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Present: Candace Hollingsworth, Mayor 
Edouard Haba, W4 (Council Pres.) (arrived at 7:48 p.m.)
Bart Lawrence, W1
Robert Croslin, W2 
Shani Warner, W2
Thomas Wright, W3
Carrianna Suiter, W3
Paula Perry, W4
Erica Spell, W5
Joseph A Solomon, W5 (arrived at 7:48 p.m.)

Absent: Kevin Ward, W1 (Council VP)

Also present were the following City staff members:
City Administrator Tracey E. Nicholson
City Treasurer Ron Brooks
City Police Chief Douglas Holland
Director of Human Resources Vivian Snellman
City Clerk Laura Reams
Assistant City Clerk Lillie Littleford
Deputy City Clerk Nicola Konigkramer
City Attorney E. I. Cornbrooks, IV (departed at 10:40 p.m.)

1) Call to Order and Council Roll Call

Mayor Candace Hollingsworth called the meeting to order at 7:35 p.m.

2) Pledge of Allegiance to the Flag

3) Approval of Agenda

Mayor Hollingsworth noted the following amendments to the agenda:

1) ADJUST the order of discussion items so the Residential Parking Ordinance will be the first discussion 
item.

2) ADD: MOTION HCC-393-FY18 Disbursement of Mayor’s Discretionary Funds
I move that the Mayor and Council approve a contribution of $300 from the Mayor’s discretionary 
funds for the City of Hyattsville’s sponsorship of the Prince George’s African American Museum and 
Cultural Center’s Family Day scheduled for June 16, 2018.

3) ADD: MOTION HCC-395-FY18 Disbursement of Ward 4 Discretionary Funds 
I move that the Mayor and Council approve the disbursement of the balance ($1,000) of Ward 4’s 
Council Discretionary Funds for the purpose of commissioning and installing 3-4 mini-libraries in Ward 

RESULT: APPROVED, AS AMENDED [UNANIMOUS]
MOVER: Lawrence
SECONDER: Perry
AYES: Hollingsworth, Lawrence, Croslin, Warner, Wright, Suiter, Perry, Spell
NAYS: None
ABSENT: Haba, Ward, Solomon
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4) Public Comment (7:40 p.m. – 8:25 p.m.) Limit 2 minutes per speaker

Andra Damron, a Ward 2 resident, addressed the Mayor and Council in opposition to the proposed 
Magruder Pointe development. She stated that she felt her opinion of the project was also that of the 
majority of residents and that Council has not been receptive to that collective opinion. She requested that 
Council vote no on the development project. 

Sarah Harper, a Ward 2 resident addressed the Mayor and Council in opposition to the proposed Magruder 
Pointe Development. She urged City officials to work with Prince George’s County in the Werrlein project. 
She stated her concern that there was not enough transparency regarding the proposed Residential Parking 
Program changes.

Nina Faye, a Ward 3 resident, addressed the Mayor and Council in opposition to the proposed Magruder 
Pointe Development. Ms. Faye also addressed the proposed changes to the Residential Parking Program 
and stated public hearings were needed prior to a vote. She was not supportive of the 30-minute time limit 
and concerned about the logistics for the special parking for caregivers. 

Cliff Mayo, a Ward 5 resident, addressed the Mayor and Council in opposition to the proposed Magruder 
Pointe Development. Mr. Mayo expressed that he did not feel it was the right plan or the right time to 
implement the plan and stressed the need to establish a community planning process. 

Alex Miller, a Ward 1 resident, addressed the Mayor and Council in opposition to the proposed Magruder 
Pointe Development. Stated that he agreed with the previous comments from Mr. Mayo. He asked that the 
Council consider the future vision of the City. 

Daniel Muth, a Ward 1 resident, addressed the Mayor and Council in support of the proposed Magruder 
Pointe Development. He suggested that the conversation could have been about process and stated that 
he called the Planning Board reviewer and found that it was not permissible for the developer to develop
in a greater density than the underlying zone. Mr. Muth cited direct quotes from the developer. 

Nick Harris, a Ward 2 resident, addressed the Mayor and Council in support of the proposed Magruder 
Pointe Development. Mr. Harris advocated for using the Washington Suburban Sanitary Commission 
(WSSC) building as City hall and cited the City’s attempt to address the issue in previous years. He stated 
that there were two parts to the issue of preservation: the building and its location and that those issues 
have not been given proper attention. Mr. Harris presented aerial photographs he stated were from 1957
that showed homes and duplexes on Gallatin street that were demolished to open space for the WSSC 
building. He cited resident opposition that delayed the project during that time. 

Elizabeth Daigneau, a Ward 2 resident, addressed the Mayor and Council in support of the proposed 
Magruder Pointe Development. Ms. Daigneau stated that she disagreed with residents’ complaints 
regarding the need for a modified, detailed, process. She said that the project would eliminate a vacant 
building while providing homes for people that could use the otherwise unused part. Ms. Daigneau asked 
the Council to vote “yes” on the measure. 

Kevin Blackerby, a Ward 2 resident, addressed the Mayor and Council in opposition to the proposed 
Magruder Pointe Development. Mr. Blackerby noted concerns with the proximity of the development to 
the park and was worried that the City was becoming too dense. He stated that park is frequently used by 
large amounts of people and felt that the parking lot could be renovated to extend the park. 
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John Vosmeck, a Ward 2 resident, addressed the Mayor and Council in opposition to the proposed 
Magruder Pointe Development. Mr. Vosmeck averred that any undisclosed plan by the developer is 
irrelevant to the discussion and should not be considered in the vote. He urged the City to use zoning and 
land to maximize the potential of the park.

