
STAFF REPORT
SAUSALITO CITY COUNCIL

MEETING DATE: October 22, 2019

AGENDA TITLE: 2019 California Fire Code Update for Ratification

LEAD DEPARTMENT: Southern Marin Fire District / Fire Prevention

RECOMMENDED MOTION: No motion required, informational update only

SUMMARY
The attached ordinance, when adopted by the Southern Marin Fire District and ratified 
by the City of Sausalito will replace the 2016 California Fire Code with the 2019
California Fire Code, 2018 International Fire Code, and Appendix A of the 2018
International Wildland Urban Interface Code with local amendments which prescribe 
regulations governing conditions that are hazardous to life and property from fire or 
explosion.  Adoption and ratification of this ordinance will provide for the issuance of 
permits for hazardous uses and operations, establish a fire prevention bureau, and 
provide for officers and define their powers and duties.  Local amendments to the fire 
codes are summarized within the proposed ordinance 2019/2020-01.

Prior to final adoption of the ordinance, the Board of Directors of the Southern Marin
Fire District will need to hold a public hearing (scheduled for November 6th) and the City 
of Sausalito will vote to ratify the adopted ordinance during a regular scheduled 
meeting.

BACKGROUND
The Southern Marin Fire Protection District will consider adoption of Ordinance 
2019/2020-01 at a regular meeting of the Board of Directors, on the 13th day of 
November 2019. This ordinance adopts by reference the 2019 California Fire Code, 
which consists of certain portions of the 2018 edition of the International Fire Code as 
amended by the California Building Standards Commission, and Appendix A of the 
2018 International Wildland-Urban Interface Code, with certain amendments regarding 



fire prevention and fire safety regulations in structures and on property located within 
the jurisdiction of the Southern Marin Fire Protection District. This adoption process is 
required of the District once every three years to stay current with the minimum 
requirements of the State of California Building and Fire Standards as determined by 
the California Building Standards Commission. Other than the new code references, 
there are no significant changes in the proposed Ordinance language as compared to 
the last Ordinance adopted by the Board of Directors and the City of Sausalito in 2016.
The Fire Code is arranged and organized to follow sequential steps that generally occur 
during plan review or inspection. The 2018 International Fire Code (IFC), which 
California adopts with amendments as the 2019 California Fire Code, has again been 
organized into seven parts. Each part represents a broad subject matter and includes 
the chapters that logically fit under the subject matter of each part. The 2018 IFC was 
organized to allow for future chapters to be conveniently and logically expanded without
requiring a major renumbering. The proposed Ordinance language has been developed 
collaboratively with fire agencies throughout the County of Marin to provide a document 
that promotes consistent application of codes & enforcement across all fire agencies.

DISCUSSION/ANALYSIS 

Proposed changes to the 2019 California Fire Code Ordinance 2019-117
include, but are not limited to: 

 Renumbering of some referenced sections to reflect where the sections are found in 
this current edition of the fire code.

 Locally amended language will appear in italics to identify changes to sections that are 
amended. This formatting is used in the states adoption of the model codes as well.

 Adoption of Appendix A from the 2018 International Wildland-Urban Interface Code.

 Adoption of an amended Appendix B of the 2019 California Fire Code: Fire Flow 
Requirements for Buildings, with modifications and/or deletions.

 Adoption of Appendix O of the 2019 California Fire Code: Temporary haunted houses,
ghost walks and similar amusement uses; this appendix reinforces standards that are 
already enforced by Marin County Fire Agencies.

 Modified or added the following definitions:
o F-1 Moderate-hazard occupancy was amended to include agricultural crop 

production including cultivation, drying, processing and /or storage in response 
to the growing cannabis industry.



 Deleted chapters and sections that were not adopted by the State Fire Marshal. For 
reference, we adopt the fire code in its entirety with amendments. By doing so we are 
also responsible for deleting some chapters and sections that the State does not adopt. 
Some examples include:

o Mobile Food Vehicles & Mobile Fueling
o Requirements for existing building features including elevators, escalators, 

standpipes and wired communicating systems in lieu of emergency responder 
radio coverage systems

o Fumigation and Insecticidal Fogging (managed by the California Structural Pest 
Control Board)

 Added sections from Appendix D: Fire Apparatus Access Roads providing requirements 
including dimensions, proximity and obstructions specifically for aerial operations on
fire apparatus access.

