
MOTION: October 28, 2019
Regular Meeting

SECOND: Res. No. R-2020-14

RE: SUPPORT GENERAL ASSEMBLY IN COMMON SENSE GUN SAFETY LEGISLATION

WHEREAS, twelve years since the mass shooting at Virginia Tech and a few 
months since the mass shooting at the Virginia Beach Municipal Center, we continue to face the 
ongoing epidemic of mass shooting gun violence in our state and our nation; and

WHEREAS, in 2017, more than 39,000 Americans – including 1,028 Virginians –
died as a result of gun violence; and

WHEREAS, Virginia is one of 17 states where more people are killed annually due 
to gun violence than die in car accidents; and

WHEREAS, in Virginia, women are killed with guns by intimate partners at a 
higher rate than the national average; and

WHEREAS, suicide rates in Virginia are slowly increasing, with handguns being 
the cause of death in suicides in almost 60 percent of cases; and

WHEREAS, ongoing political inaction at the state level forces us to confront the 
limited ability of local governments to protect our communities, including in our own 
government buildings, libraries, recreation centers, parks, and public spaces; and

WHEREAS, we recognize that our inability to reduce violence in our community 
has a significant impact on our core responsibility to create a safe and resilient city for every 
resident, worker, and visitor in Manassas; and

WHEREAS, our state and our nation have waited far too long to properly address 
the preventable devastation of gun violence in our communities; 
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NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED that the City Council urges the members of 
the General Assembly to support common sense gun safety legislation including: 

 Support initiatives to improve enforcement of existing laws and defend 
against efforts to weaken them;

 Support “red flag” legislation to allow law enforcement to limit someone’s 
access to firearms when an increased threat of violence is deemed possible;

 Support of universal background checks for all gun buyers; 
 Support bans on assault weapons, high-capacity magazines, armor piercing 

ammunition, and bump stocks; 
 Support laws to limit child access to firearms to reduce suicides and injuries 

of children; 
 Support research regarding gun violence as a public health crisis.

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED by the City Council of Manassas hereby expresses its 
support for the Virginia General Assembly to address gun violence prevention in Virginia by 
passing gun safety legislation; that the City Clerk is directed to provide copies of the approved 
resolution to our State Senator, our Delegate, and the Governor; and that the City Manager is 
directed to include “Common Sense Gun Safety” as a high priority of the City on the Legislative 
Priorities report.

___________________________________
Harry J. Parrish II                       Mayor
            On behalf of the City Council

                     of Manassas, Virginia

ATTEST:

__________________________________
Lee Ann Henderson                       City Clerk

Votes:
Ayes:  
Nays:  
Absent from Vote:  
Absent from Meeting:


