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Due to high demand, the 2019 Earthquake Brace + Bolt program and registration is closed. It is noted on the 
EBB website that more funding would be added as the program expands. 
https://www.earthquakebracebolt.com/ 

Earthquake Brace + Bolt (EBB) ZIP Codes are selected using the protocol criteria approved by the CRMP 
Governing Board (California Residential Mitigation Program). All California ZIP Codes were ordered by the 
following two criteria, which were weighted equally. 

1. Earthquake Hazard: Hazard was identified using the United States Geological Survey (USGS) earthquake 
hazard map for California. 

2. Earthquake Vulnerability: Vulnerability was represented by identifying the percentage of pre-1979 houses in 
ZIP Codes in California (US Census Data). Older houses are more likely to require earthquake bracing and 
bolting. 

EBB is expanding ZIP Code coverage each year. In 2015, the EBB program was in the 26 highest-ranking 
California ZIP codes based on the protocols set forth by CRMP. In 2018, EBB expanded to more than 180 of 
the highest-ranking California ZIP codes based on the protocols. Over time, the EBB program hopes to get to all 
high hazard areas in the state with additional funding from a variety of sources. 

The 2019 program offered $3 million in funding from the California Earthquake Authority (CEA) and $3 
million from the Federal Emergency Management Agency (FEMA).The Earthquake Brace + Bolt Program 
(EBB) offered 2,000 retrofit grants in 255 select ZIP Codes within 70 California cities in 2019. Grants are 
available in Los Angeles-area cities located on or near dangerous faults, including Los Angeles, Santa Monica, 
Pasadena and San Bernardino. New cities that were added for 2019 grants include Burbank and Pomona. 
Earthquake Brace + Bolt (EBB) was developed to help homeowners lessen the potential for damage to their 
houses during an earthquake. A residential seismic retrofit strengthens an existing older house, making it more 
resistant to earthquake activity such as ground shaking and soil failure. The seismic retrofit involves bolting the 
house to its foundation and adding bracing around the perimeter of the crawl space. 

Owners of houses in program ZIP Codes with house characteristics suitable for this type of retrofit in 
accordance with California Existing Building Code Chapter A3 (Chapter A3) may be eligible for an incentive 
payment of up to $3,000 to help pay costs associated with the retrofit of their houses. 

Most homeowners decide to hire a contractor to do the retrofit work instead of doing it themselves. A typical 
retrofit may cost between $3,000 and $7,000 depending on the location and size of the house, contractor fees, 
and the amount of materials and work involved. If the homeowner is an experienced do-it-yourselfer, a retrofit 
can cost less than $3,000. 

The EDPC Earthquake subcommittee continues to work with the City of Laguna Beach Building Department in 
an effort to inform Laguna Beach residents and property owners of the benefits of retrofitting through public 
outreach and seminars. While Laguna Beach does not qualify at this time for State funding for retrofitting, it is 
nevertheless important that residents and property owners be informed of the importance and benefits of seismic 
retrofitting through continued outreach. 
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CEA Governing Board expands policyholder eligibility for seismic retrofit grants 

Thousands of CEA policyholders eligible to receive $3,000 to strengthen houses as part of 

CEA’s Brace + Bolt program; receive discounts on earthquake insurance premiums 

(SACRAMENTO) The California Earthquake Authority (CEA) Governing Board voted 

unanimously to offer up to a $3,000 retrofit grant, to approximately 30,000 CEA policyholders 

as part of CEA’s existing Brace + Bolt program. Previously, 12,000 CEA policyholders were 

eligible to apply for this retrofit grant, launched earlier this year.  

Beginning July 1, eligible CEA policyholders can receive up to a 25% discount on their CEA 

earthquake insurance premium when they retrofit their house to modern building codes. 

Gov. Gavin Newsom, represented by Governor’s Office of Emergency Services Director Mark 

Ghilarducci; State Insurance Commissioner Ricardo Lara; and State Treasurer Fiona Ma 

are the three voting members of the CEA Governing Board. 

“Retrofitting your home is a simple step to take in making your life more disaster resilient and 

could save you enormous hardship,” said Director Ghilarducci. “Reducing the chance of a house 

sliding off its foundation during an earthquake, while at the same time lowering the cost of 

earthquake insurance for the homeowner, is a great outcome.” 

“Californians face the reality that an earthquake could strike at any moment,” said Commissioner 

Lara. “Preparation and mitigation will be critical to the millions of Californians living in 

residences that are not built to withstand a significant quake. This successful retrofitting program 

will help thousands of CEA policyholders make their homes more secure and their earthquake 

insurance more affordable.” 

Expanded eligibility criteria offers relief to CEA policyholders with premium increases 

Glenn Pomeroy, CEA’s Chief Executive Officer, noted that, starting July 1, 2019, premiums will 

be lower for about 75% of CEA policyholders, while 25% of CEA policyholders will see a 

premium increase. Premium increases are a result of a number of rating factors, including recent 

scientific findings that show increased earthquake risk in certain areas; rising construction costs; 

and greater recognition of certain construction factors that contribute to damage, such as the type 

of roof and foundation. 

“We want to help our most at-risk homeowners reduce their risk, so they can increase the safety 

of their home while lowering their earthquake insurance premium,” Pomeroy said.  
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The CEA Brace + Bolt program will provide up to $3,000 to 3,500 eligible policyholders who 

sign up for this program on a first-come, first-served basis and complete a code-compliant 

retrofit. If more policyholders sign up, CEA will seek additional funding for the program.  

“All CEA policyholders benefit when an older insured house is seismically retrofitted,” said 

Pomeroy. “When we reduce the chance of one of our homes being completely destroyed or badly 

damaged in an earthquake, we reduce the risk of loss for our entire portfolio. We also reduce the 

risk of damage to neighboring homes that could be affected if a vulnerable house were to topple 

off its foundation. Everyone wins.”  

About CEA 

The California Earthquake Authority (CEA) is a not-for-profit, privately funded, publicly 

managed organization that provides residential earthquake insurance and encourages 

Californians to reduce their risk of earthquake loss. Learn more at EarthquakeAuthority.com.  
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