
STAFF REPORT
SAUSALITO CITY COUNCIL

MEETING DATE: November 1, 2019

AGENDA TITLE: Public Safety Power Shutoff Local Emergency 

LEAD DEPARTMENT: Sausalito Police Department

RECOMMENDED MOTION:

Adopt a Resolution ratifying and modifying the proclamation of the existence of a local 
emergency

SUMMARY

On October 28, 2019, the City Manager for the City of Sausalito proclaimed and 
ordered that a local emergency existed and would continue to exist for the next seven 
(7) days and hereafter by a ratification of the Sausalito City Council until its termination 
is proclaimed by the City Council.

BACKGROUND

On Wednesday, October 23, 2019, Pacific Gas and Electric (PG&E) issued a red flag 
alert for parts of Marin County and an alert of forecasted high winds on Monday through 
Thursday of the following week.  Given the severity of the situation, City staff began 
preparing for an anticipated Public Safety Power Shutoff (PSPS).

On Friday, October 25, 2019, PG&E issued a formal notice of potential PSPS due to 
increased fire risk from forecasted severe weather conditions including high 
temperatures, high winds, and low humidity.  On Saturday, October 26, 2019, Marin 
County staff and City of Sausalito staff partially activated the Emergency Operation 
Center in response to the likelihood of a PSPS.  On Saturday, October 26, 2019, at 
approximately 5:30 p.m., PG&E began to de-energize significant portions of all of Marin 
County. The City of Sausalito was left completely without electricity.



At approximately 6:00 a.m. on Monday, October 28, 2019, PG&E announced an “all 
clear” and planned to restore and re-energize the power in Marin County stating that it 
could take 24-48 hours.  At approximately 10:00 p.m. on Tuesday, October 29, 2019, 
the majority of Sausalito had electricity restored.  PG&E has forecasted that another 
PSPS would follow this current PSPS but at the time of this report, a follow on PSPS 
has not occurred.

  
DISCUSSION/ANALYSIS 

Pursuant to California Government Code section 8630 and the City of Sausalito 
Municipal Code section 2.44.050, the City Manager issued a proclamation of local 
emergency due to the conditions created by PG&E’s de-energizing the electrical system 
in Sausalito and the associated impacts to public safety and service delivery.

Adoption of the recommended ratifying resolution ratifies the proclamation of a local 
emergency issued by the City Manager on October 28, 2019.

ALTERNATIVES

The City Council has the following alternatives to consider on this matter:
1. Adopt the resolution
2. Adopt the resolution with alternatives
3. Do not adopt the resolution.  Under this alternative, the City may be limited in its 

ability to recover costs should the State of California make an official declaration 
of emergency and reimbursement funds become available.  

FISCAL IMPACT

Staff does not yet know the full fiscal impact at this time but believes it included staff 
overtime, fuel, and other items to provide continued public service to the community.

STAFF RECOMMENDATIONS

Adopt a Resolution ratifying and modifying the proclamation of the existence of a local 
emergency.

ATTACHMENTS

1. Ratifying Resolution



2. Declaration of Local Emergency
3. State of California Government Code section 8558
4. State of California Government Code section 8630
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