Will Seath, a Ward 2 resident, addressed the Mayor and Council in support of the proposed Magruder 
Pointe Development. Mr. Seath stated that the vote was about the amendment to the table of uses and 
that is where the focus should remain. He cited recommendations made by City staff regarding the proposal 
and was concerned about the ramifications of rejecting that recommendation. Mr. Seath implored 
residents to educate themselves as to the details of the plan and made further recommendations for the 
process in which the plan should be implemented.  

Rishi Das, a Ward 2 resident, addressed the Mayor and Council in opposition to the proposed Magruder 
Pointe Development. Mr. Das said that the table of uses should not be amended for this development. He 
recognized the plan as an opportunity for the Council to imagine something positive for all residents. 

Lisa Davidson, a Ward 2 resident, addressed the Mayor and Council in opposition to the proposed Magruder 
Pointe Development. Ms. Davidson urged the Council to vote no. She expressed that she would like to see 
the building for adaptive reuse but was more concerned about the change in land use zoning. Ms. Davidson 
explained that she was unclear of which version was being proposed and pleaded that Council give fair 
attention to the opposing views held by residents. 

David Hiles, a Ward 2 resident, addressed the Mayor and Council in opposition to the proposed Magruder 
Pointe Development. Mr. Hiles felt it was a historic decision and asked that Council vote “no” on the 
proposal and develop a better vision of the future of the City of Hyattsville. He expressed that the area 
would be better served with the addition of a new school.

Heather Olsen, a Ward 1 resident addressed the Mayor and Council with concern regarding the proposed 
changes to the Residential Parking Program. Ms. Olsen recalled an instance in which the Department of 
Public Works (DPW) removed a sign outside her home that displayed time and access parameters and 
replaced it with a new sign containing adjusted language of which the residents were not informed 
beforehand. She requested that the City provide additional opportunities for public input. 

Sherry Cain, a Ward 1 resident, addressed the Mayor and Council in support of the proposed Magruder 
Pointe Development. Ms. Cain stated that the proposal would restore the property back to its original 
residential nature. Ms. Cain highlighted Werrlein's efforts to engage the community throughout the 
development process.

Joseph Przygrodski, a Ward 2 resident, addressed the Mayor and Council in opposition to the proposed 
Magruder Pointe Development. Mr. Pryzgrodski addressed the zoning requirements stating that they were 
in place for a reason; it lays out the desired image for forward progress. He asked that the Council vote 
against the proposal in the spirit of good planning and good governance. 

Tim Davis, a Ward 1 resident, addressed the Mayor and Council in opposition to the proposed Magruder 
Pointe Development. Mr. Davis expressed concerns for the motion in general and its lack of transparency 
on the agenda and asked that Council vote outright against the proposal. He highlighted suggestions 
made by residents and requested that Council take them under advisement. 
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Danny Schaible, a Ward 2 resident, addressed the Mayor and Council in opposition to the proposed 
Magruder Pointe Development. Mr. Schaible stated that the petition in opposition to the development plan 
had 423 signatures. He continued by relaying how closely he had been following the project development 
and that, even with his close attention, he was still unclear about what exactly was being voted on. Mr. 
Schaible cited oversights and omittances with information pertaining to the plan.   

Chris Currie, a Ward 1 resident, addressed the Mayor and Council in opposition to the proposed Magruder 
Pointe Development. Mr. Currie made comments concerning lower lot (flood plain lot) and presented 
Council a map of the park from 1929 that included all of the same amenities as that present day. He 
stressed the importance of the vote noting that the changes made would be irrevocable. Mr. Currie asked 
the Council to vote against the amendment to the table, at least in the instance of the lower lot. 

Paul Hrusa, a Ward 2 resident, addressed the Mayor and Council in opposition to the proposed Magruder 
Pointe Development. Mr. Hrusa stated that the WSSC building was not dangerous and that it had only been 
boarded and deemed defunct within the previous two months. Mr. Hrusa argued that the WSSC building 
did, in fact, add to the character of the neighborhood and requested that the parcel containing the parking 
lot remain an area available for public use. 

Lucinda Schaible, a Ward 2 resident, addressed the Mayor and Council in opposition to the proposed 
Magruder Pointe Development. Ms. Schaible expressed support for the development of an elementary 
school. 

Victoria Boucher, a Ward 2 resident, addressed the Mayor and Council in opposition to the proposed 
Magruder Pointe Development. Ms. Boucher stated that there had not been sufficient ecological studies in 
correlation with the proposed property and stressed the importance of examining the affected animal life. 
She stated that she would like to see the park be expanded to the area in which the flood plain was located 
expressed her support for the adaptive reuse of the WSSC building. 

James Danly, a Ward 1 resident, addressed the Mayor and Council in support of the proposed Magruder 
Pointe Development. Mr. Danly stated that the WSSC building was dangerous and was a place of urban 
blithe. Mr. Danly stated that the proposal was thoughtful and economically viable. 

Chris Davidson, a Ward 2 resident, addressed the Mayor and Council in opposition to the proposed 
Magruder Pointe Development. Mr. Davidson stated that he did not support the amendment to the table 
of uses, especially for the lower lot, and stressed that the lower lot could provide much needed land to be 
used for public events. 

