
MEMORANDUM 
 
 
DATE: October 14, 2019 
 
TO: Recreation Committee 
  
FROM: Alexis Braun, Senior Recreation Supervisor 
 
SUBJECT: Pilot Pickleball Program Follow-up & Future Program Recommendation 
 
 
The Recreation Committee and Laguna Beach City Council approved a Pilot Pickleball program 
at Lang Park which began in April 2017 on Mondays and Tuesdays. In September 2017, staff 
was tasked with evaluating the program and then reporting back to the Recreation Committee 
which resulted in two additional multi-use pickleball courts on one tennis court at Alta Laguna 
Park Sundays – Fridays from 10:00 a.m. – 2:00 p.m. The Recreation Committee requested an 
evaluation of the program at a fall 2019 committee meeting.  
 
Background: 
In April 2017, the one tennis court at Lang Park was converted into a multi-use court with 
additional lines for two pickleball courts which can have up to eight players playing at one time. 
A sign-in sheet was initially available at the site to track both pickleball and tennis usage. 
Pickleball consistently had over 12 players each Monday and Tuesday morning. Due to the 
growing popularity of the sport, and having to wait to play, additional courts were requested by 
the pickleball players. 
 
The Recreation Committee and City Council approved program expansion at Alta Laguna Park 
on one tennis court beginning in August 2018. One court was striped with lines to accommodate 
two pickleball courts. That program is currently available Sunday through Fridays from 10:00 
a.m. – 2:00 p.m.   
 
Summary: 
It is always a constant struggle to balance the demand between both user groups. After the pilot 
program went into effect at Alta Laguna Park the tennis players expressed concern about the City 
expanding the program even more. The tennis community said they were okay with the current 
court usage but do not want any additional courts turned into multi-use courts at Alta Laguna 
Park.  
 
If both the tennis and pickleball players can continue to work together then both groups can 
enjoy the existing amenities which are available. Pickleball at Lang Park has officially been 
approved for Mondays and Tuesdays and open use on Thursdays. Based on tracking court usage, 
the Lang Park program can potentially expand to offer pickleball more days a week.  
 
Recommendation: 
At this point, the City does not recommend converting any tennis courts to full-time pickleball 
courts based on the uncertainty of the Irvine Bowl and Bluebird Canyon Tennis Courts. The City 
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is currently in lease negotiations with the Festival of the Arts in regards to the tennis courts. In 
addition, the Bluebird Canyon Tennis Court is located on the water tower and the lease with 
Laguna Beach Water District expires in June 2020 so the future of that tennis court is also 
uncertain. If the Recreation Committee wants to expand the pilot pickleball program, then staff 
recommends extending the Lang Park program to officially include Thursday and Saturday 
mornings. This would not have any financial impact as the amenities are already in place. 
 
 


