
2019 California Code of Regulations, 
Title 24

Local Adoption with amendments

Commonly referred to as the California Building 
Codes

Based on 2018 International Codes

Updated every three years

Effective state-wide on Jan 1, 2020



Local Jurisdictions may 
amend State Codes 
based on specific 
unique local conditions:

 Topographic

 Geologic

 Climatic



EXAMPLES OF UNIQUE LOCAL CONDITIONS:

TOPOGRAPHIC:
 Steep hilly areas, Narrow streets, Poor access, Heavily vegetated

GEOLOGIC:
 Earthquake prone; Proximity to San Andreas and Hayward faults

CLIMATIC:
 Limited rainfall May through October; Periods of heavy rain in winter, 

leading to localized flooding & landslides

 Periods during summer & Fall with no rain, low humidity and high wind 
events (Diablo type winds) resulting in elevated fire danger



Most amendments were carried forward from the 
previous adoption.
Some new amendments were added.  Those include:

 requiring the posting of a City provided placard at locations where a building permit 
has been issued; 

 adding a provision to allow other jurisdictions to provide assistance when needed;

 increasing the penalty for performing work without a permit when required;

 providing wording to allow City Council to act as an appeals board; 

 incorporating recommended changes from the Fire Department regarding fire 
protection systems and WUI regulations; 

 restricting the use of wooden retaining walls for critical applications; 

 clarifying private swimming pool testing and safety requirements. 



We also added provisions requiring a building permit for freestanding 
masonry walls or fences over 3’ in height; and requiring roof coverings 
in all areas to be ignition-resistant Class A coverings only, essentially 
eliminating the installation of wood shake and shingle roofs



RECOMMENDED ACTION:

1.  Conduct the public hearing, take public comment;
2.  Adopt the Ordinance
3.  Due to the length of the ordinance, authorize the 
publication of a summary only within 15 days of 
adoption. 

QUESTIONS??