David Marshall, a Ward 2 resident, addressed the Mayor and Council regarding the proposed Residential 
Parking Zone Ordinance. Mr. Marshall expressed concerns for paying fees for residential parking. And stated 
that he disagreed with many parts of the ordinance but wanted to focus on the fees. Mr. Marshall addressed 
the proposed Magruder Pointe Development and stated that the City did not own the property. Mr. 
Marshall noted that two previous Councilmembers spoke at public comment and did not vote to purchase 
the property when they were in office. 

5) Presentations (8:25 p.m. - 8:30 p.m.)

5.a) Presentation of Check to Special Olympics of Prince George's County (5 minutes)
HCC-380-FY18
Lead Sponsor: At the Request of the City Administrator
Co-Sponsor(s): N/A
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Chris Militello, Coach of the Hyattsville Special Olympics Cycling team, introduced Pete and Todd from 
Route 1 Velo who shared an overview of the collaboration between Route 1 Velo and the Special Olympics 
and presented a check to Hyattsville Special Olympics for $8,400.

Mayor Hollingsworth requested a moment to honor Hyattsville Police Chief, Douglas Holland, and cited 
that the meeting would be his last in the role. 

6) Consent Items (8:30 p.m. - 8:35 p.m.)

6.s) Disbursement of Mayor’s Discretionary Funds 
HCC-393-FY18
Lead Sponsor: Hollingsworth 
Co-Sponsor(s): N/A
I move that the Mayor and Council approve a contribution of $300 from the Mayor’s discretionary funds 
for the City of Hyattsville’s sponsorship of the Prince George’s African American Museum and Cultural 
Center’s Family Day scheduled for June 16, 2018.

6.t) Disbursement of Ward 4 Discretionary Funds 
HCC-395-FY18
Lead Sponsor: Haba
Co-Sponsor(s): Perry 
I move that the Mayor and Council approve the disbursement of the balance ($1,000) of Ward 4's Council 
Discretionary Funds for the purpose of commissioning and installing 3-4 mini-libraries in Ward 4.

6.a) Proclamation of Caribbean-American Heritage Month
HCC-376-FY18
Lead Sponsor: At the Request of the City Administrator
Co-Sponsor(s): N/A

Cover Page 
Caribbean_American_Heritage_Month_2018.docx 

I move that the Mayor and Council authorize an expenditure not to exceed $120,000 to NZI Construction, 
Inc. for improvements to sidewalks and roads to remediate ADA compliance and pedestrian safety 
deficiencies in the areas around Hyattsville Elementary, St Jerome's, and Hyattsville Middle Schools.

6.b) Proclamation of Lesbian, Gay, Bisexual, Transgender, and Queer (LGBTQ) Pride Month
HCC-375-FY18
Lead Sponsor: At the Request of the City Administrator
Co-Sponsor(s): N/A

Cover Page 
LGBTQ_Pride_Month_2018.docx 

I move that the Mayor and Council proclaim June 2018 as Lesbian, Gay, Bisexual, 
Transgender and Queer (LGBTQ) Pride Month in the City of Hyattsville.

Ward 1 Councilmember Bart Lawrence made a motion to amend the language in consent item 6.b) to state 
“Proclamation of Lesbian, Gay, Bisexual, Transgender, and Queer+ Pride Month”
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RESULT: APPROVED [UNANIMOUS]
MOVER: Lawrence
SECONDER: Perry
AYES: Hollingsworth, Haba, Lawrence, Croslin, Warner, Suiter, Wright, Perry, Solomon, Spell 
NAYS: None
ABSENT: Ward

6.c) Hyattsville Ordinance 2018-03: Ch. 84 Parks and Recreational Facilities - Modification 
HCC-38-FY18 
Lead Sponsor: At the Request of the City Administrator
Co-Sponsor(s): N/A

Cover Page 
Ordinance_2018-03_Ch 84 Park_Hours_FINAL.docx

I move that the Mayor and Council adopt Hyattsville Ordinance 2018-03, an Ordinance whereby the City of 
Hyattsville amends Chapter 84 of the Hyattsville Code to change the hours during which public parks are 
open; remove references to the former Department of Parks and Recreation; remove certain express 
requirements regarding permits and fees for recreational facilities and the use of parks for certain activities, 
and relegate the regulation thereof to the City Administrator; repeal the prohibition on children with 
contagious diseases or skin infections from using parks; and remove references to the Parks and Recreation 
Committee (SECOND READING/ADOPTION). 

6.d) FY18 Budget Amendment: Building Maintenance
HCC-345-FY18
Lead Sponsor: At the Request of the City Administrator
Co-Sponsor(s): N/A

Cover Page 

I move that the Mayor and Council amend and increase the FY-2018 Building Maintenance
Division operating budget in contracted services to cover the Office Care cleaning contract,
NTE $40,000

6.e) Arundel Place Water and Sewer Project - Design and Permits
HCC-368-FY18
Lead Sponsor: At the Request of the City Administrator
Co-Sponsor(s): N/A

Cover Page  

I move that the Mayor and Council authorize the expenditure of an amount NTE $45,000 with Johnson, 
Mirmiran, & Thompson (JMT) under their existing contract for the completion of design and permitting for 
the Arundel Place Water and Sewer Line Project.

6.f) Arundel Place Water and Sewer Project – Installation
HCC-355-FY18
Lead Sponsor: At the Request of the City Administrator
Co-Sponsor(s): N/A

Cover Page 
PM0005A15 - Amendment #1.pdf 
PM0005A15_Contract and NTP_MA Utilities.pdf 
S_20150130173059.pdf 
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I move that the Mayor and City Council authorize the City Administrator to expend an amount not to
exceed (NTE) $305,000, with Mid-Atlantic Utilities, Inc. for the extension of water and sewer lines on
Arundel Place.

