropriate into the FY19 budget the Grant
Award from the Local Government Insurance Trust (LGIT) in the amount of $10,050 for the
Department of Public Works Safety Awareness program.
Lead Sponsor: At the Request of the City Administrator
Co-Sponsor(s): N/A

Cover Page 
Scanned from a Xerox Multifunction Printer (2).pdf 

6.j) FY19 Speed Camera Budget Amendment
HCC-106-FY19
I move that the Mayor and Council amend the FY19 Speed Camera Budget by adjusting current
line item appropriations to cover $39,000 in capital cost and to increase the Other Contracted
Services line by $65,000 to cover the revised cost of the Conduent State & Local Solutions
contract. 
Lead Sponsor: At the Request of the City Administrator
Co-Sponsor(s): N/A

Cover Page 
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6.k) Wrap and Equipping Mobile Communications and Command Truck 
HCC-107-FY19
I move that the Mayor and Council authorize payment to Boulevard Collision to wrap and install
new equipment in the Mobile Command Truck at a cost not to exceed $39,000.
Lead Sponsor: At the Request of the City Administrator
Co-Sponsor(s): N/A

Cover Page 
Grahics_Design_for_Mobile_Command_Vehicle.pdf 
Upfit_Command_Bus_Memo.pdf 

RESULT: APPROVED [UNANIMOUS]
MOVER: Haba
SECONDER: Ward
AYES: Hollingsworth, Haba, Ward, Lawrence, Croslin, Warner, Wright, Perry, Solomon, Spell
NAYS: None
ABSENT: Suiter

  
7) Action Items (9:20 p.m. - 9:35 p.m.)

7.a) Hyattsville Ordinance 2018-05, Amendment to Chapter 114, Article IV: Residential Parking
Zones (5 minutes)
HCC-87-FY19
I move that the Mayor and Council adopt Hyattsville Ordinance 2018-05, an Ordinance whereby 
the City of Hyattsville amends Chapter 114 to refine the City’s residential parking permit system 
(SECOND READING/ADOPTION).
Lead Sponsor: At the Request of the City Administrator
Co-Sponsor(s): N/A

Cover Page 
Ordinance 2018-05 Residential Parking (Ch. 114) FINAL.docx 
MM Re Ordinance 2018 Residential Parking (Ch. 114) 5-7-2018 Comments.pdf 

Councilmember Croslin requested a simplified version for the community. Assistant City 
Administrator Jim Chandler responded that a “Frequently Asked Questions” section on the City’s 
website and an updated version containing 8-10 of the most common inquiries would be posted 
in the coming weeks. 

RESULT: APPROVED [8 – 2]
MOVER: Haba
SECONDER: Lawrence
AYES: Hollingsworth, Haba, Ward, Lawrence, Croslin, Warner, Wright, Spell
NAYS: Perry, Solomon
ABSENT: Suiter
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7.b) Resolution 2018-04: Planning Assistance to Municipalities and Communities Application (5 
minutes)
HCC-90-FY19
I move that the Mayor and Council adopt Hyattsville Resolution 2018-04, a resolution supporting 
the City of Hyattsville FY2019 Planning Assistance to Municipalities and Communities Application.
Lead Sponsor: At the Request of the City Administrator
Co-Sponsor(s): N/A

Cover Page 
Hyattsville_Resolution_-_2018-04_Planning Assistance.doc 
PAMC Project Information.docx 

RESULT: APPROVED [UNANIMOUS]
MOVER: Haba
SECONDER: Lawrence
AYES: Hollingsworth, Haba, Ward, Lawrence, Croslin, Warner, Wright, Perry, Solomon, Spell
NAYS: None
ABSENT: Suiter

