
AGENDA MEMO 

To: Davidson Board of Commissioners 

From: Lindsay Laird, Planner 

Date: November 12, 2019 

Re: Historic Preservation Ordinance Public Hearing 

OVERVIEW 
The Town of Davidson was designated as a Certified Local Government (CLG) by the State 

Historic Preservation Office (SHPO) last fall. The CLG program seeks to assist the development, 

maintenance, and enrichment of local historic preservation programs in cooperation with the 

state and federal preservation programs. The Historic Preservation Ordinance draft was created 

using the CLG Model Ordinance provided by SHPO. The purpose of working to adopt a version 

of the CLG Model Ordinance is to ensure that the town enforces appropriate state and federal 

legislation for the designation and protection of historic properties. The draft ordinance clearly 

outlines procedures for designating Historic Landmarks and Local Historic Districts, clarifies 

the process for Certificates of Appropriateness, and expands the powers and duties of the 

Historic Preservation Commission in accordance with state statute.  

The November 12, 2019 public hearing is an opportunity for commissioners to further 

understand the proposed Historic Preservation Ordinance as well as to hear input from the public 

on the proposed changes.  

REQUESTED ACTION 
For discussion only. 

RELATED TOWN GOALS 

Strategic Plan Alignment 

Historic Preservation: (Goal 3) The Town of Davidson will preserve our historically significant 

structures to retain our authenticity as a historic, small college town. 

Partnerships: (Goal 9) The Town of Davidson will build on existing relationships to strengthen 

partnerships with strategic organizations and institutions.  



 

Core Values 

Open communication is essential to an engaged citizenry, so town government will seek and 

provide accurate, timely information and promote public discussion of important issues. 

Davidson’s traditional character is that of a small, historic college town, so land planning will 

reflect its historic patterns of village-centered growth including connection of neighborhoods, 

preservation of our historic resources, conservation of rural area, and provision of public spaces. 

OPTIONS/PROS & CONS 
Options: Adopt the Historic Preservation Ordinance text amendments on December 3, 2019. 

Pros: Clearly outline procedures for designating Historic Landmarks and Local Historic 

Districts. Clearly outline procedures for issuance of Certificates of Appropriateness (COAs). 

Expand the powers and duties of the Historic Preservation Commission in accordance with state 

statute.  

Cons: N/A 

NEXT STEPS 
 November 12, 2019: Board of Commissioner public hearing 

 November 25, 2019: Planning Board recommendation  

 December 3, 2019: Board of Commissioner consideration of adoption (tentative) 

 


