
 

AGENDA MEMO 

To: Davidson Board of Commissioners 

From: Jason Burdette, Planning Director 

Date: December 3, 2019 

Re: Martin-Worth-Henderson House Historic Landmark Public Hearing (310 Concord Road) 

OVERVIEW 
Constructed c. 1898, the Martin-Worth-Henderson House initially served as the residence of two 

Davidson College presidents, symbolizing the symbiotic relationship between the Town and 

Davidson College. The property is an example of vernacular adaptation of the Queen Anne style 

and features original wood siding, eave returns, and sawn floral elements and rosettes in the 

gable on the main façade. The property is of local architectural and historical importance due to 

its association with Mary Turpin Martin and Lucy Battle Martin, its use as a boarding house, and 

its architecture.  

A public hearing was held November 12, 2019; there were no comments.   

REQUESTED ACTION 
Consider adoption of ordinance designating 310 Concord Rd. a Historic Landmark.  

RELATED TOWN GOALS 

Strategic Plan Alignment 

Land Use: (Goal 1) The Town of Davidson will align land use policies including revision of 

development processes, zoning, and regulations to preserve our architectural history, manage 

residential growth, reduce the scale of future development, and enhance downtown (i.e., connect 

North and South Main Streets). 

Historic Preservation: (Goal 3) The Town of Davidson will preserve our historically significant 

structures to retain our authenticity as a historic, small college town. 

Partnerships: (Goal 9) The Town of Davidson will build on existing relationships to strengthen 

partnerships with strategic organizations and institutions.  

 

Core Values 

Davidson’s traditional character is that of a small, historic college town, so land planning will 

reflect its historic patterns of village-centered growth including connection of neighborhoods, 

preservation of our historic resources, conservation of rural area, and provision of public spaces. 



OPTIONS/PROS & CONS 
Options: Adopt an ordinance designating the Martin-Worth-Henderson House as a local historic 

landmark on December 3, 2019. 

Pros: Landmark designation means the community recognizes the property is worth of 

preservation because of its special significance to the local community. Any substantial changes 

in design, materials, and appearance to the property is subject to design review by the Charlotte-

Mecklenburg Landmarks Commission.  

Cons: N/A 

NEXT STEPS 
December 3, 2019: Board of Commissioner consideration of adoption of landmark designation 

 


