
STAFF REPORT

Agenda Date: ________

Agenda Item: ________

Date: November 12, 2019

To: City Council

From: Bryan Montgomery, City Manager

Subject: Resolution of Support for a Cooperative Plan with Contra Costa County 
to Explore the Development of a Library at the former Delta Station site 
located at 210 O’Hara Avenue.

Summary 

The need for a new, expanded and stand-alone library has been long discussed. Variuos 
sites have been discussed, including on the Civic Center site that was part of the 
concerted effort and ballot measure in 2016. A general consensus has been that a 
location in or new Downtown is a preference.

The Contra Costa Sheriff’s Office has been using the County facility and property (known 
as “Delta Station and located at 210 O’Hara Avenue) for over twenty years, though the 
building did have previous uses including as a library. The Sheriff’s Office has now 
relocated and the site is available for some sort of productive re-use. The building itself is 
very old, has a number of Code-related concerns and we believe a thorough analysis will 
clearly show it is better to rebuild than to try and rehabilitate the existing building. Also, the 
building is too small for use as the Library. A consideration is that any new building could 
replicate the historical façade that exists now.

Supervisor Diane Burgis recently met with Mayor Alaura and me about the concept of 
utilizing this site for an expanded and stand-alone Oakley Library.  Supervisor Burgis will 
be present at the Council Meeting to answer any questions, but she expressed confidence
that her fellow Supervisors would likely support conveying the property to the City if a 
viable proposal for a new library is developed.  As outlined in the attached resolution, that 
cooperative plan could include further analysis of the site, the formation of an ad-hoc 
planning committee, a fiscal analysis of the proposed project, some preliminary 
engineering and architectural work, a review of financing proposals, and on-going 
coordination with the Contra Costa Library that would operate the facility. 

Fiscal Impact
If approved to proceed, various elements of the plan will cost money and a rough estimate 
at this time is $25,000 to bring a more detailed project proposal back to the City Council 
for consideration. Staff time will also be required that could also approach $25,000.
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Recommendation
Adopt the Resolution of support for a cooperative plan with Contra Costa County to 
explore the development of a Library at the former Delta Station site located at 210 
O’Hara Avenue.

Attachments
1. Rough, conceptual site plan
2. Resolution


