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Since the 1970s, Park City has committed to preserving our local history, vernacular 
architecture, and unique character through various historic preservation efforts. The 
purpose of this report is to serve as an update to City Council on the past, ongoing, and 
future projects of Historic Preservation.  
 
Each of the last serveral General Plans and vision documents recognize historic 
preservation as central to retaining the authenticy of a thriving “real” community, and 
historic Main Street is consistently acknowledged as the heart and soul of the 
community.  In conjuction with skiing and recreation, historic preservation remains 
central to the town’s signature identity.  
 
The Historic Districts, especially Main Street, figure heavily in nearly all world-wide 
imagery and branding of Park City.  Main Street and the surrounding commercial areas 
function as the social and dining core of the community and are central in nearly all 
large community events. The Historic residential districts function as a strong partner in 
framing our important cultural values and how we keep Park City Park City.  Staff 
continues to work on measures of economic and cultural success for the districts, but 
development pressures requires constrant protection of the Historic Districts and 
remains a vital mission of the City.  
 
Acronymns
HCB   Historic Commercial Business  
HPB   Historic Preservation Board 
HSI   Historic Sites Inventory 
ILS   Intensive Level Survey 
NRHP National Register of Historic       

Places 

PCMC   Park City Municipal Corporation 
RLS  Reconaissance Level Survey 

(sometimes known as a 
“windshield” survey) 

SWCA  SWCA Environmental 
Consulting  

 
Background  
The purpose of this report is to update City Council on the ongoing and future Historic 
Preservation efforts of the city. For the history of Park City historic preservation efforts 
since the 1960s, see the September 13, 2018 City Council Staff Communications 
Report. Staff has included efforts since the last Historic Preservation Quarterly Update 
below: 
 

https://legistarweb-production.s3.amazonaws.com/uploads/attachment/pdf/238170/Historic_Preservation_Staff_Report.pdf
https://legistarweb-production.s3.amazonaws.com/uploads/attachment/pdf/238170/Historic_Preservation_Staff_Report.pdf


2019  McPolin Barn tours start. 

 Updates to the Design Guidelines approved by City Council on May 16, 2019. 

 Updated illustrated Design Guidelines document estimated to be done 2020. 

 The Permitting Process Task Force is created to identify the areas of the 
process to work through and make more efficient.  

 Staff continues to work on the Historic District Grant Program. 

 
Current Preservation Efforts 
 
In Progress: 
1. Historic District Grant Program.  Staff began meeting with the HPB in August 

2017 to discuss implementing the recommendations to restructure the grant 
program. Staff has continued working on updates to be reviwed and proposed to be 
approved in late 2019 to early 2020. Updates include changing the available grant 
categories from “first-come-first-serve” grants to an annual review of A) smaller 
repair grants capped at $5,000 and B) larger competitive grants that exceed $5,000. 
Staff finds involving the Permitting Process Task Force would be beneficial in 
providing feedback to the updates. 
 
Staff has created a draft timeline of the Grant Program, and has found in order to 
make the Grant Program process work, the applicants must have a Final Action 
Approval Letter (either in the form of a Historic District Design Review Waiver Letter 
or Historic Preservation Board Final Action, depending on the scope of work) prior to 
submitting the grant application. This is due to the fact that the fiscal year grant 
funds do not rollover and cannot be awarded after the grant-year cycle has ended 
(June 30th every year). 
 

2. Expansion of the National Register Main Street District. After the Intensive Level 
Survey Completed by CRSA in 2016, a Main Street Distict expansion was 
recommended. An RFP was sent out, and the Planning Department contracted 
SWCA Environmental Consultants to update the 1979 National Register of Historic 
Places nomination and increase the district boundary to the southern end of Main 
Street to include 16 properties (primarily residential). This was done to further 
designate important structures for their historic significance, which assures 
protective review of Federal projects that might adversely affect (i.e. damage, 
change of setting, etc.) the character of the historic property. The expansion also 
allows the included properties to be qualified for certain tax credits for rehabilitation.  
 
The application is currently under review by the U.S. National Park Service and will 
be edited by SWCA as directed by the review authority. HPB forwarded a positive 
recommendation to the State National Register Coordinator on January 16, 2019 
Staff Report (pg 71) and minutes (pg 2). See City Council Staff Communications 
Report December 11, 2018 (page 32). 
 