6.g) Arundel Place Water and Sewer Project - Road Restoration
HCC-367-FY18
Lead Sponsor: At the Request of the City Administrator
Co-Sponsor(s): N/A

Cover Page 

I move that the Mayor and Council authorize the expenditure of an amount NTE $50,000 from the Capital
Improvement (CIP) Funds under the existing contract with NZI Construction, Inc. for the restoration of
Baltimore Avenue and Arundel Place.

6.h) FY18 Budget Amendment: 37th Place Sidewalk Installation
HCC-370-FY18
Lead Sponsor: At the Request of the City Administrator
Co-Sponsor(s): N/A

Cover Page 
August 2017 - 37th pl council motion.pdf 

I move that the Mayor and Council amend and increase the 2018 CIP budget to cover the additional cost of 
the 37th Place Sidewalk Installation project from $35,000 to $45,000 and increase the existing NZI 
Construction, Inc. contract to cover these costs.

6.i) FY18 Budget Appropriation: Grant from County Councilwoman Deni Taveras
HCC-381-FY18
Lead Sponsor: At the Request of the City Administrator
Co-Sponsor(s): N/A

Cover Page 

I move that the Mayor and Council amend the 2018 operating budget and accept and appropriate a
Special Appropriation Grant from County Councilwoman Deni Taveras for $2,600 to support the summer
reading program conducted by the Hyattsville Education Advisory Committee.  

6.j) Photo Copier Lease - Award of Contract     
HCC-382-FY18
Lead Sponsor: At the Request of the City Administrator
Co-Sponsor(s): N/A

Cover Page 
Memo - Photo Copier Lease .docx 

I move the City Council accept the proposal submitted by Capitol Office Solutions, 9065 Guilford Road,
Columbia, Maryland 21046, and authorize the City Administrator to execute a 36-month lease for photo
copier equipment and services, subject to the review and approval of the City Attorney. 
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6.k) Appointment to the Shade Tree Board
HCC-383-FY18
Lead Sponsor: Hollingsworth
Co-Sponsor(s): Perry, Warner

Cover Page 
Committee Application_Johnson.pdf 

I move that the Mayor, with Council approval, appoint Taylor Johnson (Ward 1) to the Shade Tree Board for 
a term of 3 years to expire on June 4, 2021.

6.l) Transportation Provision for Joe's Movement Emporium Summer Camp
HCC-384-FY18
Lead Sponsor: At the Request of the City Administrator
Co-Sponsor(s): N/A

Cover Page 

I move that the Mayor and Council authorize the City Administrator to execute a contract with Joe's
Movement Emporium to provide transportation services for youth participating in their summer camp,
upon the review and approval by the City Attorney for legal sufficiency.

6.n) Re-appointment to the Health, Wellness, and Recreation Advisory Committee
HCC-386-FY18
Lead Sponsor: Warner
Co-Sponsor(s): N/A

Cover Page 
Re-appointment Dyann Waugh 5-31-18.pdf

I move that the Mayor and Council re-appoint Dyann Waugh (Ward 2) to the Health, Wellness,
and Recreation Advisory Committee for a term of 2 years to expire on June 4, 2020.

6.o) Hyatt Park Placemaking Project - Award of Contract
HCC-387-FY18
Lead Sponsor: At the Request of the City Administrator
Co-Sponsor(s): N/A 

Cover Page 
Memo - Public Placemaking - Hyatt Park Contract Awards.docx

I move that the City Council authorize the City Administrator to execute a purchase order
with NZI Construction Corp, 11601 Spruce Avenue, Beltsville, Maryland 20705 for site
improvements at Hyatt Park in an amount not to exceed $210,000 and further authorize a
purchase order with Gametime c/o Cunningham Recreation, PO Box 240981, Charlotte, NC
28224 for the furnishing of recreational equipment and amenities in an amount not to exceed
$208,000.

6.p) FY18 Budget Appropriation: Hyatt Park Contract Approval - Electrical Design and Permits
HCC-385-FY18
Lead Sponsor: At the Request of the City Administrator
Co-Sponsor(s): N/A

Cover Page 
Hyatt Park Electrical.pdf
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I move that the Mayor and Council authorize the transfer of $25,000 from Capital Outlay
Municipal Building to Capital Outlay Site Improvement All Parks for the purpose of the
completing electrical design work required for the Hyatt Park Place-making project, and I
further move that the Mayor and Council authorize the City Administrator to enter into a
contract with Johnson, Mirmiran, and Thompson for the electrical design and engineering
NTE $25,000.

6.q) Dataprise
HCC-388-FY18
Lead Sponsor: At the Request of the City Administrator
Co-Sponsor(s): N/A

Cover Page 

I move the City Council authorize the City Administrator to execute a contract for services
with Dataprise Inc. to provide the City with managed IT services at a monthly re-occurring fee
not to exceed $15,000.

