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SUBJECT
Hyattsville Ordinance 2017-01: Revisions to Chapter 8, Elections Code (SECOND READING/ADOPTION)

Motion #
119-01-FY17

Recommendation:
I move that the Mayor and Council adopt Hyattsville Ordinance 2017-01, an ordinance whereby the City Council
updates chapter 8 of the Code to reflect changes in the charter regarding qualifications to vote and to make explicit
the authority of the Board of Supervisors of Elections, to provide for a Supplemental Voting Registry, to add a list of
definitions and duties so as to clarify the elections law, to specify minimum times for the polls to be open, to change
Absentee voting to Vote-by-Mail, to adjust campaign finance reporting deadlines to reflect early voting dates, to
specify certain rules, and regulations and limitations regarding campaign finance, and to outline a complaint
procedure for election law violations (SECOND READING/ADOPTION).

Sponsor(s):
At the Request of the City Administrator

ATTACHMENTS
Cover Page_Ordinance 2017-01.pdf

Chapter 8 Elections FINAL.pdf

Summary Background:
The proposed updates to Chapter 8 of the Code reflect changes in the Charter regarding qualifications to vote and to
make explicit the authority of the Board of Supervisors of Elections, to provide for a Supplemental Voting Registry,
to add a list of definitions and duties so as to clarify the elections law, to specify minimum times for the polls to be
open, to adjust campaign finance reporting deadlines to reflect early voting dates, to specify certain rules and
regulations and limitations regarding campaign finance, change the terminology from absentee ballots to
vote-by-mail and to outline a complaints procedure for elections law violations.

The Council held discussions on the proposed changes to Chapter 8, Elections Code on the following dates in 2016:
January 4, February 10, November 21,  December 5 and December 19.

Attached is the final copy of the ordinance based on the December 19 Council discussion. Major changes are
summarized below. 

- 8-1 Inserted definition of financial institution
- 8-21 (C) Insert duplicate language regarding definition of foreign nationals
- 8-21 (E) Revised to stated that a candidate or committee should open a generic bank account with a financial
institution and register the account with the City as the candidate's or political committee's campaign account.
- 8-21 (G) Inserted language restricting contributions from corporate entities
- 8-22 (D) Added language to clarify use of retained campaign funds

https://legistarweb-production.s3.amazonaws.com/uploads/attachment/pdf/47304/Cover_Page_Ordinance_2017-01.pdf
https://legistarweb-production.s3.amazonaws.com/uploads/attachment/pdf/47273/Chapter_8_Elections_FINAL.pdf


- 8-40 Inserted language that ties the violation to the date of the most recent election.

Next Steps:
A first reading was held on January 9, 2017. The item is scheduled for second reading/adoption on January 23, 2017,
with an effective date of February 12. 

Upon adoption, the Election Board will make the necessary modifications to the Board of Elections Rules and
Regulations and work with City staff to update election materials for the upcoming 2017 City Election. 

Fiscal Impact:
N/A

City Administrator Comments:
Recommend Support

Community Engagement:
The Board of Elections will publish updated elections materials reflecting adopted changes in advance of the 2017
election. 

Strategic Goals:
Goal 1 - Ensure Transparent and Accessible Governance

Legal Review Required?
Complete