3. Character Zone Study. The Planning Department has also contracted SWCA to 
complete a preliminary analysis of historic neighborhood character zones and 

https://www.parkcity.org/Home/ShowDocument?id=60795
https://www.parkcity.org/Home/ShowDocument?id=61973
https://d3n9y02raazwpg.cloudfront.net/parkcity/9b961759-4fd3-4d27-bdaa-cf6f06a008d7-01133467-6d34-44a8-a801-0746aa501208-1544468124.pdf
https://d3n9y02raazwpg.cloudfront.net/parkcity/9b961759-4fd3-4d27-bdaa-cf6f06a008d7-01133467-6d34-44a8-a801-0746aa501208-1544468124.pdf


cultural landscape protections. The first character zone study of Main Street and 
Upper Park was completed Spring 2019. The goal is to review the findings for 
supplemental use in the Design Guidelines to provide more specific, area-targeted 
guidelines in terms of the differing character of the identified zones (for example, 
Daly Avenue has a different character than lower Park Avenue). 

 
SWCA will provide the completed preliminary analysis in December and staff will 
return to HPB and City Council with the findings. 

 
4. Design Guideline Revisions.  City Council approved amendements in Ordinance 

2019-06 on May 16, 2019. Currently, the amendments are available in the Land 
Management Code § 15-13.  Staff is working on updating the document to be 
cleaner and easier to use by the public with revised illustrations and photographs to 
be similar to the document available here on the Park City website.  

 

Ongoing: 
1. Historic District Branding.  Staff has continued to build a brand presence for the 

Historic District and increase awareness of the importance of historic resources.  
This includes:  

 Annual Historic Preservation Award (presented this year to the Glenwood 
Cemetery and a new art piece by Anna Leigh Moore is displayed on the main 
level of the Marsac Building). 

 Work with the Community Engagement Department to increase brand outreach 
and awareness. Last year, the Planning Department developed a brochure 
regarding regulations in Old Town.   

 As we continue to move forward with the restructured Historic District Grant 
program, there will be more opportunities for increasing public outreach and 
collaboration. 

 Staff is working on an updated and more thorough FAQ section of the Planning 
Department section of the website that will help answer questions regarding 
projects within the Historic Districts. 
 

2. Coordinating the LMC and Design Guidelines.  The updates to the Design 
Guidelines are now in the LMC and Staff will ensure consistency of lettering/ 
numbering with the new usable document. 
 
The LMC Section 15-11-12.5 Historic Preservation Board Review for Material 
Deconstruction is currently being revised and updated with respect to the areas 
identified by the Task Force in order to make the process more efficient and 
predictable. The revision involves having technical staff provide an administrative 
level review of projects that currently require Historic Preservation Board Review 
and approval. Currently, all removal of Material from a project listed on the Historic 
Sites Inventory (Historic and non-historic) requires Historic Preservation Board 
Review unless it is considered minor routine mainentance, minor construction work, 

https://www.parkcity.org/Home/ShowDocument?id=63269
https://www.parkcity.org/Home/ShowDocument?id=63269
https://parkcity.municipalcodeonline.com/book?type=ordinances#name=15-13_Design_Guidelines_For_Historic_Districts_And_Historic_Sites
https://parkcity.municipalcodeonline.com/book?type=ordinances#name=15-13_Design_Guidelines_For_Historic_Districts_And_Historic_Sites
https://www.parkcity.org/home/showdocument?id=62


or minor alterations or classified by the Planning Director as Emergency Repair 
Work, per LMC 15-11-12. 

 
3. Preservation Workshops. Staff attended the Wood Window Restoration Workshop 

hosted by Preservation Utah at the end of May and the Gravestone Preservation 
Workshop hosted by the National Park Service and Utah Division of State History at 
the end of August. There will be continued attendance of preservation workshops 
and conferences. 

 
4. Preservation Easements. The yearly easement inspections for the Park City 

Mountain Preservation Licenses were completed this Fall with the help from all of 
CDD including the Buidling Department and Engineering Department.  

 

Future: 
1. Update Historic Sites Inventory (HSI).  An Intensive Level Survey was completed 

by CRSA in 2017, and staff is working to update the HSI forms to include the 
additional information provided. The HSI will be re-adopted when the forms are 
complete. Staff plans to apply for the Utah Certified Local Government Grant 
Program for this project. 

https://parkcity.municipalcodeonline.com/book?type=ordinances#name=15-11-12_Historic_District_Or_Historic_Site_Design_Review