6.r) Disbursement of Ward 5 Discretionary Funds
HCC-389-FY18
Lead Sponsor: Solomon
Co-Sponsor(s): Spell

Cover Page 

I move that the Mayor and Council approve the disbursement of Ward 5's Council
Discretionary Funds as follows:
a) $250 for the purchase of food for a Hamilton Street Business District Meeting
b) $250 for the Rosa Parks Elementary School Soccer Program Fund

6.m) Hyattsville Ordinance 2018-04:  Fiscal Year 2019 Budget Ordinance
HCC-361-FY18
Lead Sponsor: At the Request of the City Administrator
Co-Sponsor(s): N/A

Cover Page 
HO 2018-04_FY2019 Final Budget Ordinance 5 15 2018.pdf 
University Town Center Special Tax Report 2018-2019.pdf 
FY-2019 Total FTEs.pdf 
Final_Budget_Memo_FY2019 (1).docx 

I move that the Mayor and Council adopt Hyattsville Ordinance 2018-04, adopting an annual budget for 
Fiscal Year 2019 beginning July 1, 2018 through June 30, 2019, for the General Purpose; fixing the tax rates 
for the Fiscal Year beginning July 1, 2018; authorizing collection of taxes herein levied, and appropriating 
funds for the Fiscal Year (SECOND READING/ADOPTION).

City Treasurer Ron Brooks updated technical language within the cover page attachment for consent item 
6.m). 
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RESULT: APPROVED, AS AMENDED [UNANIMOUS]
MOVER: Haba
SECONDER: Lawrence
AYES: Hollingsworth, Haba, Lawrence, Croslin, Warner, Suiter, Wright, Perry, Solomon, Spell 
NAYS: None
ABSENT: Ward

   
7) Motion to Close (8:35 p.m. - 8:55 p.m.)

7.a) Motion to Close (20 minutes)
HCC-378-FY18
Lead Sponsor: Haba
Co-Sponsor(s): Solomon

Cover Page 

I move that the Mayor and Council close the Council Meeting of June 4, 2018, to consider the
acquisition of real property and matters related thereto. The reason for closing the meeting
under this exception is to protect the City’s bargaining position. The meeting will also be
closed so that the Mayor and Council may receive legal advice. The reason for closing the
meeting under this exception is to protect attorney-client communications.

This session will be closed under the authority of the Annotated Code of Maryland State
Government General Provisions Article Section 3-305(b) (3) to consider the acquisition of real
property for a public purpose and matters directly related to the acquisition and 3-305(b) (7) to
consult with counsel to obtain legal advice.

RESULT: APPROVED [UNANIMOUS]
MOVER: Haba
SECONDER: Solomon
AYES: Hollingsworth, Haba, Lawrence, Croslin, Warner, Wright, Suiter, Perry, Solomon, Spell
NAYS: None
ABSENT: Ward

Pursuant to the requirement of the Annotated Code of Maryland State Government Article 3-306(C)(2); this 
statement is included in these minutes:

A closed session of the Council of the City of Hyattsville was held at 9:00 p.m. on Monday, June 4, 2018, in 
the City of Hyattsville Municipal Building, Third Floor Council Chambers. 

In addition to the City Council, the following staff members were present: City Administrator Tracey E. 
Nicholson, Assistant City Administrator Jim Chandler, City Treasurer Ron Brooks, City Clerk Laura Reams, 
and City Attorney E. I. Cornbrooks, IV.

Council Vice President Ward was absent.

The authority under which the session was closed was the Annotated Code of Maryland State Government 
General Provisions Article Section 3-305(b) (3) to consider the acquisition of real property for a public 
purpose and matters directly related to the acquisition and 3-305(b) (7) to consult with counsel to obtain 
legal advice.



REGULAR MEETING OF THE CITY COUNCIL, HYATTSVILLE MD
JUNE 4, 2018
___________________________________________________________

Page 11 of 18

Topics Discussed: Purchase agreement with Werrlein Properties for acquisition of real property located at 
Magruder Park as described in Exhibit A.

Action Taken: None

Ward 4 Councilmember Paula Perry made a motion to adjourn the closed session, which was seconded by 
Councilmember Lawrence and approved unanimously by the Council. The closed session adjourned at 9:10
p.m. 

Upon returning to open session, Mayor Hollingsworth explained that Council had been in numerous 
discussions concerning Magruder Park and it was a collective priority that they try to preserve as much open 
space as possible when choosing how to move forward. 

Council President Haba made a motion to amend the agenda to add item HCC-390-FY18, Purchase 
Agreement with Werrlein Properties. Council approved motion to amend the agenda unanimously. 

8) Action Items (9:15 p.m. - 9:35 p.m.)
  
8.a) Purchase Agreement with Werrlein Properties
HCC-390-FY18
Sponsor: Haba 
Co-Sponsor(s): Perry
I move that the Mayor be authorized to enter into the purchase agreement with Werrlein Properties, LLC, 
for 1.81 acres of real property adjacent to Magruder Park for an amount not to exceed $250,000, subject 
to the conditions set forth in the real estate purchase agreement presented in closed session that just 
concluded. 

Council President Haba confirmed the intentions of Council to maximize the potential of the area and 
expressed his support for the development project. 

Ward 2 Councilmember Shani Warner stated that the plan did not include compensatory storage and if the 
County chose not to purchase this land it would be up to the City to use it for what would most benefit the 
residents. She clarified that the issues being discussed regarding the use of the land were separate issues. 

Ward 3 Councilmember Carrianna Suiter reiterated the sentiments of her colleagues; that the item be 
treated as separate from the development project. She stated that it was an opportunity to secure the land 
for recreational use. 

Ward 2 Councilmember Robert Croslin stated that the project purchase further reduced the density and 
expressed his support for the motion.

Ward 3 Councilmember Thomas Wright asked if it would be prudent to discuss the details in which the 
parcels of land were measured and distributed. City Attorney E. I. Cornbrooks, IV responded that the issue 
should be discussed in the general sense. 