  
7.c) Health Care, Prescription Drug and Dental Care Rates for CY19 (5 minutes)
HCC-104-FY19
I move that the Mayor and Council approve the 2019 calendar year health insurance premium 
costs that maintains the current City and employee's contributions in all plans, except the Kaiser 
EPO Plan that will have slight increase in the employee contribution per pay of $10 for single, $20 
for individual plus one and $25 for family; makes no changes to the employee contributions for 
Prescription Drugs, no increase in the Dental PPO Plan and the employee increase in the Dental 
HMO Plan per pay, is less than $1.14.
Lead Sponsor: At the Request of the City Administrator
Co-Sponsor(s): N/A

Cover Page 

RESULT: APPROVED [UNANIMOUS]
MOVER: Haba
SECONDER: Lawrence
AYES: Hollingsworth, Haba, Ward, Lawrence, Croslin, Warner, Wright, Perry, Solomon, Spell
NAYS: None
ABSENT: Suiter
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8) Discussion Items (9:35 p.m. - 10:35 p.m.)

8.a) Landy Annexation Discussion (15 minutes)
HCC-93-FY19
Lead Sponsor: At the Request of the City Administrator
Co-Sponsor(s): N/A

Cover Page 
Memo_-_Landy_Property_Annexation_-_October_9__2018.docx 
Annexation Plan - Landy Annexation - October 12, 2018.doc 
Landy Annexation Resolution 2018-05.docx 
Landy Annexation Description Exhibit A.pdf 
HyattsvilleAnnexation-ScheduleB.pdf 
MunicipalAnnexationHandbook.pdf 
MunicipalAnnexation Flowchart.pdf 

Assistant City Administrator Jim Chandler introduced the item regarding the Landy property and 
highlighted the intention that the annexation would allow for the footprint of the project to 
receive respective city services. Mr. Chandler relayed that the singular property owner has 
consented to annexation, but it is important to ensure they follow the appropriate legal process. 
He speculated that, pending unforeseen circumstances, the annexation would be effective 
January 18. Mr. Chandler stated the annexation effectively provides services to units as they are 
sold and reduces the tax burden to the existing owner predominantly in the form of city services 
and street maintenance. 

Councilmember Wright averred that he had been a long-time advocate for this project and stated
that splitting an area of this size among both incorporated and unincorporated entities is not 
logical. He recognized that the parcel resided in Ward 3, a ward that was growing rapidly and 
questioned exactly how this development would affect that section of the community, particularly 
the boundaries of Ward 3. Mr. Chandler responded that the project would have a fortunate 
alignment in schedule with the census and that redistricting would occur once the development 
was established and inhabited. 

8.b Proposed Changes to City Election Policies (45 minutes)
HCC-97-FY19
Lead Sponsor: At the Request of the City Administrator
Co-Sponsor(s): N/A

Cover Page 
Ch._8_Election_Code_Revisions_Presentation_FINAL (1).pptx 
Chapter 8 Revisions 10.11.18 
Ethics Ordinance Amendment Re. Chapter 8 Changes 10.11.18[67917].docx 
BOE Rules and Regulations 10.04.18 Clean.pdf 
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City Clerk Laura Reams introduced revisions to the city’s election code and Board of Elections 
Rules and Regulations, she recognized Deputy City Clerk Nicola Konigkramer, City Attorney E.I. 
Cornbrooks, IV, Board of Elections Member Ann Frankel, and Ethics Commission Chair Carter Ross. 
Ms. Reams began her presentation by recounting the most recent changes to the election code 
that took place in 2017 and lessons learned. It was established that the code lacked clarity with 
some sections misappropriated; penalties for certain infractions were unenforceable; campaign 
finance statutes required revision; and, the ethics code was inconsistent regarding candidate 
withdrawal dates. 

She cited five specific goals in the revision of the code: fair and efficient elections; encouraging 
voter participation by experience enhancement; candidate education; policy and procedure 
updates in accordance with city code; and, reorganization of the code to provide simplicity and 
clarity. She detailed the process by which each of the goals would be achieved. 