 Amended sections that impact and delay the response of first responders (electronic 
gates 503.6.1, 503.6.2) and (obstructions to fire apparatus access roads 503.2.6.1, 
503.4, 503.4.2)

 Deleted sections in Chapter 9 that conflict with the countywide approach to providing 
automatic fire sprinklers in all new buildings and buildings that undergo a substantial 
remodel. The deleted chapters eliminate square foot thresholds that would preclude 
the installation of sprinklers in A, E, F, S, and R occupancies. 

 Added sections to Chapter 33 requiring performance-based standards for fire 
protection systems during new construction exceeding 2 stories in height and in 
buildings during demolition.

 Added sections for new occupancy and uses to chapter 39 in response to the growing 
cannabis industry and associated processing, extraction and storage of products that 
create new hazards for the fire service.

 Continued to streamline defensible space and vegetation management practices in 
chapter 49 in an effort to make the code more user friendly for end users by 
coordinating requirements with all Marin County Fire Agencies. 

 Adoption of 2018 Wildland Urban Interface Appendix A which establishes general 
requirements applicable to new and existing properties located within the wildland 
urban interface.



The Sections of the Ordinance are summarized as follows:

Section 1 Adopts the 2019 California Fire Code, which consists of certain portions of 
the 2018 edition of the International Fire Code as amended by the Building 
Standards commission and appendix A of the 2018 edition of the 
International Wildland Urban Interface Code.

Section 2 Establishes a Fire Prevention Bureau of the District and establishes duties 
and enforcement authority under the supervision of the Fire Chief or their 
designee.

Section 3 Adds specific definitions and meanings prescribed to them including Fire 
Code and District Counsel Chief of the Southern Marin Fire District

Sections 4-10  Establishes areas in which storage of flammable or combustible liquids in 
outside above ground tanks is prohibited; establishes areas in which storage 
of liquefied petroleum gases is to be restricted; establishes areas in which 
storage of explosives and blasting agents is to be prohibited; establishes areas 
in which the storage of compressed natural gas is to be prohibited; establishes 
areas in which the storage of stationary tanks of flammable cryogenic fluids
is to be prohibited; and establishes areas in which the storage of hazardous 
materials is to be prohibited or limited.

Section 11 Specific Findings of Fact are located in this section. The District Board finds 
that local conditions have an adverse effect on the prevention of (1) major 
loss fires, (2) major earthquake damage, and (3) the potential for life and 
property loss, making necessary changes or modifications to the 2019
California Fire Code and the 2019 California Building Standards Code in 
order to provide a reasonable degree of property security and fire and life 
safety in this Fire District.

Amends several specific sections of the 2019 California Fire Code and 
Appendix A of the 2018 edition of the International Fire Code: Permits; 
liability for incidents; enforcement authority; emergency access for Fire 
District personnel to buildings and properties; fire alarm and protection 
systems; fire hydrant upgrades; fire sprinkler systems; public storage 
facilities; fire apparatus access roads; hazardous occupancies, smoke detector 
and fire extinguisher documentation; and corrective action requirements.



Section 12 Designates Chief Officers and other Fire District personnel specific authority 
to arrest and issue citations for violations of the International Fire Code and 
California Fire Code.

Section 13 Describes the penalties and procedures for issuing citations; imposition of 
penalties; provisions which constitute public nuisance and entitlements and 
collections of abatement and administrative costs by means of nuisance 
abatement lien.

Section 14 Describes the appeals process for any person(s) receiving a citation(s) for a 
civil penalty or a bill for response costs and expenses.

Section 15-17  Describes administrative provisions; validation and the ordinance publication 
date.

Section 18   Describes compliance with California Environmental Quality Act.

This Ordinance will be utilized in full force and effect on January 1, 2020 which is more 
than thirty (30) days after its passage and after ratification by the Marin County Board of 
Supervisors, Town of Tiburon and the City of Sausalito. A certified copy of the full text 
of the ordinance is currently available in the office of the Fire District, 308 Reed Blvd. 
Mill Valley, CA and 333 Johnson Street Sausalito, CA.

ALTERNATIVES
None, informational presentation only

FISCAL IMPACT
No fiscal impact to the City

STAFF RECOMMENDATIONS
Review proposed Ordinance 2019/2020-01 and agenize for ratification on consent 
during the November 19th regularly scheduled City Council meeting.

ATTACHMENTS

Attachment 1- SMFD Ordinance 2019/2020-01
Attachment 2- 2019 CFC Proposed Adoption Schedule

PREPARED BY: Fred Hilliard, Division Chief / Fire Marshal SMFD     
REVIEWED BY: Chris Tubbs, Fire Chief



REVIEWED BY: Mary Wagner, City Attorney
SUBMITTED BY: Adam W. Politzer, City Manager