Councilmember Lawrence referenced the comments made by Councilmember Croslin regarding the 
decrease in density. He expressed concern about the land being raised above the flood plain
and asked how the park would be affected. Councilmember Lawrence relayed his opinion that he felt it 
undermined the space. 
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Ward 5 Councilmember Joseph Solomon thanked the Council for their participation and transparency 
throughout the process. He discussed his foresight in the way the project should be presented to Prince 
George’s County officials with informed suggestions from the City of Hyattsville Council. He provided his 
knowledge of the protocol going forward regarding the water run-off into the park stating that it had been 
established that mitigation would be required.

Councilmember Wright stated that he liked the opportunity they had to acquire the property but was 
concerned that they were not going to get any public feedback on the proposal, but public feedback was 
vital.  

Councilmember Lawrence posed a question to Assistant City Administrator Jim Chandler regarding what 
portion of the 1.81 acres was classified as the easement area.

Assistant City Administrator Chandler and City Planner Katie Gerbes requested some additional time in 
order to provide an adequate response. 

Councilmember Warner addressed Councilmember Wright’s comment by stating that she had heard from 
the public and there was strong interest in preserving public space. She continued that the discussion would 
be an opportunity for Council to preserve as much open space as possible in the park and that a discussion 
on the table of uses would be entirely separate. Councilmember Warner noted the shape and location of 
the parcel was more useable and better than other alternatives. 

Councilmember Warner recognized that the Council had heard the opinions of the community and that 
there was a strong movement to keep as much open space as possible. She explained what part of the 
legislation process they were exercising and what was to be expected going forward. 

RESULT: APPROVED [7 - 3]
MOVER: Haba
SECONDER: Perry
AYES: Haba, Croslin, Warner, Suiter, Perry, Solomon, Spell
NAYS: Hollingsworth, Lawrence, Wright
ABSENT: Ward

8.b) CSP-18002: Magruder Pointe (45 minutes)
HCC-371-FY18
Sponsor: At the request of the City Administrator
Co-Sponsor(s): N/A
I move the City Council authorize the Mayor to send correspondence to the Maryland-National Capital Park 
& Planning Commission in support of the conceptual site plan application for Magruder Pointe (CSP-18002), 
an amendment to the Gateway Arts District Table of Uses to permit both detached and attached residential 
dwelling units within boundary the subject properties with the condition that the applicant shall be limited 
to a cumulative density of not greater than nine (9) dwelling units per acre.  The correspondence shall also 
express the City's concerns that residential development on the lower parcel diminishes the opportunity 
for enabling the future expansion of Magruder Park.

Cover Page 
CSP Action Memo FINAL.docx 
Previous_Development_Applications_for_WSSC_Building.docx 
CSP-18002.pdf 
SOJ CSP-18002.pdf 
Zoning Map.PNG 
Character Area Map.PNG 
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TRN Summary.PNG 
TRN Goals and Recommendations.pdf 
Sec._27_548.19.___Introduction.doc 
Table of Uses - Residential TRN.pdf 
Planning Committee Minutes - Adopted - 02.27.2018.pdf 
Planning Committee Minutes - 03.20.2018 Pending.pdf 

Councilmember Warner stated that she would be respecting the will of her constituents and would vote 
“no” on the motion. She expressed her concern that the viewpoints may have been overly optimistic and 
that the developers may be reluctant to do business.  

Councilmember Wright stated that the focal issue was deciding whether to amend the table of uses. He 
expressed that the decision couldn’t be taken lightly, and the action taken should reflect the broader 
interest of the community. He clarified a comment he made two weeks prior stating that there was 
overwhelming opposition; cited figures from the clerk's office. Councilmember Wright recognized the hard 
work of City staff and officials and ultimately stated that he would vote “no” on the motion.

Council President Haba confirmed that he had listened to constituent comments and had taken all of the 
varying opinions into consideration. He recounted the main points in the measure and reiterated the 
purposes and potential repercussions of each. Council President Haba addressed the possibility of a school 
being built on the parcel and stated he did not know the current status of that discussion. He closed by 
expressing his support for the amending of the table of uses. 

Councilmember Suiter noted her understanding that there were many strong opinions regarding the land 
and that it carries a sentimental importance with the residents of Hyattsville. She stressed that the decision 
must be made carefully but felt that there were other areas to be used to welcome new neighbors and 
residents. Councilmember Suiter stated that she would vote “no” on the measure.  

Councilmember Croslin stated that he had been a resident for over 30 years and hadn’t seen such a divisive 
issue. He expressed that he hoped a respectful dialogue could continue so the City could make progress 
and still remain connected as a community. 

Councilmember Lawrence expressed his appreciation for the civility among opponents when arguing the 
issues concerning the project. He felt that the area could be used differently to maximize potential. He 
confirmed that he would be voting “no” on the motion. 

Ward 5 Councilmember Erica Spell stated that she has seen previous Councils remain stagnant when faced 
with the decision and she felt it would be best to make progress. She stated that she would be voting in 
support of the motion. 

Mayor Hollingsworth stated that the preference of the community is evident, and she would be voting “no” 
on the motion. She cited the sustainability plan and vision for the future. 

Councilmember Solomon thanked residents for their continued comments and participation on the project. 
He had heard comments and opinions on several aspects of the project and would be taking them into 
account when making his decision. 