Same day voter registration would be implemented, and the pertinent rules and regulations 
would be added to the code and permanent vote-by-mail procedures would be instituted. Ms. 
Reams described that campaign finance regulations would be adjusted by streamlining the 
finance reporting schedule and clearly defining the requirements and expectations for finance 
reports. 

The presentation was then led by Deputy Clerk Nicola Konigkramer who supplied a “sneak peek” 
into the 2019 election. Ms. Konigkramer cited same day voter registration and described its 
implementation, accessibility, and voting locations. She stated that there would be continued 
candidate information sessions, an updated candidate guide, and new voter outreach including 
attending high school lunches and events in an effort to register newly eligible 16- and 17-year-
old residents. Ms. Konigkramer expressed her shared anticipation for the new voting method of 
pop-up polls in which the accessibility to voting is essentially brought to the voter. She closed by 
citing a future timeline leading up to the election. 

City Clerk Reams thanked all involved for their hard work and commitment in the revision process 
and the project as a whole. Ms. Reams reiterated the importance of the democratic process to 
residents, staff, and Council alike and expressed her anticipation for feedback. 

Councilmember Wright extended his deepest gratitude stating that the revision was long overdue 
and carried out in excellent fashion. Councilmember Wright relayed that he had spoken with prior 
Councilmembers who shared the sentiments and wanted to discuss three points regarding the 
current state of the election process. He felt that an assessment of an election should take place 
soon after the election to preserve the perspective and act accordingly in a timely manner. He 
sought clarity regarding the requirement for proof of identification and that requiring a photo ID 
was a new aspect. 

Ms. Reams retorted that there were no changes made to any affidavit pertaining to voter 
registration. Councilmember Wright asked for advisement regarding whether the word 
“identification” should be struck from the language leaving only “proof of age and residency” and 
also enquired whether the proof of identity referred specifically to a picture ID to which Ms. 
Reams replied that it did not; it could be several other forms such as a letter with name and 
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address, school identification, property deeds, and related items. She explained that an affidavit 
was also in place to address instances in which residents are unable to provide any of the said 
documents and can go through a defined certification process. 

City Attorney Cornbrooks provided legal clarity with regard to the word “identity” stating that the 
same language from 2017 is still present but is now contained in the code as the requirement and 
in the rules and regulations as a definition. Councilmember Wright cited inconsistencies in the 
technical language regarding the use of “may” and “shall” and made recommendations to correct 
the inconsistencies. Mr. Cornbrooks replied that the way in which the provision is written allowed
for more flexibility for the registrant as well as the Board. Ward 1 Councilmember Bart Lawrence
directed his comments to Mr. Cornbrooks and asked if a scenario existed in which an affidavit is 
not given upon request. He stated that if that scenario does not exist, the language should only 
contain “shall”. Mr. Cornbrooks responded that it is not possible to predict scenarios and sided 
with “may” reiterating that it would grant more flexibility. Councilmember Lawrence continued 
to seek clarity prompting Ms. Reams to hypothesize a scenario in which one was already 
registered resulting in the refusal of an affidavit. Councilmember Croslin interjected with his own 
perception of the measure. Councilmember Wright spoke of the overall intention of the language 
and if it was in the right spirit. 

Councilmember Solomon addressed the initial comments of Councilmember Wright and agreed
that adjustments to the code should take place, not immediately, but shortly after the 
commencement of the election. Councilmember Solomon further stressed the need for an 
accelerated review due to the growth of the city and being faced with new challenges that would 
not have been applicable in previous years. He cited issues including campaign finance regulations 
and the procedure of utilizing Council bank accounts for campaign finance. City Clerk Reams 
recollected that some of these concerns were addressed by Council in 2017 and collaboration 
with them could be beneficial. She added that there was consideration of raising the threshold 
for opening campaign finance bank accounts from $200 to $1000 to curtail the ease in which one 
could be obtained. 

