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SECOND TUESDAY WORK SESSION  
TOWN OF DAVIDSON BOARD OF COMMISSIONERS 

 
The Town of Davidson Board of Commissioners held its regularly scheduled meeting on Tuesday, 
September 10, 2019 in the Town Hall Board Room. Present were Mayor Rusty Knox and Commissioners 
Jane Campbell, Matthew Fort, Autumn Rierson-Michael, and David Sitton. Commissioner Fuller was 
absent.  Town Manager Jamie Justice, Economic Development Manager Kim Fleming, Human Resources 
Director Megan White, Planning Director Jason Burdette, Police Chief Penny Dunn, Projects Manager 
Doug Wright, Public Works Manager Jesse Bouk, Senior Program Manager Leslie Willis, Town Attorney 
Cindy Reid and Town Clerk Betsy Shores were also present.   
 

• CALL TO ORDER 
 
Mayor Knox called the meeting to order at 6:02 p.m.   
 

• ANNOUNCEMENTS  
 

Communications Director Amanda Preston read the following announcements: 
 
We are accepting nominations for the Jack Burney Community Service Award. The award honors G. 
Jackson Burney and those who improve the Davidson community through unselfish service over a 
lifetime. Nomination forms are available online here and at Davidson Town Hall through Friday, October 
4. 
 
The Town of Davidson is accepting applications for 2019 appointments to its advisory boards: Design 
Review Board, Planning Board, Livability Board, and the Davidson Public Art Commission. New members 
will serve a three-year term from January 2020 to December 2022.  All applications are due by 
September 30. 
 
Saturday, September 14 will be the 14th Annual Run for Green.  The event begins at 7:30 a.m. on South 
Street  
 
The last performance of the 2019 Concerts on the Green features the Davidson College Symphony 
Orchestra & Jazz Ensemble this Sunday, September 15 at 6:00 p.m.   
 
Mayor Knox read a proclamation for Constitution Week 2019, September 17-23, and recognized 
members of the Alexandriana Chapter of the National Society of the Daughters of the American 
Revolution (DAR).  
  



 

 

• CHANGES TO THE AGENDA 
 

No changes to the agenda. 
 

• DISCUSSION 
 

(a) Planning Director Jason Burdette and the board discussed various strategies and the pros and cons to 
developing targeted conditional zoning growth management tools. 
 
(b) Planning Director Jason Burdette presented an update regarding Hopper Communities request to 
reduce the overall dwelling unit count and commercial square footage at Davidson Bay Phase II 
(Envelopes A, B, and C).  Next steps include review and comment by the Planning Board before it returns 
to the board of commissioners for final approval.  
 
(c) The developer of the former Hoke Lumber parcel on Jetton Street requests that water and sewer 
extensions be granted to allow for construction of +/-81 townhomes. The parcels currently include a 
former light industrial site and single-family homes.  The board of commissioners discussed the project 
with the developer.   

Commissioner Campbell made a motion to suspend the rules of procedure to allow for public 
comment.  The motion passed unanimously (4-0).  The public comment began at 7:54 p.m. and 
closed at 8:02 p.m.  Three residents spoke. 

The board provided additional feedback to the developer and will consider approval of the water/sewer 
extension request at the September 24 meeting.  
 
(d) Town Attorney/Affordable Housing Manager Cindy Reid and the Village at South Main developer 
Brad Bowman discussed a proposed plan for three (3) affordable housing units and public input 
received via Speak Up (formerly Open Town Hall). The three homes would be deed restricted and 
available to households earning up to 80% of the AMI.  The board will consider approval of the plan at 
the September 24 meeting. 

 (e) Police Chief Penny Dunn presented general information on the workings of 9-1-1 and potential 
technology issues from the call origination site. Questions have been raised by residents about 9-1-1 
services for the Town of Davidson and the answering point at Charlotte/Mecklenburg Emergency 
Communications.  Over 75% of all 9-1-1 calls received in North Carolina are wireless calls.  Cell phone 
towers may route a 9-1-1 call to another emergency communications center (PSAP) depending on the 
physical location. Chief Dunn recommends that when you dial 9-1-1, be sure to report that you are 
calling from “The Town of Davidson”.  Additional information is available on the town’s website under 
the Police Department page. 

(f) Communications Director Amanda Preston presented the proposed plan and timeline regarding the 
General Obligation (G.O.) Bond for Public Facilities referendum coming up on November 5, 2019.  The 
plan indicates the methods and timeline for information sharing, as well as recommendations for how 
the board of commissioners can be actively engaged with the process. 



 

 

(g) Assistant Town Manager Karen Whichard and Senior Program Manager Leslie Willis presented an 
update on the 251 South Street Steering Committee.  On August 27, 2019, the board of commissioners 
approved a resolution authorizing the 251 South Street Steering Committee to begin the conceptual 
plan process for Phase II of the site. Most members of the existing steering committee are interested 
and able in continuing with Phase II; however, there is a need for a few additional appointments. 
Commissioners Campbell and Rierson Michael reviewed applications of individuals who previously 
applied and remain interested in serving. The initial meeting for Phase II of the 251 Steering Committee 
is scheduled for Thursday, September 19. 

Commissioner Campbell made a motion to approve the 251 South Street Steering Committee 
including previous members (John Burgess, Matt Churchill, Lorraine Degree, Shana Erber, 
Monica Galloway, John Griffith, Deborah Keenan, Lisa Koenig, Elizabeth Martin, Susan 
Manning, Shelley Rigger, Marion Sekerak, and Al Suddith) and appointing six (6) new 
members (Ben Beall, Dave Cable, Amy Hartz, Gil Lorenz, Matt Merrell, and Jay Neal).  
The motion passed unanimously (4-0). 

(h) During Miscellaneous/Open Discussion, Commissioner Fort inquired the estimated cost for 
improvements to the right-hand turn lane from Davidson-Concord Road to Highway 73, Mayor Knox 
asked about the status on the bid process for the Grey Road sidewalk and commended Economic 
Development Manager Kim Fleming on the Davidson Magazine. 

• ADJOURN 
 
Commissioner Rierson-Michael made a motion to adjourn. The motion passed unanimously 

              (4-0).     
 
The meeting adjourned at 9:11 p.m. 
 
Attest:       __________________________ 

Rusty Knox  
__________________________    Mayor 
Elizabeth K. Shores 
Town Clerk 
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