Mayor Hollingsworth requested a roll call vote on the motion. 
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RESULT: FAILED [4 – 6]
MOVER: Haba
SECONDER: Perry
AYES: Haba, Croslin, Perry, Spell
NAYS: Hollingsworth, Lawrence, Warner, Suiter, Wright, Solomon
ABSENT: Ward

Mayor Hollingsworth spoke regarding communication sent to Park and Planning and stated that it should 
indicate that the Council’s desire to maintain open space and getting adequate information regarding 
stormwater management. 

Councilmember Warner commented on open space and the importance of public use when considering 
the function of the area. 

Maryor Hollingsworth asked City Attorney Cornbrooks to prepare a resolution for consideration by the 
Council that stated its will regarding the lower parcel. Councilmember Lawrence made a motion to amend
the language of the motion. After discussion from the Mayor, Council, and staff, the motion stated: “I move 
the City Council authorize the Mayor to send correspondence to the Maryland-National Capital Park & 
Planning Commission stating that the Council does not support the amendment to the table of uses as it is 
not consistent with the traditional residential neighborhood or the criteria and characteristics of open 
space.”

RESULT: FAILED [5 – 5]
MOVER: Lawrence
SECONDER: Warner
AYES: Hollingsworth, Lawrence, Warner, Wright, Suiter
NAYS: Haba, Croslin, Perry, Spell, Solomon
ABSENT: Ward 

Mayor Hollingsworth and Councilmember Warner discussed communications that should be conveyed to 
County officials and community residents and decided that a formal letter explaining that the Council did 
not approve a change to the table of uses would be needed. A motion was made by Council to provide 
a letter stating their position. 

RESULT: APPROVED [8 – 2]
MOVER: Lawrence
SECONDER: Solomon
AYES: Hollingsworth, Lawrence, Croslin, Warner, Suiter, Wright, Solomon, Spell
NAYS: Haba, Perry
ABSENT: Ward

  
9.a) 6009 35th Ave. Zoning Variance Request (V-10-18) (10 minutes) HCC-
369-FY18
Lead Sponsor: At the Request of the City Administrator
Co-Sponsor(s): N/A
I move the City Council authorize the City Administrator to issue correspondence to the Prince
George's County Board of Zoning Appeals stating the City of Hyattsville's opposition to V-10-18, a
zoning variance application for the subject property at 6009 35th Avenue, Hyattsville to permit a 6.5%
total lot coverage and impervious surface in excess of 25% of the total front yard square footage.
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6009_35th_Ave_Variance.docx
City of Hyattsville Zoning Variance Policy Statement and Variance Process 10 3 11.pdf
V-10-18 6009 35th Avenue - BZA Referral.pdf
6009 35th Ave_05232018.pdf

Assistant City Administrator Jim Chandler explained the details and history of the motion a stated that the 
Planning Committee did not support the motion and would not be recommending approval. 

RESULT: APPROVED [UNANIMOUS]
MOVER: Haba
SECONDER: Perry
AYES: Hollingsworth, Haba, Lawrence, Croslin, Warner, Perry, Suiter, Wright, Solomon, Spell
NAYS: None
ABSENT: Ward

9) Discussion Items (9:50 p.m. - 10:35 p.m.)

10.a) Amendment to Chapter 114, Article IV:  Residential Parking Zones (15 minutes)
HCC-348-FY18
Lead Sponsor: At the Request of the City Administrator 
Co-Sponsor(s): N/A

Ordinance 2018 Residential Parking (Ch. 114) 5-8-2018.pdf
MM Re Ordinance 2018 Residential Parking (Ch. 114) 5-7-2018 Comments.pdf

Assistant City Administrator Chandler stated that no changes had been made to the document since its last 
discussion; grammatical edits discussed would be added after adoption. The version presented to Council 
contained language would be omitted when it returned for adoption. Mr. Chandler noted that the fee would 
be removed for the application. 

Councilmember Wright posed questions to Assistant City Administrator to confirm that no application fee 
would be charged, and no zoning changes were to be made. Mr. Chandler responded that no changes had 
been made to geographical areas and intended on checking with Public Works to make sure signage would 
be addressed. City Administrator Tracey Nicholson added that she had reached out regarding the public 
comment and that if anything were to change, notifications were to follow.

Councilmember Lawrence stated his concern regarding rental properties and the cases in which the 
landlords are not local. Mr. Chandler stated that the owner is the cosigner of the permit and it would be his 
or her responsibility to acknowledge that renters are using the permit.

Ward 4 Councilmember Paula Perry expressed concern that unless you have regular, frequent audits of 
every home in a ward, drivers would move to an unregulated area making the parking ordinances 
unenforceable. 

Council President Haba addressed the comments of Councilmember Lawrence offering an idea that places 
liability on the landlord to inform the tenant of the permit process, but the tenant would be responsible for 
car ownership and all attributable requirements from the City. 
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Mayor Hollingsworth asked to confirm that the issue would be revisited in July; Assistant City Administrator 
Jim Chandler stated that a second reading was scheduled for August and information would be available at
the Summer Jam event. City Administrator Nicholson recollected that it had been discussed to have another 
public hearing on June 16. 

9.b) DSP-18003: Landy Property (Infrastructure Only) (15 minutes) HCC-
335-FY18
Lead Sponsor: At the Request of the City Administrator
Co-Sponsor(s): N/A 

Infrastructure_DSP_Discussion_Memo_FINAL.docx
DSP Infrastructure.pdf
Landscape and Lighting Plan.pdf
Tree Conservation Plan.pdf
Planning Committee Minutes - 05.15.18.docx

Community Planner Katie Gerbes summarized the Landy property proposal stating that the area contains 
341 townhomes and a preliminary plan of the subdivision had been approved and was moving to the 
approval phase for the detailed site plan in order to begin phase one of infrastructure. Ms. Gerbes explained 
plan details of the development's streets, landscaping, lighting, and recreational amenities. 