Council President Edouard Haba made statements regarding Article 4(c) which addresses the 
modes in which a resident’s identity and registration can be verified and stated his support for 
using “shall” in the legislative language. Councilmember Haba moved to address permanent vote 
by mail and asked if there were other municipalities or the like that already exercised the practice. 
Clerk Reams gave examples identifying an established practice in California and other parts of the 
west coast explaining that it was a common practice in several areas of the country.
Councilmember Haba enquired about the details of the vote by mail program; Ms. Reams 
provided aspects that explained how the program was conducted, but also how residents began 
and ended their voter by mail status. 

Councilmember Shani Warner expressed her gratitude for the effort into the overhaul of the code 
and pleasure with the final product. She turned her dialogue to campaign finance bank accounts 
and shared her thoughts that, ultimately, the decisions made showed a lot of wisdom.   
Councilmember Warner opined that one of the issues it did not address is a candidate pool of 
several candidates and that voting results can sometimes not be completely reflective of the 
preference of the voters due to an unweighted computation. 
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Councilmember Lawrence returned to the “may and shall” issue regarding identification for voter 
registration and settled on “may” upon clarification and could understand the potential issues of 
a change. Councilmember Croslin questioned the ease in which a non-city resident could register 
to vote and made note of the penalties therein stating that they seemed excessive. He asked 
about the mechanism for the enforcement of penalties. City Clerk Reams answered that there are 
varying infractions with varying penalties, but most would generally be enforced through the 
Board of Elections. She added that the penalties are set in ranges with language containing the 
phrase “up to” giving flexibility to the Election Board to increase or decrease the monetary penalty 
from cases to case as they see fit. 

Councilmember Solomon agreed that the instance of “may” should remain but suggested 
changing some of the other language to better clarify the sentence in general. Councilmember
Haba supported the use of “shall” for its direct language and clarity. Councilmember Wright 
echoed his earlier statements pertaining to the may/shall debate. Ms. Reams concluded the 
discussion with a commitment to “take a look at the ‘mays and shalls’”.

9) Council Dialogue

Councilmember Croslin announced that he had two comments. His first referred to an unnamed
apartment complex that had been previously brought before the board to ensure that the 
residents of said complex would not receive any increase in their rental costs. He stated that he 
heard, through third parties, that the rent had not been raised but that the cost of utilities was 
changed to be the onus of the tenant. He argued that this was essentially the same thing as 
increasing rent for residents. He implored his fellow Councilmembers to be weary of assuming 
the dialogue regarding such matters will always have best intentions for the people of the 
community in mind. 

Councilmember Croslin continued with his second comment recalling a personal outing of the 
new Hyattsville establishment: Maryland Meadworks. He stated that while he enjoyed the space 
very much, he noticed the need for sufficient parking. Councilmember Croslin pleaded for 
conversations to take place with the entities involved to provide additional parking at the nearby 
park. Mayor Candace Hollingsworth vaguely recalled submitting a correspondence for joint use 
regarding the area. City Administrator Nicholson confirmed that such a letter was sent but was 
denied by Park and Planning. She said that the city could reach out again but felt that the issue 
was given sound attention in the first attempt.

Councilmember Wright made comments acknowledging the upcoming HY-Swap event, 
expressing his appreciation for the extensive effort given by volunteers and the positive results it 
consistently delivers.

Mayor Hollingsworth expressed her pleasure and appreciation for the work done by the 
Elementary school PTA for the Hyattsville Zombie Run and the money raised from it that will 
benefit several organizations including other elementary schools, the success of HY-Fest, and the 
police department and their assistance in all of the events and community outreach. 
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10) Community Notices and Meetings
Cover Page 
Main City Calendar_Oct 16 - Nov 5 2018.docx 

11) Motion to Adjourn

RESULT: APPROVED [UNANIMOUS]
MOVER: Perry
SECONDER: Ward
AYES: Hollingsworth, Haba, Ward, Lawrence, Croslin, Warner, Wright, Perry, Solomon, Spell 
NAYS: None
ABSENT: Suiter

  