Councilmember Wright stated he would like to consider making the area a public park and would also like 
to elaborate on Planning Committee comments regarding the entrance space. He relayed that the area 
should less exclusive and that part of the surrounding area and there was a portion that lied outside of the 
city that he felt should be pursued for annexation. Mr. Chandler anticipated that an opportunity to do so 
would present itself in the future. Councilmember Lawrence agreed with pursuing the area as a public park. 

Councilmember Wright discussed details regarding the aesthetics of portions of the land, grading, and 
seeding with the Assistant City Administrator and the Community Planner. 

Mayor Hollingsworth described her understanding of the financing and maintenance of a private park and 
asked whether there were any legal restrictions regarding the public use of the parks to which Mr. Chandler 
replied that owners would be permitted to post no trespassing signage, for instance and other entitlements 
allowed for the owner. They continued to discuss ways in which the City could reduce Homeowners 
Association costs and Mayor Hollingsworth stated that, ideally, she would like the area for public use 
without placing additional burden on the City. 

9.c) DSP-17044: Riverfront at West Hyattsville Architecture Plan (15 minutes)
HCC-360-FY18
Lead Sponsor: At the Request of the City Administrator
Co-Sponsor(s): N/A

DSP-17044 Discussion Memo FINAL.docx
Architecture Plan DSP-17044
DSP-17044 Landscape Plan
DSP-17044 Statement of Justification
Planning Committee Minutes - 05.15.18.docx

Assistant City Administrator Jim Chandler summarized the proposal stating the plan considered 183 
townhouses and that the application was sent to the Planning Committee and comments were included in 
the memo. He stated that the Committee recommended that the front elevations of the townhouses that 
face prominent locations be of a material and texture that is consistent with the frontage; asking that the 
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applicant make changes to the architectural package. Mr. Chandler then addressed rear units stating that 
they are beige and that you will see a row of beige houses and it might have been helpful to change some 
of the colors to offer some variety. To that point, all comments were limited to the architectural package. 

Councilmember Wright provided comments regarding the initial reaction to the plan and recalled 
unanimous concern with monochromatic architectural feel of the development and noted that the location 
offered an opportunity to give the facade more of a “wow factor”. He expressed his overall satisfaction with 
the neighborhood. 

Council President Haba proclaimed his support for the recommendations of the Planning Committee. 

10) Council Dialogue

Council discussed items of interest and upcoming events and meetings within the City. Councilmember 
Warner expressed her opinion that not enough attention had been given to Chief Holland considering his 
impending retirement and wanted to recognize his importance to the City. She cited her collaboration with 
Chief Holland as a member of neighborhood watch, his support and assistance for the City through trying 
times; sitting as the Acting City Administrator. Ms. Warner stressed the importance of confidence in one’s 
leaders and wished Chief Holland well in his future endeavors. She expressed that she was moved by the 
involvement of the residents in the community and valued their ongoing correspondence. 

11) Community Notices and Meetings

11.a) City Calendar: June 5 – July 16, 2018
HCC-377-FY18
Lead Sponsor: At the Request of the City Administrator
Co-Sponsor(s): N/A

Cover Page 
Main City Calendar_Jun 5 - Jul 16 2018.docx

12) Motion to Close

12.a) Motion to Close 
NOTE: The Council would not return to open session. 
HCC-379-FY18
Lead Sponsor: Hollingsworth 
Co-Sponsor(s): N/A

Cover Page 

I move that the Mayor and Council close the Council Meeting of June 4, 2018 in order to discuss a 
performance evaluation and to protect the employee's confidentiality on these matters. 

This session will be closed under the authority of the Annotated Code of Maryland State Government 
General Provisions Article Section 3-305(b) (1) To discuss the appointment, employment, assignment, 
promotion, discipline, demotion, compensation, removal, resignation, or performance evaluation of 
appointees, employees, or officials over whom this public body has jurisdiction; any other personnel matter 
that affects one or more specific individuals.



REGULAR MEETING OF THE CITY COUNCIL, HYATTSVILLE MD
JUNE 4, 2018
___________________________________________________________

Page 18 of 18

RESULT: APPROVED [UNANIMOUS]
MOVER: Haba
SECONDER: Lawrence
AYES: Hollingsworth, Haba, Lawrence, Croslin, Warner, Suiter, Wright, Perry, Solomon, Spell
NAYS: None
ABSENT: Ward

Pursuant to the requirement of the Annotated Code of Maryland State Government Article 3-104(1)(2); this 
statement is included in these minutes:

A closed session of the Council of the City of Hyattsville was held at 11:18 p.m. on June 4, 2018, in the City 
of Hyattsville Municipal Building, Third Floor Council Chambers. 

In addition to the City Council, the following staff members were present: Director of Human Resources, 
Vivian Snellman. 

The authority under which the session was closed was the Annotated Code of Maryland State Government 
General Provisions Article Section 3-305(b)(1)(i) – To discuss the appointment, employment, assignment, 
promotion, discipline, demotion, compensation, removal, resignation, or performance evaluation of an 
appointee, employee, or official over whom it has jurisdiction

Topics Discussed: Performance review of the City Administrator.

Action Taken: None

The closed session ended at 11:30 p.m.


